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Twins on the mend: The 2-year-old
twins whose conjoined heads were sur-
gically separated this mon
ing a rapid recovery, one of their sur-
geons said.

“They’re behaving like babies who have
had a craniofacial operation half as long as
theirs,” said David Staffenberg, one of the
boys’ surgeons at Montefiore Medical Cen-

ter.

The Filipino twins, Clarence and Carl
Aguirre, underwent a 17-hour procedure to
be separated on Aug. 4.

School ruling upheld: A Florida law that
allows students at failing public schools to at-
tend private schools at taxpayers’ expense
is unconstitutional, a state appeals court
ruled Monday.

The decision by the 1st District Court of
Appeal upholds a ruling by a trial judge say-
ing the state constitution forbids the use of
tax money to send youngsters to religious
schools.

The law has been in force during the
state’s appeal, which now goes to the Flori-
da Supreme Court.

World

Pope ‘seriously weakened': One of 15 car-
dinals with Pope John Paul IT during a week-
end visit to a French shrine was quoted in

Igian media Monday as saying the ailing
pontiff was “seriously
weakened” and may
have been making his
farewells.

“It was one of the
most moving celebra-
tions ever,” Belgian
Cardinal Godfried Dan-
neels, who is seen as a
possible future pope,
was quoted in two
newspapers as_saying
from Lourdes, France,
on Sunday.

“The pope is serious-
ly weakened,” he said. “When the pope says,
‘I end my pilgrimage here,’ then that can be
taken two ways is farewell to Lourdes
and maybe to his life.”

Monday was an official holiday at the Vati-
can, and church officials did not immediate-
ly issue any comment on the cardinal’s as-
sessment of the pope’s health.

Rwandan troops arrive in Sudan: About
140 Rwandan soldiers arrived in Sudan’s
troubled Darfur region, becoming the first
foreign armed force deployed in the
Iraq-sized region since Arab militiamen
began attacking black African farmers.

The Rwandan contingent was airlifted to
Darfur to protect unarmed military observ-
ers monitoring a four-month cease-fire be-
tween Sudanese government forces and
rebels.

They are part of a 300-member African
Union protection force Sudan was pressed
to allow into Darfur, where thousands of ci-
vilians have been killed, more than a million
forced from their homes and some 2.2 mil-
lion left in urgent need of aid in what the
United Nations calls the world's worst hu-
manitarian crisis.

Pope

Separatists killed: Separatist fighters

Wildfires: Helitankers try to halt the spread
of the fire as it travels west along Highway
299 in French Gulch, Calif., Sunday. More
than 1,000 firefighters battled a wind-driven
wildfire that roared through this old mining
town in Northern California, destroying more
than 20 homes and forcing 300 residents to
evacuate. A portion of state Highway 299
was closed. Firefighters, including about
400 state prison inmates, saved several
buildings including a church, post office,
hotel and elementary school. Two
commercial buildings were destroyed.

killed two government peacekeepers in
Georgia's breakaway South Ossetia region
early Monday, prompting the Georgian de-
fense mlmster to warn about “a real threat
of war.”

The rebellious region has posed a stiff
challenge to Georgian President Mikhail
Saakashvili, whose efforts at reuniting the
nation have collided with residents’ hopes of
joining Russia after more than a decade of
de facto independence from Georgia.

Chess champion appeals to Powell:
Former chess champion Bobby Fischer an-
nounced plans Monday in Tokyo to marry a
leading Japanese chess official and ap-
pealed to Secretary of State Colin Powell to
help him renounce U.S. citizenship, the lat-
est in a series of moves as he seeks to block
attempts to deport him to the United States.

cher, wanted in the United States for vi-
olating international sanctions by playing a

match in the former Yu-
goslavia in 1992, was
detained in Japan last
month when trying to
travel on a revoked
American passport.
Fischer's  lawyer,
Masako Suzuki, said
the former world cham-
pion and Japan Chess
Association  President
Miyoko Watai had
signed marriage pa-
pers that would be sub-
mitted later Monday.
The two had been living together since
2000 and decided to legally formalize their
relationship, Suzuki said in a statement.

-
Fischer

. Korea nuclear talks: North Korea’s
gﬂvemmenl said Monday it would not at-
tend working meetings ahead of six-party
talks on its nuclear program and blasted the
United States for demands that the North
fully disclose its nuclear activities.

The North’s Foreign Ministry said Wash-
ington was still showing hostile intentions to-
ward the communist nation.

The United States has said it would like to
convene a working party meeting of partici-
pants in the six-nation talks as soon as possi-
ble to prepare for the next session, expected
by the end of September. Along with the
United States and North Korea, the talks in-
clude South Korea, China, Japan and Russia.

At the latest talks in June, North Korea of-
fered to freeze its nuclear program in ex-
change for energy, lifting of U.S. economic
sanctons and removal from Washington’s
list of state sponsors of terrorism.

Business

EU complains about air fares: The Euro-
pean Union’s head office stepped up pres-
sure Monday on Italy to explain its decision
to force rivals of struggling flag carrier Alita-
lia to raise prices on long-haul flights from

ome.

“Fares going up is not good for consum-
ers,” said Amelia Torres, spokeswoman at
the European Commission.

She said the commission’s competition au-
thorities had sent a new letter to Rome out-
lining their concerns and were awaiting a
reply, “probably in September.”

British Airways, which was ordered to
raise fares on its flights from Rome to New
York via London, has called Italy’s action un-
fair and complained to Brussels.

Anti-piracy software deal reviewed: Euro-
pean antitrust regulators said Monday they
have extended their review of a deal be-
tween Microsoft Corp. and Time Warner
Inc. to make anti-piracy software together.

European Commission spokeswoman
Amelia Torres declined to give a reason for
the extension, but such a step usually means
regulators need extra time to review conces-
sions offered by the companies to address
competition concerns.

Under the new timetable, the commission
must decide by Aug. 25 whether to clear the
deal or open a second-phase, in-depth
probe, which takes four months.

Time Warner and Microsoft announced
plans in April to buy Xerox Corp.s stake in
Contentguard Inc., which makes programs
used to protect digital media from illegal
copying.
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Bush announces move that will atfect up to 70,000 troops

AP

President Bush addresses the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Convention on Monday in
Cincinnati. Bush announced plans to shift
60,000 to 70,000 U.S. troops who are
stationed in Europe and Asia.

Bush proposal

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

President Bush’s proposal Monday to sig-
nificantly reduce the number of troops
based overseas met with guarded and
mixed responses in Europe.

U.S. military officials in Europe largely
deferred to the U.S. European Command,
which released a statement as the presi-
dent was preparing to speak at a Veterans
of Foreign Wars convention in Cincinnati.
Bush wants to redeploy tens of thousands
of troops back to the United States as part
of a global realignment of forces.

“Our efforts will support NATO’S own
transformation,” the EUCOM statement
read. “We aim to eliminate Cold War lega-
cy structures that are no longer relevant to
today’s security needs. Our future posture
will contain forward forces that are rapidly
deployable for early entry into conflict re-
gions in Europe, Africa and beyond.”

The president wants to redeploy up to

Rumsfeld briefs Russians on defense plan

BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Army’s two
heavy divisions in Germany, the 1st Ar-
mored and 1st Infantry divisions, will relo-
cate to the United States, but not for at
least two to three years, Pentagon officials
said Monday.

“From a very realistic standpoint, this
would mean that families living overseas
now — perhaps halfway through their
tours — will more than likely not be affect-
ed by this move,” said a Pentagon official
who spoke on condition of anonymity.
“They’ll finish their tour and come ‘home’
before the wheels start moving on the pro-
cess. Moving vans won’t be pulling up next
week.”

The earliest that troops will be pulled
from Germany will be 2006, after the pro-
cess of realigning and closure of stateside
bases is under way, said senior defense
and state department officials who spoke
Monday of with reporters at the Pentagon
on condition of anonymity.

Exactly when and where those divisions
will move to depends on results of the inde-
pendent commission studying Base Re-
alignment And Closure, the official said.
By May 2005, Defense Secretary Donald

Rumsfeld must submit to the commission
alist of selected bases.

While BRAC does not affect overseas
bases, it will be a factor in where the mili-
tary will redeploy overseas forces. Be-
tween 1988 and 1995, four BRAC commis-
sions proposed changes to 152 major instal-
lations and 235 smaller ones.

After a three-year study, Pentagon plans
to move many as 70,000 U.S. troops over
the next decade and about 100,000 family
members and civilian employees, Presi-
dent Bush announced Monday while speak-
ing at the Veterans of Foreign War conven-
tion in Cincinnati.

“Over the coming decade we’ll deploy a
more agile and more flexible force, which
means that more of our troops will be sta-
tioned and deployed from here at home,”
Bush said.

“We will move some of our troops and ca-
pabilities to new locations so they can
surge quickly to deal with unexpected
threats.”

The reposturing of forces will have no
impact on lengths of tour of troops now de-
ployed to Iraq and Afghanistan, officials
said.

The Army’s V Corps will stay in Germa-
ny, and will “be restructured to be more de-
ployable and will have a number of combat

elements associated,” said a senior defense
official said.

A much lighter and rapidly deployable
Stryker brigade will be stationed in Germa-
ny and “associated” with V Corps, he said,
without providing further details.

The 173rd Airborne Brigade in Vicenza,
Italy, is gaining a brigade, and two F-16
squadrons will remain each at Aviano Air
Base in Italy and Spangdahlem Air Base in
Germany, the official said.

Those not sent to stateside bases could
move posts in Eastern Europe, though
most likely for shorter deployment and
likely without families, officials said. But,
“we’re not looking to take forces ... in Eu-
rope today and station them in the East,” a
defense official said.

The reposturing of troops is not intended
to eventually lead to a draw down in
end-strength.

It's a move long overdue, said Ted Galen
Carpenter, vice president for Defense and
Foreign Policy Studies at the Cato Insti-
tute, a conservative libertarian think tank.

“It is absurd that the United States has
continued to station 100,000 troops in Eu-
rope,” he continued.

“Since the demise of the Soviet Union,
there is no serious security threat on the
continent.”

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

gets guarded response from troops in Europe

70,000 servicemembers from Europe and
Pacific to bases in the United States over
the next decade. The majority of the troops
pulled would come from the European the-
ater.

Such a move, which has been bandied
about for years, would have far-reaching
effects for everybody affiliated with the
U.S. military, from servicemembers and
their families to dozens of local communi-
ties.

“We want the American soldiers to re-
main in Giessen,” said mayoral spokesman
Christoph Zorb. “The soldiers are very,
very welcome.”

Given the announcement by Bush came
at the end of the workday in Europe, some
German and American authorities spent
the better part of the day anxiously waiting
to hear what the commander in chief had
to say.

The EUCOM statement expounded on
several key elements of the president’s an-
nouncement, including:

W Ground, air, and naval headquarters
will be streamlined and consolidated.

MW Special Forces, both forward-sta-
tioned and rotational, will increase in im-
portance; they will be positioned for ease
of movement both within and outside of Eu-
rope.

M Rotational air, ground and sea forces
will provide presence without perma-
nence, assuring U.S. allies and partners
while accounting for regional sensitivities.

W Forward Operating Sites and Coopera-
tive Security Locations, particularly in
new NATO member states, will provide
greater operational flexibility and opportu-
nities for advanced bilateral and
NATO-wide training.

shipping troops and gear home. Privately,
some local military officials say there has
been no sign of planning for a future any-
where except Germany, where the majori-
ty of troops in Europe are based.

“We’re continuing to provide base opera-
tions for soldiers and families within our
footprint,” said Don Klinger, spokesman
for the Wiirzburg-based 98th Area Support
Group, which includes the communities of
Bamberg, Schweinfurt, Kitzingen, Giebel-
stadt, Illesheim and Ansbach.

Most troops in the area are in Iraq, half-
way through a difficult deployment that al-
ready has claimed the lives of nearly 45
Germany-based troops from 1st Infantry
Division or its support units.

Said Army Spe. Rebecca Sharpton, a 1st
ID in Wurzburg: “Our big-

W It is important to that the
president’s transformation plan will take
several years to implement.

European Command officials have said
no money has yet been earmarked for the
expensive job of mothballing bases and

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld updated
his Russian counterpart over the
weekend on U.S. plans to shift its
forces stationed around the globe,
in some cases potentially bring-
ing them closer to Russia’s bor-
ders.

Rumsfeld and Defense Minis-
ter Sergei Ivanov met over a
two-day period in St. Petersburg
on a variety of security issues, in-
cluding the U.S. plans to reorient
is forces away from its Cold War
alignment and toward one aimed
at fighting the war on Islamic ter-
rorist groups.

Rumsfeld said in the coming
years, forces will be leaving Ger-
many during the worldwide shift.
Some military units will return to
the United States, while the Unit-
ed States is expected to sign ac-
cess agreements with new allies
in Asia and elsewhere. Some new
bases may have only a small regu-
lar American presence, but can
be expanded rapidly in a crisis.

But any plans are far from
final, Rumsfeld told reporters
while flying home from Russia on
Sunday. While there is no chance
American troops would be based
on Russian soil, Rumsfeld said
“they have an interest” in the mat-
ter, presumably because some of
the countries the United States is

negotiating with are former Sovi-
et republics and Warsaw Pact
states.

“The Russians feel more and
more that we are in their back-
yard. We feel like, well, we need
1o be there,” said Eugene Rumer,
an expert on the former Soviet
Union at the National Defense
University.

Often the United States and
Russia don’t agree, but no one
issue appears to dominate the re-
lationship. Thus far, the Bush and
Putin admlmslrauons have been
content to snipe at one another on
specific matters, but, as a whole,
they remain cordial.

“The relationship is a good one.
It’s one that has been evolving,”
Rumsfeld said.

gest push is getting people home safely to
Germany.

E-mail Kevin Doughert
Goughertyk@mmal setrpes osd.mil

Reporters Charlie Coon and teve Liewer contribut-
ed to this report.

U S. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, left, met with Russian
efense ister Sergei Ivanov in St. Petersburg on Saturday.
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PHOTOS BY MARNI MCENTEE!Star and Stripes

Members of the 52nd Security Forces Squadron of Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, load gear onto a truck
Monday as they get ready to deploy for at least six months to the Middle East as part of the next Aerospace
Expeditionary Force rotation. Below: Kathern Javier, holding baby Annabella, and her children Levi, 9, and

Joseph, 7, wave goodbye to hushand and father Staff Sgt. Lorenzo Javier.

Spangdahlem hosts sendoff

Airmen deploying
to the Middle East

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE,
Germany — Sixty members of
Spangdahlem’s  52nd  Security
Forces Squadron said quiet good-
byes to families and friends Mon-
day, before deploying to the Mid-
dle East for six months.

As the airmen waited for a bus
to arrive at the base deployment
center, they huddled with wives,
husbands and children in a
hushed atmosphere that a chap-
lain said was inspired by the un-
certainty of what was to come.

“A lot of them aren’t real talk-
ative right now,” Chaplain (Maj.)
Dennis Saucier said. “There’s a
feeling about it — a presence that
speaks louder than words.”

Airman 1st Class Sean Davis,
21, is making his first tour down-
range.

“We've got a job to do so we
might as well do it,” Davis, of Day-
ton, Ohio, said quietly. “Right
now, it’s time to get serious.
We're going down there and we
don’t know what it entails.”

The airmen are among the first

who showed up to see off the
troops.

This is the first time most air-
men are going on four-month
tours — up a month from prior
AEF rotations. Senior leaders
added a month to the rotations to
give combatant commanders, par-
ticularly in the Middle East and
Afghanistan, greater flexibility to
operate.

That means they'll be deployed
through Christmas and likely
New Year’s. Security forces and
other troops in hard-to-fill billets
regularly deploy for longer peri-

*State Sgt. Sterling Fernandez
held his 4-month-old son, Bran-
don, Kkissing and hugging the
child. His wife, Rebecca, is also
on active duty, but she is staying
home. She is pregnant with their
second child. It’s the first time the
couple has separated because of a

of 1,000 troops who
will leave between now and Sep-
tember as part of the Aerospace
Expeditionary Force rotations.
They will go to 21 locations
around the world. Among them
will be the highly deployed 606th
Control Squadron and the
81st Fighter Squadron, which
flies A-10 Thunderbolt IT’s.
“This is only the beginning,”
said Col. Tom Groznik, vice com-
mander of the 52nd Fxghler Wing,

“Mentally, it's hard,” Fernan-
dez, 28, of Sunset Beach Hawaii,
said. “It'll never be easy. »

Shortly before boarding a bus
to Rhein-Main Air Base, the air-
men were called into formation
one last time.

“T just ask you one big favor:
Come back,” said Senior Master
Sgt. James Erwin, security forces
‘manager for the squadron.

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
mcenteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

AAFES not after
‘Fahrenheit 9/11°

Spokesman cites DVD release date
as reason to skip theater showings

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — AAFES said
Monday it will not be pursuing
prints of Michael Moore’s contro-
versial film, “Fahrenheit 9/11”
after all, saying the movie’s Oct. 5
DVD release doesn't give it
enough time to draw sufficient au-
diences.

Army and Air Force Exchange
Service spokesman Judd Anstey
said the decision to not procure
the film was purely a business de-
cision, and has nothing to do with
its contentious political nature.

e film is a strong attack on
President Bush and his policies
after the terrorist attacks of Sept.
11, 2001, including the war in
Ira

Anstey said that AAFES’ mis-
sion is to generate revenue to be
put back into Morale, Welfare,
and Recreation programs, and
therefore it has decided to not to
run the film in overseas theaters.

A spokesman for the Fellow-
ship Adventure Group, a compa-
ny started by Miramax co-chair-
men Harvey and Bob Weinstein,
said it told AAFES “on or about”
July 21 that 200 to 300 prints of
“Fahrenheit 9/11” would be avail-
able to AAFES on Monday.

The group “did every‘hmg we
were supposed to do” the spokes-
man said, including offering trail-

ers and the printed media promo-

tional material on July 22. “From

that point on, they were unrespon-
sive.

The Fellowship ~ Adventure
Group was formed to distribute
Moore’s film in conjunction with
Lions Gate Films and IFC Films
after Disney, which owns Mira-
max, blocked Miramax’s efforts
to distribute it.

But AAFES had already
booked what would be shown in
its theaters up to Sept. 3, Anstey
said. That gave AAFES a window
of 35 days until the DVD release.

AAFES has run films with a
shorter window, notably “Bend it
Like Beckham,” which had a
four-day window and from which
AAFES earned $2,650, and “Win
a Date with Tad Hamilton,”
which it ran with a 32-day win-
dow and which earned $13,291,
according to Anstey.

“ ‘Bend it Like Beckham’ dem-
onstrates the business case why
AAFES tries not to book films
within 35 days of the film’s home
video release date,” said John
Walters, chief of motion picture
services for AAFES. “ ‘Bend it
Like Beckham’ drew minimum at-
tendance”.

“Fahrenheit 9/11” has grossed
$113.3 million at the U.S. box of-
fice so far.

E-mail Pat Dickson at:
dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil

GI gets year for AWOL

VILSECK, Germany — A
Vilseck-based soldier was sen-
tenced to one year in prison Fri-
day for leaving his unit three
times this year and stealing a
car, the 1st Infantry Division’s
staff judge advocate said.

Spe. Marcus A. Powell, 23, of
the 94th Engineer Battalion,
pleaded guilty to three counts of
absence without leave and one
of misappropriation of a car,
said Maj. Todd Federici, the
chief of criminal law.

Federici said that during his
first two absences in February

and March — of five and six
days — Powell would leave his
barracks room at Warner Bar-
racks before 6 am. and return
after 9 p.m. to avoid mntact
with his superiors or military
lice. During the third ahsence,
in May, he left the base for 16
days. He also kept a rental car
for one month past its scheduled
return day. He was arrested by
German police after the rental
company reported it missing.
The military judge, Col.
Stephanie Browne, also ordered
Powell reduced to the lowest en-
listed rank and given a bad-con-
duct discharge.
From staff reports

Airmen accused of sex with Navy dependent granted discharge

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — An Air
Force staff sergeant on trial for having sex
with a 14-year-old has asked for and re-
ceived a Chapter 4 discharge.

James Carlson, assigned to the 725th Air
Mobility Squadron in Rota, Spain, was fac-
ing a court-martial in Aviano when the
agreement was announced.

Chapter 4 discharges are administrative
in nature, and military officials don’t com-
ment on them. Carlson had entered a not
guilty plea in the court-martial.

One of Carlson’s defense attorneys, Maj.
Patrick Dolan, said Monday in a brief tele-
phone interview that he couldn’t comment
on the matter either.

But he confirmed that the court-martial
was over without the jury ever being seat-
ed.

Dolan and fellow defense attorney Maj.
Mynda Ohman had successfully chal-
lenged an array of potential evidence and
testimony against their client, who was 25
years old when the charges were brought
forth.

As a result, Carlson was facing only a
count of carnal knowledge.

Prosecutors had tried to introduce evi-
dence that would back a case of multiple
licit encounters as well as multiple viola-
tions of a no-contact order. But they
dropped the other charges during the evi-
dence phase of the court-martial after sev-
eral successful challenges by the defense.

The court recessed late last week while
prosecutors mulled their options of appeal.

Carlson, who had requested a Chapter 4
discharge and been turned down before,
was then granted the discharge by Lt. Gen.
Glen W. Moorhead, commander of the 16th
Air Force and the separation authority.

Testimony last week revealed that Carl-
son allegedly had a series of encounters
with the teenage daughter of a sailor sta-
tioned at Rota. The prosecution’s charges
stem from an incident in September 2003.
After that incident, Carlson was ordered to
have no further contact with the girl, who
he reportedly thought was 18.

n December, two of Carlson’s supervi-
sors drove to his off-base apartment and —
reportedly suspecting the order was being
disobeyed — questioned him outside. He
was reportedly asked to produce the girl if
she was inside and he did so.

But the defense successfully argued that
his Fifth Amendment rights against self-in-
crimination were violated in the process.
So jurors wouldn’t hear about it. The deci-
sion also wiped out testimony on about 90
violations of the no-contact order that were
discovered after Carlson and the girl were
found together.

The prosecution also maintained during
the trial that it was hampered by a general
lack of co-operation by Navy authorities in
Rota, where the Article 32 hearing was
held in March.

An Air Force paralegal told the court
that she was chosen to record witness testi-
mony because the Navy refused to provide
a court reporter for the proceedings. The
defense challenged that deposition, saying

at only a certified court reporter could
obtain it. It also challenged the fact that the
witness wouldn’t be present to testify at
Aviano, denying the jury and their client
the chance to see her in court. Prosecutors
said the witness's father, also in the Navy,
refused to allow the teenager to travel to
lAvlago to testify. The deposition wasn’t al-
lowe

Aviano was hosting the court-martial be-
cause it has jurisdiction over a handful of
geographically separated Air Force units.

E-mail Kent Harris at: harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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U.S. tanks move closer to shrine in Najaf

Iraqi National Conference sends
delegation to help end uprising

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN
AL-OBEIDI
The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraqg — With U.S. tanks
rolling closer to a holy Shiite
shrine in Najaf, participants at a
national conference voted Mon-
day to send a delegation here to
coax firebrand cleric Mugtada
al-Sadr to end his renewed upris-
ing against U.S. forces.

The violence in Najaf, which
started Aug. S, threatened to de-
stabilize the new interim govern-
ment, already coping with a
Sunni i and had.

al-Sadr and the militants told him
he could only secure the release
of his father, Hadi Kudhaiyer
al-Jazaari, if he was willing to
take his place. Al-Jazaari said he
would not give in.

Also Monday, police said a
Western journalist, Micah Garen
and his Iragi translator, Amir
Doushi, were kidnapped as they
walked through a crowded mar-
ket in the southern city of Nasir-
iyah.

Witnesses said the men were
abducted Friday by two men in ci-
vl].lan clothes and armed with

ow the conference in Baghdad, in-
tended to be a first step on the
country’s road to democracy.

American tanks edged to with-
in 500 yards of Najaf’s Imam Ali
shrine, Iraq’s holiest Shiite site,
witnesses said. The move came
as sporadic explosions shook an
adjacent cemetery that’s been the
scene of fierce fighting between
the two sides.

Violence was relatively light
Monday, but Police Chief Maj.
Gen. Ghalib al-Jazaari said
al-Sadr’s militants broke into his
family’s house in the southern
city of Basra and kidnapped his
handicapped and ill 80-year-old
father in an effort to cow him.

“They dragged him on the
street in front of the local resi-
dents,” Ghalib al-Jazaari said.

He said the gunmen were ac-
companied by police loyal to

assault rifles, police
Capl Haidar Aboud said.

Adnan al-Shoraify, deputy gov-
ernor of Dhi Qar province, sai
Garen had U.S. and French citi-
zenship.

Fighting in Najaf killed two
U.S. soldiers from the 1st Cavalry
Division on Sunday, the military
reported Monday. A third soldier
was killed Sunday in the volatile
Anbar province, the center of the
country’s Sunni insurgency.

The U.S. military estimates hun-
dreds of insurgents have been
killed since clashes broke out in
Najaf, but the militants dispute
the figure. Eight Americans have
been killed, the military said.

Al-Jazaari said 40 police have
been killed since the start of the
violence and accused militants of
torturing, maiming and then burn-
ing the bodies of some. At least 19
policemen, including his nephew,

the U.S. Army 1st Cavalry at a buil

ing near the area in the holy city of Najaf, Iraq. The Nati

AP
The skyline over Najaf’s vast cemetery and the ancient Imam Ali mosque is seen from a position secured by

Conference

in Baghdad sent a delegation of 60 negotiators Monday to hold peace talks with cleric and militia leader
Mugqtada al-Sadr, who is fighting against U.S. and Iraqi forces.

were beheaded, he said.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister
Kamal Kharrazi asked U.N. Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan to inter-
vene to help stop the fighting, the
official Islamic Republic News
Agency reported Monday.

“Americans once again made a
grave blunder in calculating de-
velopments in Iraq and provoked
the sentiments of the Iraqi people
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through resorting to the use of
force,” IRNA reported Kharrazi
told Annan in a telephone conver-
sation.

Saudi Arabia’s Cabinet also
called for “a greater role for the
United Nations in efforts to stop
the bloodshed,” the official Saudi
Press Agency reported.

The Vatican is willing to act as
a mediator in attempts to end
fighting Najaf, a top Vatican offi-
cial said Monday.

The fighting has cast a pall over
the National Conference, an un-
precedented gathering of 1,300 re-
ligious, tribal and political lead-
ers meant to be a key first step to-
ward democracy.

To resolve the crisis, the confer-
ence voted to send a delegation
Tuesday from Baghdad to Najaf,
100 miles to the south, to demand
al-Sadr’s followers lay down their
weapons and take up politics.

“The door is very open to all Ira-

qis, regardless of their religion,
ethnic background, to join the
free political process,” Shiite cler-
ic Hussein al-Sadr, a distant rela-
tive of al-Sadr’s, told the confer-
ence.
Al-Sadr’s supporters said they
welcomed the move. “We are
ready to accept any mediation for
a peaceful solution,” al-Sadr aide
Ahmed al-Shaibany said.

The continued Najaf fighting
also has undermined the govern-
ment in the eyes of Shiites, an-
gered by the sight of U.S. troops
firing around some of their holi-
est sites.

U.S. troops have taken the lead
in the Najaf fighting, while Iragi
security forces have played a
minor role, mainly by manning
checkpoints. U.S. troops are train-
ing Iraqi national guard units for
any possible raid on the shrine
compound.

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 930 U.S. service-
members have died since the be-
ginning of military operations in
Iraq in March 2003, according
to the Defense Department. Of
those, 692 died as a result of hos-
tile action and 238 died of non-
hostile causes. The Department
did not provide an update Satur-

day.

The British military has re-
ported 63 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, 11; Poland, seven; Bulgar-
ia, six; Ukraine, six; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Estonia, Hun-
gary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq
ended, 792 US. servicemem-
bers have died — 583 as a result

U.S. deaths in Iraq

of hostile action and 209 of non-
hostile causes, according to the
Defense Department as of Fri-

ay.

The latest deaths reported by
U.S. Central Command:

M A Marine and a U.S. soldier
were killed in separate inci-
dents Friday in Anbar province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Lance Cpl. Kane M.
Funke, 20, Vancouver, Wash.;
died Friday in an attack in
Anbar province; assigned to 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Ma-
rine Division, T Marme Expedi-
tionary Force, Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center, Twenty-
nme Palms, Calif.

iy Capt. Michael Yury
Tarlavsky, 30, Passaic, N.J.;
died Thursday in an attack in
Najaf; assigned to 1st Battalion,
Sth Special Forces Group, Fort
Campbell, Ky.
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3 American suspects deny torture allegations

Accused of harming Afghan citizens, men permitted to use documents from FBI for defense

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Three
Americans on trial for allegedly
arresting and torturing Afghans
won a week to stiffen their de-
fense Monday, after the FBI
turned over documents and pic-
tures from their freelance hunt
for terrorists.

The group’s leader denied any
of the men they detained were
abused and insisted the extra evi-
dence would show they had sup-
port from U.S. security agencies
— something American authori-
ties deny.

“Even if we were not in the U.S.
Army, we were working with the
U.S. Army, the FBI and the CIA,”
Jonathan Idema told Kabul’s Pri-
mary Court of National Security.
“They knew everything we were
doing, every single day.”

Afghan co-defendant in the
trial also testified that the trio had
contact with top Afghan officials,
including the defense minister.

Idema, Brett Bennett and Ed-
ward Caraballo were arrested
‘when Afghan security forces raid-

American citizens, from left, Edward Caraballo, Jonathan Idema and Brent Bennett stand at a court
hearing Monday in Kabul, Afghanistan. Accused of running a private jail in Afghanistan, the three suspects
denied charges that they tortured eight prisoners.

The  materials

had received no written transla-
tion of the indictment or the laws
under which he is charged — irri-
tating the presiding judge.

“You just want to waste time,”
Judge Abdul Baset Bakhtyari
said. “You understand perfectly.”

A lawyer for Caraballo, a
35-year-old from New York, said
American officials told him only
the night before that the confiscat-
ed material had been returned to
the Afghan intelligence service.

“The FBI knew when the trial
was,” attorney Michael Skibbie
said. “It shows incredible disre-
spect for the Afghan justice sys-
tem.”

The judge adjourned the case
for a week to give the defense
time to examine the material.

U.S. Embassy staff at the trial
delclined to comment on the FBI's
role.

Afghan and American officials
have left open whether the trio
could face more charges before
American courts.

An Afghan lawyer for Carabal-
lo said her client was a journalist
making a film about Idema and
hadn’t participated in any of the
alleged abuse of prisoners.

Tdema, from Fayetteville, N.C.,

ed their makeshift jail in a house
in central Kabul on July 5.

The American military, facing
its own allegations of prisoner
abuse in Iraq and Afghanistan, in-
sists the men were freelancers op-
erating outside the law and with-
out their knowledge. Still, it has

admitted receiving a prisoner
from Idema who was subsequent-
Iy released.

The charges the three men face
also include illegal entry and hos-
tage-taking and could see them
sentenced to 15-20 years in Af-
ghanistan’s own rudimentary pris-

ons. Four Afghans have been
charged as accessories.

Idema, a former U.S. soldier re-
portedly age 48, said Afghan intel-
ligence agents had confiscated 200
videotapes, 500 pages of docu-
ments and more than 800 photos
and given them to U.S. authorities.

allegedly
showed prisoners being interro-
gated and proved the defendants
met and telephoned with the
American military and law en-
forcers.

Idema, who was conducting his
own defense, complained that he

claims the defendents arrested
“world-class” terrorists and had
uncovered a plot to kill U.S.
troops and Afghan leaders.
Bennett, 28, also reportedly of
Fayetteville, has yet to speak in
court. Prosecutors have said he
too appeared to be a journalist.

Stars and Stripes

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Speaking to reporters en route to Af-
ghanistan, Rumsfeld said,

“plans are

ghanistan’s raw opium crop is processed
into heroin and morphine base by drug

U.S. forces staying out of Afghanistan’s drug war for now

particular evil,”
viding some replacement. ..

said Olson, “must be pro-
. There has to

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — There are
no immediate plans for U.S. military forc-
es to launch counternarcotics operations
to try to stem the growing tide of opium
to

the top field commander in the country.
“At this point in time, U.S. troops will
not be involved in counterdrug or counter-
narcotic operations at all,” said Maj. Gen.
Eric T. Olson, the commander of Com-
bined Joint Task Force 76, during a new
conference Friday in Kandahar.

Olson’s assertion comes on the heels of
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld’s
announcement last week that countering
the drug problem in Afghanistan will now
become U.S. priority.

“The danger a large drug trade poses in
this country is too serious to ignore,” Rums-
feld said, according to transcripts of the
press conference in Kabul on Wednesday.

being fashioned now” to address the prob-
lem but skirted the issue of whether U.S.
troops would be involved.

“I don’t want to get into whose troops
could do what,” Rumsfeld stated in the
transcript. “We've got a lot we're doing
with respect to the terrorist networks. It
requires an overall master plan and that is
what’s being developed.”

Vast poppy fields cultivated in nearly
all of Afghanistan’s provinces account for
90 percent of the heroin sold in Europe, ac-
cording to the United Nations.

“In many provinces there also are
opium markets, under effective protection
of regional strongmen, where opium is
traded freely to the highest bidder and is
subject to taxation by those strongmen,”
according to a March State Department re-
port. “An increasingly large portion of Af-

labs inside Afghanistan, reducing its bulk
by a factor of 10 to 1, and thereby facilitat-
ing its movement to markets in Europe
and Asia,” according to the report.

Exactly how officials hope to tackle the
problem remains to be seen, but Olson
said going directly after poppy production
was unlikely.

“He did say that the drug issue is a prior-
ity,” Olson said of Rumsfeld’s marching or-
ders. “But poppy eradlcauon may not be
the best way to do that.”

There may be better ways to interdict
the drug business in Afghanistan.

With poppy fields offering Afghani-
stan’s impoverished farmers their only
real cash crop, Olson said alternatives
must be found.

“Right now the drug trade, sadly, has be-
come the livelihood of some of the Afghan

Part of the of that

be the substitution that Wlll ‘allow Afghans
to make a decent living.

The governor of Afghams'an s Kanda-
har province, speaking alongside Olson, in-
sisted drug money was fueling Taliban
and al-Qaida networks.

“Ibelieve one of the most important fac-
tors in prolonging the life of terrorism, not
only in Afghanistan, but in the region and
internationally, is the drug issue,” said
Yousaf Pashtun. “It is very closely relat-
ed. We are 100 percent sure that some of
the top terrorists are directly involved in
drug trade. This is becoming more and
more the bloodline for terrorists.”

Pashtun called for international assis-
tance in helping stem that flow.

“The sooner the better. The later we
‘move on it, the more price we will have to
pay.”

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:

Tensions still high between waring Afghan factions

Terror

t held tings in P

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — An alleged senior al-Qaida opera-

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Tensions
remamed high Monday in western

mail Khan, of taking a hilltop posi-
tion over the city and firing on troops
under his command.

for Khan — the most

despite the
of national army forces in the region
to restore order following clashes be-
tween rival warlords, officials said.
Chief of police of Badghis prov-
ince, Amir Shah Naibzada, reported
a clash near the provincial capital
Qala-e-Naw late Sunday, but said
there were no casualties.
He accused a unit of forces based
in Badghis yet loyal to the governor
of neighboring Herat province, Is-

powerful warlord in western Afghan-
istan — denied his involvement and
said no forces had been sent from
Herat to Badghis.

At the weekend, more than 20 peo-
ple were killed in fighting that broke
out in different regions of Herat be-
tween forces of Khan and rival war-
lords — the latest reminder of the in-
stability that troubles much of Af-
ghanistan as the country gears up

for its first post-Taliban national
elections in October.

The government of U.S.-backed
President Hamid Karzai quickly
deployed troops from the fledgling
national army to restore order.

The U.S. military said Monday
that 440 Afghan National Army sol-
diers, accompanied by 29 U.S. mili-
tary advisers, traveled on 10 C-130
transport planes to Shindand, 370
miles west of the capital, Kabul,
where forces of Amanullah, a rival
of Khan's, had taken over a contest-
ed air base.

tive who was captured in Britain during anti-terror raids earli-
er this month secretly visited a remote Pakistani tribal region
near Afghanistan in , an army spokesman and intelli-
gence sources said Monday.

Abu Eisa al-Hindi met Wlth terror suspects in the South
Waziristan region, a hide-out and training base for al-Qaida
which has been targeted in several Pakistani military opera-
tions in recent months, said an intelligence official on condition
of anonymity.

Pakistan army spokesman Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan con-
firmed that al-Hindi had paid a “secret” visit to the region in
March before “discreetly going back to London.”

He said Pakistan got the information from Mohammed Nacem
Noor Khan, an alleged al-Qaida operative who was captured by
Pakistani i agents on July 13.

From The Associated Press
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Artillery troops polish skills in the sand

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

UDAIRI RANGE, Kuwait —
The 2nd Infantry Division field ar-
tillery soldiers took another step
toward becoming infantrymen by
practicing urban combat skills at
Udairi Range last week.

Because three batteries from
2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery
Regiment will take turns working
as infantry companies during a
yearlong deployment to Iraq,
they’ve worked months to pre-
pare as part of 2nd ID’s 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, the Strike-
force.

The 2-17 soldiers spent two
months training in South Korea
for their new roles before head-
ing to the Middle East last week.
Now they are adapting their new
skills to the desert environment
at Udairi Range.

Capt. John Marley, command-
erof 2-17’s Battery A, spent three
days last week training his unit at
Udairi’s Military  Operations
Urban Terrain site.

The site includes a series of
ranges where soldiers start out re-
hearsing room-clearing tech-
niques and move on to a live-fire
shoot-house — a small plywood
village built in the desert sur-
rounded by tall sand berms to
keep bullets from flying too far.

“We did this in some aban-
doned barracks at Camp Hovey
(in South Korea) and at the Kore-
an Training Center, but this will
be the first live fire with this type
of training,” Marley said.

The artillerymen appear to rel-
ish the infantry work in the
desert, he said.

“It is a different type of train-
ing for them, and they are just eat-
ing it up,” he said.

Life on the range is tough. The
2-17 soldiers have worked hard to
survive the heat and sandstorms,
minimizing the pain by sleeping
in air-conditioned tents during
the hottest part of the day, Marley
said.
On Saturday morning, soldiers
from 2-17’s Battery C rehearsed
urban combat moves in “rooms”
marked by sandbags laid on the
ground. A former Special Forces
instructor kept watch.

Soldiers from Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artill

Range, Kuwait, with the help of a former Special Forces instructor.

“The women and children are
going to be screaming. Every-
body will be scared to death,” the
mslruclor told the soldiers.

the team leader, the deci-
sions you make may or may not
cost them their lives,” he told one
team leader.

“What's wrong with this guy’s
muzzle? It is poking through the
door. Elbows down when you
come through — give them a
small target,” the instructor said
as the soldiers repeatedly entered
and exited a “room.”

For Pfc. Stephen Sherwood of
Battery A, the live-fire portion of
the training was the highlight of
his time on the range.

“We had to cease fire three
times because there were camels
all over the range,” he said.

Pvt. Michael Lopez, also of Bat-
tery A, believes he saw sheep
being herded across the range by
Bedouins.

“They were huge, the biggest
sheep I have ever seen,” he said.

PHOTOS BY SETH ROBSON/Stars and Stripes
ry Regiment practice clearing buildings at Udairi

Soldiers from Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment
take a break from training at Udairi Range.

“Maybe they were goats,” sug-
gested Sherwood.
One of the hardest missions,

said the soldiers, was attempting
to free the bus that brought them
to the range after it got stuck in a

A soldier from Battery C, 2nd
Battalion, 17th Field Artillery
Regiment storms a “room” at
Udairi Range on Saturday.

sand dune.

“We had to push it for two
hours. There were about 20 guys
pushing, and we only pushed it
300 yards,” Lopez said.

“It wasn't a very fun way to
start the day,” added Sherwood,
taking a bite of beef ravioli from
his Meals, Ready to Eat.

The bus was still stuck in the
sand near where the soldiers ate.

A few miles down the road at
another range, a group of 2-17 sol-
diers practiced reaction shooting.

Sgt. 1st Class Kippy Samuel,
platoon sergeant with Battery A,
2nd Platoon, inspected targets
shot by his drivers.

“When someone is a good shot
that whole black silhouette part is
torn out,” Samuel said, gazing at a
mutilated paper target.

“My drivers have to shoot good.
In case I get hurt they have got to
be able to kill the enemy,” he said.

The Special Forces instructors
impressed Samuel.

“You can tell they are Special
Forces because of the way they
walk,” he said. “They have a swag-
ger. They are almost as cocky as
field artillerymen.”
E-mail Seth Robson a
robsons@pstripes.osd.mil

Some reservists return to find lost jobs, benefits

BY LARRY MARGASAK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Benefits reduced.
Promotions forgotten. Jobs gone.

It's tough to face
these conditions when
returning home from

e mean streets of
Iraq, ready to resume
your civilian career.

Increasing
bers  of

troops  returning
home are experienc-
ing just such disap-
pointment. Since the
terrorist _attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, the Labor Department re-
ports receiving greater numbers of com-

plaints under a 1994 law that is primarily

Gill

Labor Dept. troubled by rate of complaints

designed to give Guard and Reserve troops
their old jobs back, or provide them with
equivalent positions.

Benefits and raises must be protected, as
if the servicemember had never left.

Labor Department officials said only a
nationwide campaign to educate employ-
ers about the law prevented the problem
from getting even worse.

“Any increase in the number of com-
plaints is a concern to us,” said Fred Jua-
rbe Jr., assistant secretary of labor for vet-
erans employment and training. “At the
same time, we're pleased by the fact that
the increase in complaints is not at the
level that would have been expected.”

Some soldiers, however, are finding the
Uniformed Services Employment and Re-
employment Rights Act can’t protect them.

Larry Gill couldn’t return as a police of-
ficer in Thomasville, Ala., because a gre-
nade injured a foot, making it impossible
for him to chase criminals or duck bullets.

Jerry Chambers of Oberlin, Kan., discov-
ered that budget cuts eliminated his job as
a substance abuse prevention consultant.

Ron Vander Wal of Pollock, S.D., was
originally told his job as a customer service
representative was eliminated. He was re-
hired after filing a civil lawsuit seeking
damages.

Labor Secretary Elaine Chao said the de-
partment is drafting rules to spell out the
law’s protections for service personnel be-
cause “we’ve got to do everything we can
to protect their re-employment rights.”

Labor was receiving about 900 formal
complaints a year before the Sept. 11 at-

tacks. The statistical picture since then,
based on fiscal years ending Sept. 30:

W 1,218 cases opened in 2002.

W 1,327 cases in 2003.

W 1,200 cases from Oct. 1, 2003, through
July 31. If projected over 12 months, the fig-
ure would be 1,440, the department said.

Soldiers’ complaints were upheld or set-
tled by the department in one-third of last
year’s cases, while another third were
found to have no merit. The remaining
cases are inactive or closed, often because
the government lost contact with the ser-

or the ser re-
turned to active duty.

When Guard and Reserve troops re-
turned from the first Gulf War, there was
one complaint for every 54 servicemem-
bers leaving active duty.

SEE RESERVISTS ON PAGE 9
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Reservists: For
some, getting
back to old life
isn’t an option

RESERVISTS, FROM PAGE 8

Currently, with the government’s aggressive
drive to inform employers of the law, the figure has
improved to 1 in 69.

The complaints represent a small percentage of
the quarter-million Guard and Reserve troops who
left active duty since the Sept. 11 attacks.

Not all returning troops are bitter about their job
loss. Chambers, the substance abuse consultant,
agreed that budget cuts left his former nonprofit em-
ployer no choice but to eliminate his job.

“I don’t fault them for that and I don’t hold grudg-
es,” said Chambers. He was among the lucky ones,
finding employment with his Reserve unit, the
1013th Quartermaster Company, based in North
Platte and McCook, Neb. His unit has been mobi-
lized anew, and he is again on active duty.

For others, finding their jobs gone was an emotion-
al and an economic hardship.

Gill, the former Alabama police officer with an in-
jured leg, had to give up a career that began in 1992
and followed in the footsteps of his father and broth-
er. “My biggest concern is loss of income,” he said.

‘While some troops fault former employers for fir-
ing them as they served their country, most com-
plaints involved alleged denial of benefits, promo-
tions and raises, said officials from Labor and a Pen-
tagon organization — Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve.

Army Col. Brarry Cox, who coordinates the ES-
GR’s mediation efforts between employers and re-
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to get around.
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Larry Gill, right, poses with his son, Ryan, 3, outside
their home in Semmes, Ala., last May. Gill’s job as a
police officer was waiting for him when he returned
from Army National Guard duty in Iraq, but he came
back on a stretcher and couldn’t resume his duties.

turning troops, said typical issues raised by soldiers
include: “What about the 401(k)? The end-of-year
‘bonus? What about my evaluation? I was due a merit
promotion that I missed.

“We try to talk employers through a logical ap-
proach; How were they (the employees) performing
prior to active duty, where do you think they would
have come out?”

Army numbers defy
re-enlisting rumors

Service close to target retention despite war

BY CHRIS VAUGHN
Knight Ridder Newspapers

FORT HOOD, Texas — Spe.
Brian Harris made a cold calcula-
tion about his future in fatigues.

Then he signed the papers,
raised his right hand and repeat.

e re-enlistment oath given
by his platoon leader. He shook
hands with the men from the
588th Engineer Battalion, posed
for a picture and went back to
work.

An Iraq war veteran, Harri
weighed the probability of anoth-
er long deployment before his ini-
tial enlistment would expire. He
decided the best option was to
re-up with a guarantee that he
could move to Fort Lewis, Wash.,
near his hometown.

The Army is defying the con-
ventional wisdom that the Iraq
war will empty its ranks, and it ap-
pears to be on track to meet its re-
tention goals for early, midcareer
and career-enlisted soldiers.

As of late July, the Army had
re-enlisted 45,256 soldiers of the
56,100 it needs to meet its target
this fiscal year, which ends in Sep-
tember. Short of an awful last two
months, Army officials say they’ll
make their goal.

In a year of long deployments
to Iraq, the scandal at Abu Gh-
raib prison and a decidedly
bloody spring in which 278 ser-
vicemembers died, retaining so
many battle-tested corporals and
sergeants is no small feat.

“In a way we're plagued by an-
ecdotes where one soldier in a
thousand is interviewed and com-
plains that he can’t wait to get out
of the Army, so that means every-
body must want out of the Army,”
said Lt. Col. Bryan Hilferty, an
Army spokesman at the Penta-
gon. “That becomes the truth, but
it isn’t. We don’t have any prob-
lem with retention.”

The reasons, Army career coun-
selors say, are many: an unset-
tling civilian economy, large bo-
nuses, improved pay and combat
itself.

'As one soldier put it, a firefight-
er who never got to fight fires
would be unlikely to keep riding

e truck.

This year’s re-enlistments are
evidence that the exodus isn’t
overwhelming among the enlist-
ed or the young officers.

Hilferty said the Army is losing
5.5 percent of its lieutenants and
captains a year, significantly
fewer than four years ago.
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An opposition member against Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez cries Monday as Chavez appears on TV.
Chavez appeared to have survived a referendum to oust him, according to early results in Caracas, Venezuela.

Recall fails to oust Chavez

Results back Venezuelan president’s victory claims

BY ANDREW SELSKY
The Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela — Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez survived a ref-
erendum to oust him, according
to results Monday, prompting his
backers to set off fireworks and
celebrate in the capital, while
Venezuela’s opposition swiftly
claimed fraud.

The first-ever recall vote for a
president in Venezuela’s history

EXCHANGE RATES

was aimed at putting a lid on
years of violent political unrest
and a bloody coup, and it came
after a lengthy and complicated
petitioning process.

With 94 percent of the votes
counted, Chavez had 58 percent
of the vote and the opposition 42
percent, according to Francisco
Carrasquero, president of the Na-
tional Elections Council. But Car-
rasquero stopped short of declar-
ing Chavez the outright winner.

Chavez, the champion of Vene-
zuela’s majority poor and the nem-
esis of the wealthier classes,
claimed victory and said he
would continue to wage his “revo-
lution for the poor.”

“Venezuela has changed forev-
er,” he said in a speech. “There is
no turning back.”

He also claimed repeatedly

70
Miitary “erchange TaEes are. those
available to customers at military bank-
ing faciltes in the country of Issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the Grited Kingdom.
onlocal currency exchange rates

e, purchasmg Britsh pounds i Germa:
) checkwith your local miltary bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-

dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

hat leaders were
pawns of] Presldent Bush.
this day on

‘Washington wxll respect the gov-
ernment and people of Venezue-
la,” Chavez boomed from a pal-
ace balcony.

Carrasquero said 4,991,483
votes were cast against recalling
the former army paratrooper,
and 3,576,517 in favor.

ition leaders refused to
accept the results and demanded
a manual recount, claiming their
own exit polls showed almost 60
percent of citizens voted to oust

The referendum comes after a
two-year drive to oust Chavez
that included a short-lived 2002
coup, a devastating two-month
strike and political riots in March
that claimed a dozen lives.

Venezuelans could either vote
“yes” to recall Chavez or “no” to
allow him to serve out the remain-
der of a six-year term that began
in 2000.

Former President Carter, who
monitored the vote, said it was
the largest turnout he had ever
seen, and lines extended for more
than a mile in some places.
Christopher Toothaker and Alexandra
Olson of The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this report in Caracas.

ents and Sensibil

Money tip of the day

Chicago Tribune

Job applicants don’t realize
that a bad résumé could be
what’s stopping them from get-
ting a job interview, said Kath-
leen Canfield, director of Harp-
er College’s career center in Pa-
latine Ill Canfield offers

RS, Blsomberaaom

's tips for

lhe)r résumés
W Excise vague statements
from your stated objective.
“You need to start with an ob-
jective that is focused,” she
said. “In today’s job market,
you have to be specific. It
should be clear and to the point
and match the job description.”

Résumé makeovers

W Don’t just state where you
worked and when. Also include
“what you have done at a com-
pany and relevant accomplish-
ments that apply to the job you
want.” For example, if you're a
sales representative applying
for a job in education, don’t em-
phasize your sales experience.
Instead, redo your work history
to “stress interpersonal skills
and customer relations, be-
cause they're transferable to ed-
ucation.”

B Make sure the format is
easy to read and that it’s free of
spelling errors.

Muslim guide urges
vigilance in event
of terror, backlash

The Associated Press

LONDON — Islamic leaders in
Britain have drafted a booklet ad-
vising Muslims of their legal
rights, urging vigilance against
terrorists and warning of a possi-
ble Islamophobic backlash if
there is an attack, The pamphlet,
titled “Know Your Rights and Re-
sponsibilities,” warns Muslims
whose faith is easily identified,
such as women who wear the
hijab, to take care when going out
alone.

The Muslim Council of Britain,
which prepared the pocket-size
guide, also calls for anyone who
suspects terrorist activity to re-
port it to police.

“We know that after Sept. 11
we saw a number of attacks
against mosques and cemeter-
ies,” said council spokesman In-
ayat Bunglawala.

“If there were an attack in the
UK, it is plausible that some

groups may seek to foment ha-
tred and attacks against the Mus-
lim community. We urge Mus-
lims to remain calm and not to be
provoked at all.”

Bunglawala said the guide en-
couraged Muslims to be vigilant
and report suspicious activity to
the police, in the hope of prevent-
ing a terrorist attack.

“British Muslim groups have
their role to play in safeguarding
the security of this country,” he
added.

The council — an umbrella or-
ganization to which more than
350 Muslim organizations are af-
filiated — is printing 500,000 cop-
ies of the guide, which it intends
to send to many of Britain’s esti-
mated 1.8 million Muslims next
month.

It also encourages parents to
take a greater interest in their
children’s education and encour-
ages participation in mainstream
political parties.

German nurse admits
killing elderly patients

The Associated Press

BERLIN — A nurse who last
month admitted giving lethal in-
jections to 10 elderly patients at a
German hospital has confessed to
another two killings, prosecutors
said Monday.

The 25-year-old man, whose
name has not been released, said
he killed the two — a woman in
her seventies and a man in his
eighties — last summer, prosecu-
tors in the southern town of
Kempten said in a statement.

‘When he was arrested in July,
he acknowledged killing 10 pa-
tients, ages 60 to 89. Police said
he told them he could not bear to
see the patients “wasting away.”

The deaths, at a hospital in the
Bavarian town of Sonthofen, took

place between March 2003 and
July 2004. Prosecutors say they
are investigating the deaths of an-
other 68 patients at times when
the nurse was on

Although there is o evidence
yet that he was responsible, prose-
cutors have said they could not
rule out his involvement because

a large quantity of drugs went
missing from the hospital pharma-

cy.

Police tracked down the nurse
as they investigated the disap-
pearing drugs and compared the
times when patients died with the

ours he worked. Investigators
found unsealed vials of medicine
at his apartment.

He is under investigation for
possible charges of manslaughter
n 11 cases and mercy killing in a
twel

Israelis may counter inmates’
hunger strike with barbecues

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli prison
officials are considering using jail-
house barbecues to entice hun-
dreds of Palestinians prisoners to
break a hunger strike launched
this week to protest conditions, a
spokesman said Monday.

About 1,600 prisoners began the
strike on bunday, demanding the
right to family visits and greater
communication with the outside
world. Organizers said the rest of
the 7,500 Palestinian detainees
being held by Israel will join the
protest by the end of the week.

Israeli officials countered by
imposing new sanctions on the
prisoners. As the protest contin-
ued into its second day Monday,

prisons spokesman Ofer Lefler
said authorities were considering
grilling meats near the prisoners,
hoping the enticing aroma would
weaken their resolve.

“We look at psychological
means to deal with problems like
this,” Lefler said, saying the tac-
tic has been used in other parts of
the world. “Our interest is to re-
turn prisoners to eating as soon as
possible.” He said no decision
had been made on whether to
begin the threatened cookouts.

‘Abu Mohammed, a spokesman
for the Al Agsa Martyrs’ Bri-
gades, said his group planned to
Kidnap Israeli soldiers to ex-
change for Palestinian prisoners.
Palestinian militants have made
similar threats in the past.
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Hacking seen in court

SALT LAKE CITY — Mark
Hacking, charged with killing his
wife after she confronted him
over deceptions about his educa-
tion, appeared briefly in a heavily
guarded courtroom Monday,
guarded by armed deputies and
looking puzzled.

Hacking, 28, said nothing as a
judge scheduled a preliminary
hearing for Sept. 23.

Hacking’s first in-person court
appearance came after police
spent their 12th night searching a
county landfill without finding
Lori Hacking’s body or a .22-cali-
ber firearm they believe was the
murder weapon.

Athlete jumps to death

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Police
said Monday they believe a
former Olympic athlete killed his
neurosurgeon wife before jump-
ing to his death from a 10th-story
dormitory window.

Investigators identified the
‘man as Robert Howard, a Univer-
sity of Arkansas medical student
who competed in track and field
in the 1996 and 2000 Olympics
but did not make the U.S. team
this year, said University of Ar-
kansas medical school police
Capt. Bryan Patterson.

Investigators went to a private
residence and found the student’s
wife, Dr. Robin Mitchell, stabbed
to death. Mitchell was chief resi-
dent in neurosurgery at the medi-
cal school.

Blood clot device OK'd

WASHINGTON — The first de-
vice to remove blood clots from
the brains of people suffering
strokes — a new treatment option
that could save lives and shave
the $53 billion annual bill to treat
strokes — has been approved by
the government.

In 80 percent of strokes, a
blood vessel in the brain becomes
clogged by a blood clot, incre:
ing the chance of severe disabi.
ty or death.

The Merci Retriever, a tiny
corkscrew threaded through an
artery to remove the clot and re-
store blood flow, is produced by
Mountain View, Calif.-based Con-
centric Medical.

Thousands in shelters in Charley’s wake

Florida survivors waiting for water and gas

BY VICKIE CHACHERE
The Associated Press

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Urban rescue
teams, insurance adjusters and National
Guard troops scattered across Florida Mon-
day to help victims of Hurricane Charley and
deliver water and other supplies to thousands
of people left homeless.

Tami Wilson, 45, of Port Charlotte, wiped a
tear from her eye after picking up ice and
water from National Guardsmen at a “com-
fort station” in North Point. She and her hus-
band, Dewaine, hadn’t had a shower or a hot
meal since the storm hit.

“The hard part is not being able to bathe
and not having food and water unless I go out
and look for it. Last night, we almost gave up
because it got so hot,” she said.

Florida had at least 17 storm-related
deaths, said the chief of the state Department
of Law Enforcement, Guy Tunnell. He said
the 17th death occurred in a car accident Mon-
day but he didn’t have details on how it was re-
lated to the storm. Earlier, Charley killed four
people in Cuba and one in Jamaica.

Authorities estimate it caused as much as
$11 billion in damage to insured homes in Flor-
ida alone.

Nearly 1 million people remained without
power, and officials said it could take weeks to
get service fully restored. Some 2,300 people
were in emergency shelters, and Federal
Emergency Management Agency director
Michael Brown said 11,000 have already ap-
plied for disaster aid.

Brown said it could take several weeks to
find all the victims, and officials still had no
count Monday of how many people remained
unaccounted for. The search was slow in
some areas because downed power lines and
debris were making it dangerous.

But officials said early estimates of hun-
dreds of people missing could be inflated by
erroneous reports from worried relatives and
friends.

“The fact that we have not found any more
dead than we have is nothing short of a mira-
cle,” Tunnell said.

Punta Gorda, a retirement community of
about 15,000 people, and Port Charlotte in
Charlotte county appeared to be among the
hardest-hit areas. About 70,000 homes and
businesses were without power in Charlotte
County, where temperatures were in the low
90s Monday and forecasters warned of possi-
ble rain.

A few miles north of Punta Gorda in Bowl-
ing Green, several dozen people waited in a
long line for food and supplies being distribut-
ed by the Salvation Army.

“We just want the basic things,” said Sher-
rie Chester, who was waiting with her
17-year-old daughter for food, water and toilet
paper.

After slamming into Florida with wind
reaching 145 mph and a surge of sea water of
13 feet to 15 feet, Charley hit open ocean and
made landfall again in South Carolina. It
moved into North Carolina and up the eastern
seaboard as a tropical storm before being
downgraded to a depression Sunday.

In and around Punta Gorda, trailer home
after trailer home lay toppled. Others were
blown apart entirely, exposing interior walls
that had been pushed down flat. Splintered
wood and shattered glass were scattered
about.

Federal emergency officials said the state
has requested catastrophic housing for 10,000
people, and more than 4,000 National Guard
troops have been activated. Lt. Gov. Toni Jen-
nings said 2,000 insurance adjusters were al-
ready on the ground and 2,000 more were on
their way.

‘Workers repair traffic lights Monday in Orlan-
do, Fla. Lack of power after being hit by hurri-
cane Charley has many of the area’s traffic
lights not working.

FEMA was sending teams of medical,
urban rescue and communication workers in
addition to supplies. Power generators, cots,
blankets, hammers, nails and portable toilets
were unloaded from planes and trucks by
members of Florida’s National Guard on Sun-
day, then reloaded for delivery to devastated
areas.

Lawyer claims deal was made with N.J. governor

BY JOHN P. MCALPIN
The Associated Press

ernor told the world he had had
an extramarital affair with a man

he would leave Nc
that has drawn critic

. 15, a date
sm from Re-

From wire reports

Hanoring those

TRENTON, N.J. — A lawyer
for a man accusing Gov. James E.
McGreevey of sexual harassment
said Monday he had believed the
governor would pay to stop his cli-
ent from suing.

Instead, minutes later, the gov-

whao answered

wdAmerica.mil and
nme of the r

www.defendamerica.milfforms/CallAction.html|

and planned to resign, Allen
Lowy said.

The claim by Lowy — who rep-
resents Golen Cipel, the former
administration official identified
by McGreevey aides as the gover-
nor’s sexual partner — came as a
new poll showed voters nearly
evenly split about when Mc-
Greevey should go.

The Democratic governor said

V.I(‘llions- by Air

Egypt 1 EU 1059
Russia 1 vu:elt $1290
foll waek sighsesing Incl.
CRUISES EU M? up
2 children il oge 17 frea

with 2 adults

publicans and some Democrats
because it would mean an acting
governor would serve for more
than a year. A quicker exit would
allow for a special election.

America’s first openly gay gov-
ernor returned to work Monday,
four days after his startling press
conference.

Lowy said a verbal deal to stop
a suit by Cipel was struck Thurs-
day, five minutes before the
scheduled start of the news con-
ference.

“We had a deal,” Lowy said.
“The next thing I know my secre-
tary told me he’s in the process of
resigning. I was very surprised. I
understood that they were satis-
fied and it was over.”

McGreevey spokeswoman
Kathy Ellis called Lowy’s version
of the minutes leading up to the
announcement “absolutely incor-
rect.”

Lowy said the deal would have
involved payment of money to
Cipel, but declined to say how
much. Cipel is still considering fil-
ing a lawsuit, according to Lowy.

In the wake of the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, McGreevey ap-
pointed Cipel to a newly created
post of homeland security advis-
er without any background check
or official

Gov. James E. McGreevey

Cipel did to earn his $110, 000 sal-
ary, he was reassigned in

2002 to a “special counsel” job
and left the government a few
months later.

Two  sources close to
McGreevey — a high-ranking ad-
ministration member and a se-
nior political adviser — have iden-
tified Cipel as the man involved
in the governor’s affair.

In an interview published Sun-
day by the Israeli daily newspa-
per Yediot Ahronot, Cipel main-
tained that he is not gay and said
McG made un-

Amid questions about what

wanted sexual advances.
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BY NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

KETCHUM, Idaho— Presidential nom-
inee John Kerry and other Democrats are
accusing President Bush of stacking the
federal government with friends and do-
nors who are gutting regulations on U.S.
corporations.

Kerry, running mate John Edwards
and supporters are stressing a theme this

3

week that they've been
all year — Bush puts corporate interests
ahead of workers and the middle class.

Bush campaign spokesman Steve
Schmidt said Kerry has no standing to
criticize, considering that the nonpartisan
Center for Responsive Politics deter-
mined he has received more campaign
contributions from lobbyists over the
years than any other senator.

Schmidt also pointed out that Edwards,

Edwards

Kerry

a North Carolina senator, refused to re-
lease the names of his top fund-raisers.

“There is a great deal of hypocrisy in
these attacks,” Schmidt said.

The Kerry campaign also announced
Kerry will donate $6 million from his
record-breaking $225 million primary
fund-raising to the Democratic Party’s ef-

Democrats: Bush puts corporate interests first

Kerry, Edwards say Bush took donations, then made rules that hurt workers

forts to win seats in the House and Sen-
ate.

The money will be split evenly between
the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee and the Democratic Senatori-
al Campaign Committee.

With Kerry vacationing in Idaho, Ed-
wards, a former trial attorney, was a
ing the campaign’s case that Bush has
“the most aggressive anti-regulatory pos-
ture in memory” during a stop in Willard,
Mo., on Monday.

“We've unfortunately seen too many ex-
amples of times when this administration
should have stood up for the interests of
working Americans but looked the other
way instead,” he said in prepared re-
marks. “When John and I are in the White
House, the for-sale sign is going to come
off the front door.”

A Kerry-Edwards report at-

dustries to favors that the industry got
from the administration. For example, it
says:

B The logging and timber industry gave
more than $1.5 million to Bush and got
the right to log without the usual environ-
mental reviews.

W The coal industry gave $300,000 to
Bush and got less protection against black
lung disease for workers.

M The chemical industry gave more
than $1 million to Bush and got reduced
regulations on chemicals exposed to work-
ers.

W The auto industry gave more than
$300,000 to Bush and got eased rules on
reporting potential defects and a rule al-
lowing truckers to drive 11 hours a day.

W The restaurant industry gave more
than $1.2 million and got a regulation in-
tended to prevent their workers from ex-
posure to smoke killed.

The Kerry campaign also names many
ion officials who used to work

tempts to tie donations from various in-

for the industries they now oversee.

Feds, N.Y. police monitoring all who might disturb GOP convention

BY ToM HAYS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Federal agents
and city police are keeping tabs
on people they say might try to
cause trouble at the Republican
National Convention, questioning
activists, making unannounced

and meetings.

The law enforcement effort
has been going on quietly, over-
shadowed in public by talk of
counterterrorism measures
planned for the Aug. 30-Sept. 2
event.

“We're not engaging in surveil-
lance of groups or individuals

im Margolin, spokesman for the
New York office of the FBL.

Ann Roman, a spokeswoman
for the Secret Service, said
agents expect to respond to an in-
crease in possible domestic
threats against President Bush
and other dignitaries as the con-
vention at Madison Square Gar-

also playing a lead role in plan-
ning convention security.

“How we do that specifically,
T'm not going to go into,” she sait

Law enforcement sources said
that in recent weeks, federal
agents have begun interviewing
people in the New York City area
they believe might know about

convention, and have used surveil-
lance against possible suspects.
The_intelligence unit of the
New York Police Department
has been closely monitoring Web
sites run by seif-described anar-
chists. It also has sought to infil-
trate protest groups with young,
scruffy-looking officers posing as

visits and monitoring Web sites

without legal predication,”

said

den nears. The Secret Service is

any plots to cause mayhem at the

activists.

HOME

CORRECTLY EBNFU

ainer® has

military orgar

SWE
{GURED, H
ILL STOP

ETHOME

ESCO BASTION CONCERTAINER
SM

I ARTION




Tuesday, August 17, 2004 STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 13

uick Trips

Mysterious Ferrara

Italian city’s history goes way back, but how far?

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

here are parts of Italy, no matter how ancient,
‘where it seems there’s a historical record
about everything.

Then there are cities such as Ferrara
where the past is a bit murkier. The origin of the
city’s name, for instance? Unknown. When the city
was founded? Unknown — the earliest mention on
record comes from the eighth century.

But the biggest mystery may be trying to navigate
the city center by car or finding a parking place once
you get there. Many of the locals don’t try — visitors
will likely see a lot more people on bicycles than
tourists snapping pictures.

Not that Ferrara doesn’t have sights and a well-doc-
umented history since the Renaissance to offer.

Much of that history is detailed — exhaustively —
in the city’s main edifice and tourist attraction: Castel-

lo Estense. The castle built by the d’Este family,
which ruled the city for about 300 years during much
of the Renaissance, is a huge, red brick structure that
essentially fills a city block, Parts date to earlier

times, but much of the castle goes back to the late
1300s. After riots by some of the area’s peasants, the
ruling family built the castle as protection from them.

Today, the municipal government, including a
tourist information office, uses some of the building. A
few wings are open to the public. The ground floor
has been stripped of just about everything. All that’s
left are panel after panel detailing (in Italian and
English) the history of the castle, the city and the
d’Este family.

The rooms on the second floor are more colorful,
especially the frescoes on the ceilings. The last set of
rooms open to the public also features an art collec-
tion.

Those who aren’t interested in the history — or
those who have children — probably would prefer
just to cross the moats and take the free walk through
the interior courtyard on the way between other at-
tractions.

The closest one to the castle is the city’s cathedral,
which dates to the 12th century. The pink-and-white
facade contains both Romanesque and Gothic ele-
ments. Built along the exterior facing the square are
shops dating back hundreds of years that are still
operating (there’s a McDonald’s across the street).

Another attraction, located several blocks down the
street (Corso Ercole I d’Este) on the opposite side of
the castle, is the Palazzo dei Diamanti.

The building is named after the
thousands of carved rocks that
make up the exterior, said to look
like diamonds. Inside, the Nation-
al Picture Gallery (Pinacoteca
Nazionale) and Gallery of Mod-
ern and Contemporary Art (Galle-
ria D’Arte Moderna e Contempo-
ranea) each takes up a floor.

A few blocks farther down the
street, remnants of the city’s
medieval walls remain. There’s a
walking path next to them, so
visitors can circle around much
of the city on their way to a hand-
ful of other sights, such as church-
es, ‘museums and smaller palac-

PHOTOS BY KENT HARRIS/Stars and Stripes

Above: The moat surrounding the Castello Estense and part of Ferrara,
Italy’s central square can be seen from a portal in the wall of the castle’s
Orange Garden terrace.

E-mail Kent Harris at: harrisk@mail.
estripes.osd.mil.

The design of the cathedral

in Ferrara contains elements from
both the Romanesque and Gothic
styles. Construction began

in the 12th century.

PETER JAEGER;/Stars and Strpes

On the QT

< ! > Directions

Ferrara is off the A13 autostrada that
runs between Padova and Bologna. It’s
about two hours from Aviano by car and
just less than an hour from Vicenza. Take
the Ferrara Nord exit and follow the “cen-
tro” signs until you get near the city center.
At the intersection where you’re given a
choice for parking to the left or right, don’t
go straight. The city center is not parking-
friendly.

(9 Costs

Only those really interested in learning
about the history of the city should consider
paying the 10 euros to get into the Castello
Estense. Kids probably won’t be interested.
The route through the castle’s inner court-
yard is free. Art lovers will pay 4 euros to
enter the National Art Gallery and 7.30
euros for the Gallery of Modern and Con-
temporary Art (both in the Palazzo dei
Diamanti). Those who want to see a lot of
museums or palaces should get combo
tickets at the tourist office.

(::) Food

Ferrara’s known for its bread (twisted
baguettes), butter and cappelletti pasta. The
dessert of choice, especially for tourists, is
pampepato, a mix of flour, sugar, honey,
chocolate, almonds, fruit and spices.

But if you don’t crave a local delicacy, or
you need to satisfy the kids, there’s also a
McDonald’s next to the cathedral.

6 Times

Castello Estense is open from 9 am. to 8
p.m. (two hours later on weekends). You
can’t between noon to 3 p.m. Hours are 7:30
to noon and 3 to 6:30 p.m. The museums in
the Palazzo dei Diamanti are open from 9
am. to 7 p.m. daily. Most other attractions
are open from about 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(: ) Information

The tourist office is in the inner courtyard
of Castello Estense. Phone: (39) (0)
0532-209370; e-mail address infotur@
provincia.fe.it; Web site: www.ferrarainfo.
com (click on British flag for English).

— KENT HARRIS
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Offensive song?

1 have just returned with 13 months in
Baghdad. I learned that our rear detach-
ment, with the approval of my battalion
commander, was to play the song “When
Johnny Comes Marching Home” upon our
entry into the hangar at Wiesbaden Air-
field, Germany.

1 also found out that a sergeant major
banned the song and refused to play it be-
cause he was African American and the
song had originated during the Civil War
and dunng the time of slavery. This offend-

I am personally appalled at this, that we
break Army tradition of welcoming sol-
diers home from combat with this song.
What could possibly be offensive about
this song? Soldiers, to include African-
American veterans, have used this song
since the Civil War.

If this is the case, then we should ban
“Gary Owen” since it was played by the
7th Cavalry upon raids of Native Ameri-
can villages; we should ban the Army song
since it came out during the time of a seg-
regated Army. Those pictures of the Buffa-
lo Soldiers should be banned, since their
prime mission was to destroy Native Amer-
ican villages. This is really becoming more
stupid, but you can see what would hap-
pen if we let political correctness overtake
our heritage and traditions that make us a
great country.

When will this over-s ever end?

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

not the ones doing the complaining.
Prior-service troops know what to expect
and go about doing their jobs with pride
and responsibility. A lot of the younger
Guard troops joined to get money for col-
lege. They weren’t expecting to have to
leave the comfort of home, where every-
thing is done for them. They all wonder
why the Guard is looked down on by the ac-
tive troops. Maybe it's because we don't
stay in uniform and we complain about
showers, living areas and write our con-

The Stars and Stripes was created in the
Civil War. Do we ban it, too?
Sgt. Thomas Kirkland

Wiesbaden, Germany

Thanks to medical personnel

1 was recently wounded and evacuated
from Iraq. During that process I was
under the exceptional care of various med-
ical professionals. I would like to publicly
thank all of the soldiers, airmen and civil-
ian volunteers in that support chain from
the 31st Combat Support Hospital to Balad
Air Base to Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center.

These individuals do an incredible job
taking care of wounded soldiers both medi-
cally and emotionally with so little recogni-
tion for their efforts. They are all real he-
roes, just as important as the combat sol-
dier on the front line.

Spe. Richard Peters
Baumholder, Germany

National Guard training

Let me put my 2-cents worth in on the
training that the National Guard troops
have received.

The National Guard troops that have
been deployed to Iraq received all the
training they needed. What they didn’t re-
ceive was training in responsibility, disci-
pline and respect. After their basic and ad-
vanced individual training, all three of
these items were thrown out.

Most of the Guard troops over here have
active-duty time behind them. These are

Dooneshury

every time happens
we don’t like.

1, for one, am satisfied in doing a good
job to the best of my ability without com-
plaining about every little thing. Remem-
ber, when our time is up, we go home. The
active troops will go back to their post and
do this all over again in six months to a
year.

Staff Sgt. Anthony Trivett
FOB Summerall, Iraq

Not working in his MOS

I find it strange that the number of sol-
diers in Iraq is expected to go up when
there are many of us who aren’t doing the
Jjob we have been trained to do.

Take me, for example. The Army paid
thousands and thousands of dollars to
train me to be a firefighter. I've been put
on duty to guard an ammo supply point,
guard Iraqi truck drivers, water and ice re-
supply or even pick up trash.

The firefighters in our company aren’t
the only ones doing these details. Every-
day 1 see other soldiers like us doing de-
tails that have nothing to do with our mili-
tary occupational specialty. So, what’s
wrong with this picture?

We tend to approach warfare with
“Let’s throw numbers at ’em!” without
thinking it through. I can see the critical
need for soldiers with a combat MOS to be
here. It's the other side of the military, the
cDmbat support MOS, that is being over-
lool

Our country’s taxpayers spend thou-
sands of dollars training our soldiers in a
particular MOS that was meant to be used
during deployments. On top of that, money

WE THINK IF JE INTERVENE
EARLY ENOUGH, HE CAN KEEP
NADERHEARS FROM.

VOTING

AGAIN. BUT THEY TEND TO
LIVE IN THE SHADOWS AND
ARE HARD TO LOCATE!

is added to a soldier’s salary during a de-
ployment. I'm not even factoring the cost
to fly soldiers who are deployed. So basical-
ly, the military is spending millions of dol-
lars so that several soldiers can pick up
trash or go on guard dut

I'm not saying that guardmg Iragi truck
drivers isn’t important, nor is picking up
trash. What I am saying is that it would
make more sense to put soldiers to work in
the job field they’ve been trained in. If
there’s too many soldiers for the job, don’t
deploy them and save the taxpayer a buck
or two.

. One example of this is the company I'm
n. An ordnance company is designed so
lhdl one platoon can run an ammo supply
point. We deployed four platoons and we
recently consolidated to three. One pla-
toon runs the supply pmm while the rest is
put to work doing details.

T strongly belleve that the government
and our military leaders should re-evalu-
ate the numbers to more appropriate lev-
els. It could save ’em a buck or two.

Spe. Cedric Canton
LSA Anaconda, Iraq

Prices are hard to swallow

T have a question as to the regulating of
the prices at the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service.

The prices at the AAFES at Camp Ana-
conda, Iraq, for a case of Gatorade have
more than quadrupled since the “heat”
has increased. You used to buy a case for
$5; now it is $21 per case.

I have convoyed to other camps in this
theater and they serve Gatorade in the
chow halls. Why is AAFES allowed to
“price gouge” during these periods of high-
er temperatures? 1 thought was
here to help serve the soldiers, not just
lighten the load in their wallets.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Neil Burke

Camp Anaconda, Iraq

Night Out a success

The Safe Neighborhood Awareness Pro-
gram of the Hanau community held its an-
nual National Night Out on Aug. 3. This
year’s event was a great success and could
not have been completed without the help
and tireless efforts of the following per-
sons/organizations: the 414th Base Sup-
port Battalion Provost Marshal Office;
Rocco Benevento and the staff of the Hes-
sen Bowl; Leon Garrison and the staff and
students of the Galaxy Teen Center; Sonya
Lloyd and the Rhein-Main Child and
Youth Services; the 414th BSB Fire De-
partment; Spc. Muhammed Jones and or-
ganization; Ellerd Brandt; JR Sports; Sgt.
Kim Cardona; Staff Sgt. Stephen Cardona;
Capt. Matthew Phelps; Lisa Wenke; Army
and Air Force Exchange Service; S & K
Sales Co.; The Herald Union; Marie DeLo-
pez, the 414th BSB directorate of public
works; Bianca Moton, and the staff of
Hanau Outdoor Recreation.

Hats off to you all!

Demetreia Watson
Hanau, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Veterans’ venture will let voices be heard

AMERICA
IS SAFER.

WASHINGTON
wo young Army officers with
time in Iraq are the brains be-
hind a new Web site called Opera-
tion Truth that will be launched

later this month.

Former Capt. David
Joseph L. Galloway Chasteen and 1st Lt
———— Paul Rieckhoff, who is
still serving in the
Army National Guard,
hope to “educate the
American public about
the truth of the wars in
Traq and Afghanistan
from the perspective
of the soldiers who

have experienced
them first-hand.”
Toward that end

they hope that their
Web site, www.optruth.org, will provide a
forum for soldiers and Marines still serving
in Iraq or just returned, to tell their stories,
post their digital photos and voice their com-
plaints.

Chasteen, a native of Muncie, Ind., and
Rieckhoff, a native of New York City, said
Operation Truth is a nonprofit soldiers advo-

ion and is nonpo-

war specialist, and Rieckhoff, a Guard infan-
try officer, served with the 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion in the attack that took Baghdad.

What they know is that today’s all-volun-
teer military is made up of a very small part
of America’s population. Most Americans
don’t know anyone in uniform and no one in
their family has served in the last generation
or two.

“The dialogue between soldiers and the
people they serve is gone, and we want to re-
start it,” Rieckhoff said. “If the majority of
Americans are content to be protected and
defended by a small minority of volunteer
soldiers then they need to pay attention to
those soldiers and take care of them and
their families.”

Although it is nonpartisan, Operation
Truth and the issues it wants to debate be-
fore the American people are likely to cause
the Bush administration some heartburn.
Their brochure says, “We intend to publi-
cize how poorly planned policies and ap-
proaches have manifested themselves as
problems on the front lines and back at
home. We will act domestically to protect
our troops and to aid them in their fight to
protect us.”

Some of the issues they hope veterans of
Iraq and Afg will sound out on in-

litical and not affiliated with any candidate.
But, like the soldiers they hope will post on
their Web site, they have more than a few
bones to pick with those in charge of the on-
going wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Rieckhoff told me, “This is just a big, big
After Action Review. After an operation in
the military we sit down and talk it over.
What was good, what was bad and how do
we fix what was bad. The only people who
ought to be afraid are those who have
screwed up.”

Both Chasteen, a chemical and biological

clud
W Stop loss: [It] is, Operation Truth says, a
back-door draft, “a Band-Aid solution imple-
mented to provide additional troop
strength.” They say stop loss is destroying
the concept of a volunteer military, damag-
ing to morale and “yet another indication
that the original plan for war was flawed.”
B The role of private contractors in com-
bat zones: Operation Truth says that compa-
nies such as Halliburton, KBR and Blackwa-
ter are weakening the military by drawing
away some of the most experienced

war-fighters with offers of much higher
wages and better benefits. They add that in-
troducing profit to the battlefield sets a bad
precedent.

M The Department of Veterans Affairs:
The VA budget will be cut nearly $1 billion
by the administration in the fiscal year 2006
budget. In addition the VA is closing or dras-
tically reducing services at 11 VA hospitals.
Further, Operation Truth says, some
572,000 veterans are believed to be owed dis-
ability pensions but are unaware they are
owed the money and no effort is being made
to inform them.

The two also hope to press for improved
national support systems for National Guard
and Reserve soldier families. Those families
need the same network of support and ser-
vices the Army provides active-duty troops
and their families.

These young American veterans, both in
their 20s, raise valid issues and solid ques-
tions as they prepare to launch a Web site
that could just as well be named The Voice
of the Soldier.

Joseph L. Galloway is the senior military
correspondent for Knight Ridder Newspapers
and co-author of the national best-seller
“We Were Soldiers Once ... and Young.”

Putting a finger on electromagnetic-pulse threat

BY JACK SPENCER

o you know that one missile, prop-

erly targeted, could degrade the

electronic grid of the entire conti-

nental United States? Do you also
know that even North Korea has weapons ca-
pable of doing this?

Here’s how it would work. Rather than tar-
get the warhead at land, enemies deliver
their payloads from 25 to 300 miles above
the Earth’s surface. There, radiation from a
nuclear explosion would interact with air
molecules to produce high-energy electrons
that speed across the earth’s magnetic field
as an instantaneous, invisible electromagnet-
ic pulse. Such an explosion would release a
pulse strong enough to disrupt power grids,

1 ic systems and icati
over the lower 48.

The United States never has prepared for
this threat because experts long assumed it
wouldn’t matter. An EMP attack, the theory
goes, would come as a precursor to a
full-scale nuclear exchange with our Cold
War nemesis, the Soviet Union. At that
point, the state of the power grid would be
the least of our problems.

But today, we must consider a giant elec-
tromagnetic pulse a significant threat on its
own. The congressional Commission to As-
sess the Threat to the United States from
Electromagnetic Pulse Attack calls EMP
“one of a small number of threats that has
the potential to hold our society seriously at
risk and might result in defeat of our mili-
tary forces.” A scientist who has studied the
issue says an effective EMP attack could set
back countries dependent on 21st century
technology by 100 years or more.

The commission’s report stressed that the
United States needs to figure out who,
among both states and nonstate actors, is ca-

pable of launching such an attack. Also, we
need to know where we are most vulnerable,
how we’d recover from such an attack and
what it would take to protect our military
and civilian systems.

Our military needs to retrofit some equip-
ment to resist such attacks and insist that
more new purchases come EMP at-
tack-proof. Of course, the best defense
against an EMP attack would be an effective
missile-defense system that intercepts the
missile before it reaches the United States.

It won’t be easy, and it will be costly. Pro-
tecting electronics infrastructure requires
that entire systems be encased in a metallic
shield. Antennae and power connections
must be equipped with surge protectors, win-
dows must be coated with wire mesh or con-
ductive coating and doors must be sealed
with conductive gaskets.

Fiber-optic cable is not vulnerable to
EMP, so it's in our interest to replace as
much copper cable with fiber-optic as possi-
ble. We also need to protect the switches and
controls that guide microelectronics in con-
junction with fiber-optic cable.

In the future, such protections can be engi-

neered into these products and structures, at
an added cost of 1 percent to 5 percent of the
price.
One step the United States can take for
free is to develop a policy — and publicize it
— that it would respond with devastating ef-
fect against anyone that launches an EMP
strike. We also should ensure that portions
of our military are protected against EMP,
field active defenses (such as a missile
shield) and passive defenses (such as switch-
ing to fiber-optic where possible) to reduce
the damage done by such an attack and in-
crease the risk for a would-be aggressor.

Hopefully, these changes, taken together,
would deter anyone from launching such an
attack.

‘We should make it a priority to develop a
plan not only to respond to such an attack
but to recover as quickly as possible — and
do so soon. All over the world, countries are
attempting to join the nuclear club. Most
would not be considered America’s allies.
Failure to address this significant vulnerabil-
ity only encourages leaders already hostile
to us to attempt to exploit this weakness.

There is real danger here. The technology
that makes us the leader among the world’s
nations only makes us more vulnerable.
We're unprepared now. That needs to
change.

Jack Spencer is a senior policy analyst for defense
and national security in the Davis Institute for
international Studies at The Heritage Foundation,
a Washington, D.C.-based think tank.

Mallard Fillmore
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Man goes berserk

SOMERSET A 38

year-old man stabbed him-
self several times in the chest,
then ran out of his parents’ beach-
front home and jumped into the
Taunton River, where he swam to
avoid rescue boats for more than
a half-hour, police said.

After the police on shore locat-
ed James Maddaleno, five offic-
ers boarded the police depart-
ment’s marine patrol boat and re-
sponded to the scene.

The fire department’s rescue
boat, manned by two firefighters,
assisted the police.

Two officers jumped into the
river and were able to persuade
Maddaleno to climb into the Fire
Department’s boat.

Police plan to charge Maddale-
no with disorderly conduct.

illed in crash

TERRE HAUTE — A semi-

trailer rear-ended a pickup
truck on Interstate 70, triggering
a chain-reaction crash that killed
both people in the pickup and in-
jured seven others, state police
said.

The accident east of Terre
Haute occurred as the semi driv-
er approached a line of traffic
that had stopped because of near-
by construction. The impact
lodged the pickup underneath the
semi, which dragged it more than
800 feet and hit seven other vehi-
cles, police said.

The names of the victims were
not immediately available. The
semi driver, Lester Jackson, 57,
of Sunbury, Ohio, was not in-
jured.

One of vehicles hit was a motor
home, which spun around and
caught fire almost immediately.
The family inside managed to get
out, officials said.

Troopers closed the highway’s
eastbound lanes for the day.

The injured were taken to
Terre Haute Regional Hospital.
Two were treated and released,
and three ‘were alrhfted to a hospi-
tal in

Two

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

cover monitoring equipment as
they go to work or attend drug or
alcohol rehab meetings.

Tornado may have hit

DANVILLE — A suspect-

ed tornado caused wide-
spread damage in this southern
Virginia city Thursday, collaps-
ing roofs and toppling trees and
power lines, officials said.

No injuries were reported.

Dawn Eischen, a spokeswoman
for the state Department of Emer-
gency Services, said the storm de-
stroyed a warehouse and col-
lapsed the roof of a Wendy'’s res-
taurant and half the roof of a Mar-
shall’s department store in a strip
shopping center.

“We suspect it was a tornado,”
Eischen said.

Susan Wright, assistant manag-
er of the Marshall’s, estimated
about 150 people were in the
store when the storm hit. She told
The Associated Press that she
herded panicked customers to-
ward the back of the store as win-
dows broke and ceiling tiles fell.

David Ioane Kali, 65, died June
19, and charges were dropped
Wednesday after a death certifi-
cate was presented to 4th District
Court officials. The cause of
death was not disclosed.

Kali had previously missed sev-
eral court appearances this year
because his lawyer said he was
too ill to fly from Hawaii for pro-
ceedings.

Kali was charged in March
2003 with dumping dangerous lev-
els of lead and zinc into Orem’s
water system over a three-year
period.

The waste, which included
three times the allowable limit of
lead and high levels of zinc, was
dumped into the sewer drain for
nearly a year, even after Kali was
warned that the discharge violat-
ed state law according to the orig-
inal charg

Orem Publlc Works  officials
have said no chemicals reached
the city’s drinking water or Utah
Lake, where the city’s waste
water goes after being treated.
The charges allege Kali violated
permits and pretreatment stan-
dards from March 11, 1999,
through Feb. 7, 2000.

State AG sues EPA

ST. LOUIS — Missouri’s
attorney  general Jay
Nixon sued the federal environ-
mental agency on Friday, saying
it is behind on testing the state’s
air for lead as required by law.
Nixon said in a news release
the federal lawsuit seeks to force
the Environmental Protection
Agency to comply with the Clean

Eischen said one
area, Forest Hill, was closed to ev-
eryone except residents because
of downed trees. She said two
power substations were dam-
aged. At the height of the storm,
nearly 10,000 customers were
without power.

Man dies; case dropped

PROVO Charges
against the operator of a
funct medical

Man fakes disppearance

FL TAMPA — When police

found a van helungmg toa
missing newspaper carrier, blood
on the steering wheel and a bullet
casing inside, they feared the
‘worst.

But it turned out the disappear-
ance and sudden reappearance of
Tampa Tribune carrier Clair
Hudak was all a hoax.

Hudak, a 54-year-old husband
and father of two grown children,
admitted to investigators that he
faked it all.

“He disappeared for a few days
due to personal reasons,” sher-
lff’s spokesman Lt. Rod Reder

Reder said Hudak will not be
charged in connection with the
faked  disappearance.  Since
Hudak didn’t report himself miss-
ing, the agency can’t charge him
with filing a false report.

Inmates tracked by GPS

PORTLAND — A pilot
program intended to re-
duce overcrowding at Cumber-
land County Jail will use global

accused of dumping hazardous
chemicals into Orem’s sewer sys-
tem was dropped last week, two
months after the man died in Ha-
waii.

Freestyle practice

Todd Potter kicks his feet up
during a practice jump in the
grandstands at the Richland Coun-
ty Fail in Mansfield, Ohio.

to track

low-risk inmates who are re-
leased early.

Inmates will pay $10 a day to

Potter was practicing for the
Boost Mobile Freestyle MX.Com
Tour Show.

Air Actby the air qual-
ity test.

He said a review is required
every five years but one has not
been done since December 1990.

High levels of lead have been
found in some south Missouri
communities, including in an
area near St. Louis home to the na-
tion’s largest lead smelter.

Urn takes a sojourn

NEW HOPE — An urn

containing cremated re-
mains disappeared from its spot
in front of a Bucks County fami-
1y’s home, only to be discovered
by hikers in a nearby field, police
said.

Upper Makefield police said
the family had kept their aunt’s
green marble urn in front of the
home for two weeks before it dis-
appeared, and relatives speculat-
ed that floodwaters carried the
urn on a journey down a small
neighborhood stream before de-
positing it in the field where it
was found Friday.

“This is certainly the strangest
thing I've ever dealt with,” Cpl.
Richard Krause said. He said he
suspected that someone stole the
urn and left it in the woods.

Judge allows construction

LAFAYETTE — A federal

judge ruled against the
Concerned Citizens Coalition, a
group trying to stop construction
of a connector for Interstate 49
through Lafayette. The group’s
suit claims the Federal Highway
Administration planned the inter-
state too close to a historic district
and park. The proposed five-mile
stretch of highway would be re-
quired to extend the highway
south from Lafayette to New Or-
leans.

3 _ Zach Jacobsen,
The pool to himself — almost 7% eoesy
seven children swimming at a pool Friday in Davenport, lowa. The pool
had been closed three days due to cool weather but opened when
Friday’s temperature reached 67 degrees, one degree above the
minimium.

Ceil Case
pulls up after
flying low over a field while heading for the Field of Dreams for the
flyover for the 13-and-under Babe Ruth World Series in Van Buren,
Ark.

Heading for the Field of Dreams
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A Staten Island ferry, the Guy V. Molinari, begins ts journey to
Staten Island, N.Y., from a Marinette, Wis., shipyard passing by the

New erry ets off

Sarnia area on the St. Clair River. The ferry is expecled lo arrive in New York harbor next month. The
boat left the shipyard Thursday after ji
new ferries being built.

Itis the first of three

Taking cover
Pedro Juarez, 2, left, joins broth-

5 Atlantic C ’s lan La er Jose, 15 months, beneath an
Summer swings e it umbrela as they wait with mother
the 38th annual Bri i Baseball in E Juarez to cross a street
Bridgeton, N.J. in El Paso, Texas.

Case Brister, 20 months, of Lampasas, Texas, readies to throw a
football to his babysitter as his father, Lampasas High School
linebacker coach David Brister, prepares to take a varsity team picture during media day at Badger Field
in Lampasas.

Ready for the pass

Big drug bust made

FL ST. PETERSBURG — The
moving truck, packed with
cardboard boxes and wood crates,
pulled into Hide-Away Storage Ser-
vices about noon. Howard Powell
had just finished unloading 11
boxes when federal agents
swooped down on the business.
Inside the semi-trailer: 4,179
pounds of marijuana, the largest
non-maritime marijuana seizure in
Florida in two years, agents said.
Investigators said the 2 tons of
pot is worth $3 million. A typical
federal marijuana interdiction
nets only 100 to 500 pounds.
Authorities arrested Powell, a Ja-
maican national, on federal charg-
es of conspiring with others to pos-
sess and distribute marijuana.
Investigators say Powell, 27, of
Miramar, is a middle man, a trusted
associate in a “very high-level” oper-
ation. He told investigators he was
paid $5,000 to meet the delivery.

Couple poisoned in plane

GILFORD — A couple who

apparently got sick from
carbon monoxide in a small plane
is in stable condition. William and
Diana Truman are being treated at
Dartmouth-Hitchcock ~ Medical
Center in Lebanon. Jennifer Tru-
man took control of the plane and
landed it safely with the help of an
air traffic controller after her fa-
ther passed out in the cockpit.

Dad faces gun charge

RICHMOND — After a

teacher found a loaded pis-
tol in the backpack of a Richmond
second-grader, the boy’s father
faces a misdemeanor charge of
making a firearm accessible to a
child.

Frank Greaves told Fort Bend In-
dependent School District investi-
gators that he had put the .380-cali-
ber semiautomatic pistol in a pock-
et of the backpack a while ago and
forgot that it was there.

The boy apparently didn’t real-
ize there was a gun in his back-
pack, said district spokeswoman
Mary Ann Simpson. She told the
Houston Chronicle that no action
would be taken against the child.

The boy’s teacher at Barbara Jor-
dan Elementary School was help-
ing students take out new school
supplies on the first morning of
school and felt something heavy in
the backpack.

“Fortunately, none of our stu-
dents saw the gun and no one was
hurt,” school principal Yvette
Blake said in a letter sent home to
parents.

The Class C misdemeanor car-
ries a fine up to $500.

Tutor pleads to sex crime

NY MINEOLA — A woman
hired to  tutor  an
11-year-old boy has pleaded guilty
to rape and sexual abuse of the
child and faces six months in jail
and 10 years probation when she is
sentenced later this year.

Kathy Tuifel, 46, of Hicksville,
pleaded guilty to one count of
first-degree rape and two counts of
second-degree sex abuse before
Nassau County Court Judge Jef-
frey Brown.

Tuifel could have faced 5 to 25
years in prison if she had been con-

victed on all three counts. In addi-
tion to jail and probation, Tuifel
will have to register with state au-
thorities as a sex offender.

Twin delivers twins

WYNNEWOOD —  The

odds of a fraternal twin giv-
ing birth to two sets of identical
twins may be one in a million, but
Geana Morris can attest to it.

She delivered the quadruplets —
two boys and two girls — on her
34th birthday at Lankenau Hospi-
tal. Mom and babies were doing
well, hospital officials said.

“It's a very special ‘birth’ day for
me,” said Morris, herself a frater-
nal twin.

Morris was implanted with two
embryos in January, with the hope
of carrying one to term. She and
her husband, Kurt, also have a
2-year-old son.

Dr. Andrew Gerson, who deliv-
ered the babies, put the odds of
such an occurrence at about one in
1 million quadruplet births.

Each of the newborns weighed be-
tween 2 and 3 pounds. Doctors hope
the babies, who are receiving some
help breathing, can be sent to their
suburban Philadelphia home by the
end of September, about a month
before their mother’s due date.

Doc gone wild

AUBURN — An assistant

state medical examiner

charged with dispensing
controlled drugs and attempted sex-
ual assault waived a preliminary
hearing.

Gene Nigro, 46, of Exeter, was
charged with trying to assault a
21-year-old man after injecting
him with a drug.

Nigro, who has been suspended
from the medical examiner’s of-
fice, waived a probable cause hear-
ing in Auburn District Court.

Prosecutors said Nigro has a
nearly 20-year history of plying
men with alcohol and drugs, then
trying to have sex with them.

Fish jam dam turbines

AUGUSTA — Officials in-
terrupted power genera-
tion several times at Thurmond
Dam recently after tens of thou-
sands of fish were killed in the
dam’s  hydroelectric  turbines.
Most of the dead fish were blue-
back herring, which school in
large numbers near the dam dur-
ing summer months. Jamie Sykes,
a district fisheries biologist for the
'S. Army Corps of Engineers,
sald about 18,700 fish were killed
Friday, 13,300 on Saturday and
14,120 on Sunday.

Fraud a numbers game

BOSTON — Nearly half
the state’s drivers are leav-
ing themselves susceptible to iden-
tity fraud by failing to replace their
Social Security number on their li-
censes with a scrambled, state-as-
signed number, officials said.
Beginning in October, drivers
who renew their licenses online
will no longer have the option of
using their Social Security num-
bers, and those who renew in per-
son at a registry office will be
given a state-issued number unless
they specifically ask otherwise.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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Overseas voters could be key to race

Experts say Bush-Kerry electlon could be close, making every vote vital

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON
he two major parties have selected
their candidates and staked out po-
sitions.

Polls show that the electorate is
fairly entrenched, and with our Electoral
College system, the election could turn on
afew key states.

The voting assistance officers have
fanned out to overseas bases and are re-
porting record numbers of people contact-

ed.

If you do the numbers, folks, you'll see
that the overseas military vote could de-
cide the whole shootin’ match.

“In an extremely close election, the over-
seas vote will no doubt be critical in many
states,” said Jamin Raskin, professor at
American University in Washington, D.C.,
who teaches election law.

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Missouri
and of course Florida are just five states,
all with significant numbers of electoral
votes, that are polling as dead heats.

“Every indication, every piece of re-
search that I've done on this election, tells
me it’s too close to call,” said Victoria Far-
rar-Myers, associate professor in the De-
partment of Political Science at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arling-

on.

Another factor, Far-
rar-Myers says,
makes this year’s race
tighter than most.

“The military vote
has trended Republi-
can, that’s not news to
anyone,” she said.
“But this year, there’s
an interesting twist:
[Sen] John Kerry is
the military candi-
date. He is a veteran, and he’s after the mil-
itary vote and the veteran vote.

“You [saw] it in the Democratic National
Convention — ‘John Kerry, reporting for
duty.” He’s going after the military vote,
something the Democrats haven't really
done. He’s putting the military vote very
much back into play.

“With George W. Bush, the military sup-
port is there, but it’s soft this time around.
There’s an enormous strain on the mili-
tary,” Farrar-Myers said.

Raskin agrees.

Raskin

JEREMY KIRK/Stars and Stripes

Second Lt. Brian Williams, left, a voting assistance officer with 8th Personnel Command,
helps two soldiers register to vote July 30 at Trent Gym at Yongsan Garrison in Seoul,

South Korea.

“What's gomg to happen in this race is
anyone’s guess,” he said. “The war veteran
is the Democrat, and the president has a
sort of murky National Guard history.”

The Bush camp vehemently denies this.

“It's had to quantify the overseas mili-
tary vote, but it's trended Republican and
we don’t anticipate that changing at all,”
said David Castillo, veterans coalition di-
rector at Bush-Cheney campaign head-
quarters in Arlington, Va.

“We feel that those serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan understand that the president
supports them, and that John Kerry turned
his back on them when he voted against
the $87 billion supplemental [funding]
package and was not present for the vote
on the $25 billion” that passed in June.

If the military vote did go to Kerry, it
would be a fairly significant cultural shift,
Raskin said.

“It’s safe to say that the military vote has
tended to support the incumbent during
wartime. It also has leaned Republican for
several decades now.

“The pivotal moment was probably the
Vietnam War, when the Democrats be-
came the anti-war party. The electorate

was reorganized during the '60s along this
cultural fault line, and the GOP began lean-
ing to military strength and nationalism.”

By the numbers

According to a report to the president
and Congress from the Federal Voting As-
sistance Program, it is estimated that
about 37 percent of U.S. citizens overseas
vote. Overall turnout among the American
public in the 2000 presidential election
was around 50 percent.

But take heart: About 70 percent of mili-
tary personnel do.

Americans abroad have not turned out
to vote in large numbers, historically.
Some see the registration and voting proce-
dures, mailing and waiting, as unnecessari-
ly complicated. And there have long been
urban legends that their votes are not
counted or just get lost or thrown away.

“Historically, I mean, [the problems of
election year] 2000 are not new; there’s
been an ongoing problem with disenfran-
chisement with the overseas vote,” Far-
rar-Myers said.

Raskin points to the 2000 election.

“The most graphic episode occurred
with the Florida vote in 2000, where the
overseas vote seems to have pushed Bush
over the top. Florida was unique, because
the votes came in in stages, so it was easier
to track which way they [voted].

“But with the legal resources being de-
ployed by both sides,” Raskin said, “no
state is going to throw out piles of ballots.

An angry tone

What bothers many Americans is the
nastiness and entrenchment on both sides.

CNN, once derided as the Clinton News
Network, is considered liberal beyond
hope, and liberals, or “progressives,” as
they now call themselves, scream bloody
murder at Fox calling itself fair and bal-
anced. Both sides have their attack dogs,
and what were once sober analyses of
views on the Sunday morning talk shows
have turned into fatuous free-for-alls in
prime time. You'd think a hockey game is
going to break out at any minute.

“We're at a point in
our country where it's
either all about ‘Fahren-
heit 9/11° or it's all
abuul ultra-Conserva-
tism,” said retired
Army Gen. Tommy
Franks, in town to pro-
mote his book, “Ameri-
can Soldier.”

“My experience in
this grand democracy,”
Franks said Aug. 9,
“has been that life in
America is somewhere between those two
poles, and so I try to stay away from the hy-
perbolic in this thing — that ‘Well, Michael
Moore had it all right’ or ‘he was a lyin’,
cheatin’, no good son of a gun.”

“I mean, there’s fact and there’s fiction
involved in that particular piece, just like
there’s fact and there’s fiction in the other
extreme ...

“But we ought to stop the business of say-
in’, “If you disagree with me, you're not a
patriot. If you disagree with me, you’re not
agood American.” ” In my view, there’s too
much of that.”

And so, my fellow Americans, send in
those federal postcard applications as soon
as you can, and vote. It might just be you
and those in your unit who help decide the
winner.

Franks

E-mail Pat Dickson at: dicksonp@ stripes.osd.mil

Wide world of voting information available on Web

he Internet can be a terrific resource for elections in-
formation, or a complete waste of time. Or both! Have
alook at some of these Elections 2004 sites:

W WwWw.¢ georgewbush com and www,johnkerry.com —
Promises, promises. The candidates’ stances on the big
topics.

W www.votenader.org — And then there’s Ralph Nader.
He’s running again.

matches your positions with who would be your best
choice.

B www.factcheck.org — A great way to shoot down
those Internet rumors and junk e-mails

W www.politics1.com — A site with a wide range of elec-
tion news items.

B www.cookpolitical.com — A nonpartisan look at the
political landscape in America.

and targeted at potential voters age 18 to 25
o www. com/tv_shows/ i
— Some silly stuff from Jon Stewart’s crew at The Daily
Show
W www.jibjab.com — Home to the famous “This land is
your land” parody with the weirdly jointed Kerry and
Bush trading insults.

B www.presidentmatch.com — A short quiz on issues B www.youth04.org — A site run by college students, — Patrick Dickson
Election Reporters and Joseph Giordono Vince Little Editors and Patrick Dickson On the cover:
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Battle lines are drawn
President George W. Bush and Sen. John Kerry have brought the military “front and center” in this year's presidential
race. Here are some of the issues and the stances that the two candidates have taken.

END Expand active-duty forces by 40,000, by adding | Seeking a temporary boost of 30,000 soldiers.

STRENGTH two Army divisions. Focused on rebalancing the reserve and active
Kerry also would increase by 1,200 the number | components to reduce the need for reserve
of civil affairs personnel - judges, physicians, | call-ps.
bankers, health inspectors, fire chiefs, for post-
conflict situations. He also would add 500
active duty personnel to the 4th Psychological
Operations Group, the only such group in the.

Army.

BASE PAY Would follow current law of offering In 2002, his first budget year, he gave
servicemembers the federal pay raise plus 0.5 | servicemembers a 6.9 percent pay raise. In
percent. Said he was open to higher raises, 2003, 4.8 percent; in 2004, 4.1 percent; for
particularly targeting entry-level enlisted 2005, scheduled 3.5 percent, all at least 0.5
personnel. percent above civilian raises.

HOUSING Promises to accelerate the construction of The 2005 defense appropriations bill funded
new military housing by providing incentives | a reduction of out-of-pocket expenses for
for private developers to build new housing on | military families living off-base to zero, down
or near military bases and lease it to military from 15 percent in 2001. The administration
families at a rate consistent with their housing | promises that 163,000 inadequate housing
allowances. units will be eliminated by 2007.

SGLI Has said he would provide cost-free Signed a bill in 2001 to make spouses eligible
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance to for up to $100,000 under the SGLI plan, and
those in combat areas, for a coverage of include children to be covered for $10,000. No
$250,000. word on special cases for combat areas.

BASE “I's premature to start going into a sort of Seeks a 2005 round of base closures in the

CLOSURES automatic post-Cold War base-closing process | United States. The Department of Defense
when we're in a war with very hot spots around | has reported 25 percent of excess “capacity.”
the world that may demand more from us, not
less,” Kerry said. Would delay 2005 round of
stateside base closures.

MISSILE Reduce total expenditures on missile defense, | Providing $10 billion for missile defense

DEFENSE but continue the prograr programs, an increase of $1 billion from FY

2004 levels. Committed to developing effective
missile defenses based on the best available
technologies, to be deployed at the earliest
possible date.

WEAPONS @ Sensing and control technologies that will @ Unmanned aerial vehicles such as those

DEVELOPMENT provide the foundation for effective operation | used in the war against terrorism, which provide
of unmanned and robotic systems. greater, longer-endurance intelligence and

combat capabilities directly to the war-fighter
® Precision weapons, including directed- at far less cost and risk to military personnel
energy weapons that can produce lethal and | than manned aircraft.
nonlethal effects.

® Unmanned underwater vehicles that can
® Data-fusion technologies that will enable | greatly extend the range and capabilities of
our military to act more decisively with submarines and surface ships at less cost and
enhanced situational awareness and greatly without risk to sailors.
improved intelligence assessments.

® The Army's Land Warrior technology, which
® More digital divisions, harness the power | digitizes the communications and intelligence
of “network centric” warfare, and improve capabilities of the individual soldier to enhance
tactical communications crucial to future military | situational awareness and combat capability.
success whether the next enemy is a terrorist,
an outlaw regime or a would-be peer @® Small precision bombs, which increase
competitor. the quantity of targets that each individual

aircraft can strike.
@ Investment in new, nonlethal technologies,
such as directed energy weapons that can @ Bunker-defeating munitions to target the
incapacitate the enemy without risking the growing threats of deeply hidden weapons of
lives of innocent bystanders — for use in urban | mass destruction.
combat and stability operations so that
America’s forces are equipped to win the peace
as well as the war.

FOREIGN Claims the Bush administration has “broken The President believes that the United States

RELATIONS relationships” with allies, and thus slowed has a special responsibility to help make the
America’s progress in the war on terror. Insists | world more secure. Acknowledges the value
his party’s diplomacy will bring other nations | of coalitions, but refuses to allow any nation
back into the war on terror, and get them to to veto U.S. action against an enemy.
put troops on the ground in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

PETER PHOTIKOEStars and Stripes

Source: The presidential campaigns and Stars and Stripes research

ast election proved
voters still vital
0 Electoral College

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va.
he Electoral College,
whose members, and not
the popular vote, ulti-
mately decide who wins

the U.S. presidency, won't keep
19-year-old Lance Cpl. Susan
Moyer from casting a ballot in
November.

“I'm going to vote. We’'re Amer-
ican and [voting is] something
we have an opportunity to do
that a lot of people don’t,” said
the young
Marine

stationed at

reason why I

want to vote.

People

fought a lot

for a fe- &
male’s right Moyer

to vote, and

alot of women in other countries
don’t get to, and I'm not going to
give up my right to vote because
of the Electoral College.”

And she knows what it is.

Sort of.

“Yeah, I'm a little confused
about it. T know a lot of people
are. And a lot of people say they
won't vote because they think
their vote doesn’t matter. And I
don’t understand how the person
the nation voted for can be differ-
ent than who becomes presi-
dent,” she said, referring to the
2000 election in which the tallied
popular vote favored former Vice
President Al Gore but the Elec-
toral College count put President
Bush in office.

The Electoral College is a
group of people, called electors,
picked by each state who official-
Iy elect the president and vice
president. The number of elec-
tors equals the number of repre-
sentatives in both houses of
Congress. The winner is the
candidate who receives a majori-
ty, at least 270, of the 538 Elector-
al College votes; 535 for each of
the states and three for the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Electors are chosen at state
conventions or can be rewarded
for a job well done by political
party leaders, said Rob Alex-
ander, an assistant professor of
political science at Ohio North-
ern University in Ada, Ohio.

Each state political party has
the same number of electors. In
Virginia, for example, Republi-
cans pick 13 people, Democrats
pick another 13, and even Ralph
Nader’s camp has 13 representa-
tives in the event he wins the
popular vote, Alexander said.

The political party of the candi-
date ‘who wins the popular vote

n the state sends its electors to
the state house in December to
cast the actual votes that will

elect the next president.

And that’s why it's important
for average citizens to go to the
polls, Alexander explained.

There are, however, the occa-
sional “faithless electors,” or
those who fail to vote for the
candidate to whom they pledged
support, Alexander said. While
there is no Cnmﬂtuﬂonal provi-
sion to ensure an elector votes as
they pledged, some states do
have laws to penalize a faithless
elector, though the laws never
have been enforced, Alexander
said.

For example, in 2000 a faith-
less elector in Washington, D.C.,
illegally abstained instead of
voting for Gore as she had
pledged, he said. “And nothmg
was ever done about it.

The Electoral College, created
by the nation’s founding fathers,
guarantees each state’s sover-
eignty in electing the executive
branch leader, said Alexander
and Professor Christopher Dun-
can, chairman of political science
at the University of Dayton, also
in Ohio.

“Tt also serves a broader agen-
da,” Duncan said. “We really
wouldn’t want a president who
only appeals to one parllcular
region of the country.

Bne outcome of the process is
that it “forces candidates to go
out and campaign in places
where there aren’t a lot of peo-
ple. They have to go west, and by
west, I don’t mean California.
They have to go to Iowa and
Ohio.”

Duncan said he hasn’t seen
data to suggest the Electoral
College dissuades people from
going to the polls, “but it makes
people angry,” he said, also
citing the results of the 2000
presidential race. Some argue it
undermines the principle of one
person, one vote.

In all states but Maine and
Nebraska, it's “winner take all”
in the Electoral College votes.
Lawmakers in those two wanted
to let electors cast votes mirror-
ing the will of voters in particu-
lar districts,
Alexander
said.

But it
serves a key
purpose,
said voter

ing in Irag.
“Since I find myself defending
the right to vote, I find it as a
duty of our citizens to take the
time to choose our civilian lead-
ers and representatives.

“Istill think our founding
fathers were right in the way
they designed the system,” Ward

SEE COLLEGE ON PAGE 8
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The number of presidential
candidates. I'd like to see the
legitimate formation of more
than two political parties. With
our incredible diversity, only
two parties are not
represenhtlve of the whole
country.

Ist Sgt. William Lemke
Wiesbaden, Germany

1 think the most important
issue is America’s relationship
wtlh Iraq and how long the

be there in the
coming years.

Navy Lt. j . Pete Grant
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan

The war and homeland
security. I’m afraid we may
see an increase in terrorist

attacks on the United States.

Pfc. Karina Arcia
Wiesbaden, Germany

My most important issue is my
candidate’s view on war and
how he feels we should keep

troops in Iraq.

Marine Pfc. Felix Baez
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan

It’s the e. Not so much
the war. The job situation at
home is not so good.

Sgt. It Class Darl Clark
Heidelberg, Germany

Iraq. How long are we going to
be there? Are we going
anywhere after that? | also
have some questions about
how we got into the war.

Senior Airman Adam Saunders
Yokota Air Base, Japan

Health care is my main
concern.
Marine Lance Cpl. Steve Colbert
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan

because it can be difficult for
spouses to find

Airman 1t Class Eric Donner
Rhein-Main Air Base, Germany

Homeland security. I feel that
changing presidents in the
middle of the war on terrorism
could cause instability with
homeland security.

Spe. Travis Jackson
Bamberg, Germany

The war. | like the direction.
We’re doing good 1gs il
Iraq. But | want to know where
each candidate stands on all
the related issues.

Airman 1st Class Craig Smith
Aviano A Base, ltaly

Education. No one has really
addressed it in this campaign.

Cadet Tom Pae
West Point
(visiting Yongsan Garrison)

The war in Iraq. Id like to see
the issues in Iraq solved as
'soon as possible.

Pfc. Colleen Blair
Kaiserslautern, Germany

Stars and
What is

important (
for you t

The economy. It’s about
selecting the right person to do
the job. If they can create
more jobs, the economy
improves.

Henry Roeder
Kaiserslautern, Germany

You think about the war in
Iraq, and of course, being in
the mllnary. You hear from

candidate is looking for — I
hate to be selfish — but for our

military’
And of course being a father ...
Iraq and other world

Irag. | want to see Bush finish

what he stai Plus, he’s
good to the military.

Master Sgt. Bab ewer
McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.

St Sgt. Tim Boyte
Osan Air Base, South Korea



RIPES - AUGUST 17,

2004

PAGE 5

iind

yallot

tripes asks:
the most

'oting) issue
his year?

The environment. More
planet-friendly. Neither [major
candidate] has really
addressed it so far, so I'm still
waiting.

Senior Airman Mike Ives
Aviano A Base, ltaly

All the money that’s going to
the war and helping them
rebuild Iraq. We’re losing

soldiers every day. That war is

never going to end.

Monica Erives
Heidelberg, Germany

This is my first time voting in
an election, so I'm paying
attention to how my candidate
handles military issues and
national security.

Navy Petty Officer Ist Class
Mishelle Vasquez
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan

I'd say our fight against
terrori: d national
security.

Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class
Jeremiah Johnson
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan

home, unemploym
Abroad, it would be the war, of
course.
Petty Officer 2nd Class Bruce Bagwell
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan

The biggest thing for me is
military pay. | think I heard
one side say ey were
going to reduce military pay.
As long as they keep the pay to
where we can survive both
overseas and in the States, it

should be good.

Staff Sgt. Ceresa Young
Misawa Air Base Japan

I'd have to say the welfare of
the poor. There are some that
don’t eat and others who have
four or five homes. Someone

who’s in there who cares
about that, whose mind and
heart is for the well-being of
the poor.

Serior Aiman Jeremy Phelps
Misawa Air Base, Japan

Pm the pri
Education. I'm interested in
finding out what's going on
with the No Child Left Behind
Ac

.

Melisa Klopfer
Principal, Aviano Elementary School
Aviano A Base, ltaly

Our relationship with other
countries. Our ties to the
international community, and
groups we're a part of, such as
the U.N.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Robert Carroll
Misawa Air Base, Japan

Abortion and gay marriage are
two issues on my mind. I'm

strongly against both.

Capt. Ryan Boyle
Yokota A Base, Japan

I'd have to say the war in Iraq
because it affects us the most.
Cadet Peter Hagstrom

oint
(visiting Yongsan Garrison)

My candidate has to care
about taxes and military
support.

Marine Pfc. Matthew Anderson
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan

For me, the most important
issue is what’s going on in thy
desert. How it’s affecting the
people there and the economy.
It just seems like chaos. We
need to get everyone back
home as quickly as we can.

Senior Airman Jeremy Baker
Aviano Air Base, Italy

Jobless rate. If everyone is
workmg ‘and making some
money, buying houses
tc., it would be a big boost to
the economy.

Noel Van Hassel
Rhein-Main Al Base, Germany

Hmm. ... Pm not sure.
Honestly, we don’t know
what’s gomg on, I’'m not going

to lie to you.
Lance. Cpl. Stephen Lagasse
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan



PAGE 6

- STARS AND STRIPES

Tuesday, August 17, 2004

ELECTION 2004

In Europe don’t delay voter registration

PHOTOS BY RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes.

Master Sgt. James Mc Gee, 469th Air Base Group voting assistance
officer, left, helps Staff Sgt. Jennifer Manamea-Nelson fill out her
Registration and Absentee Ballot Request last week at Rhein-Main Air

Base, Germany.

BY LISA HORN
Stars and Stripes

ime is of the essence for troops who want to
vote in this year’s presidential election.
The U.S. Postal Service’s recommended
deadline to submit a postcard application
form — which is used to register to vote — has
passed. But it doesn’t mean that local voting assis-
tance officers are giving up.

The deadline was set in the hope of avoiding the
problems of the 2000 election, when thousands of
overseas absentee ballots did not arrive in time to be
counted.

Even if soldiers, Marines, airmen and sailors
missed the first deadline, the Army and Air Force
commands say there will be a second push to help
out the troops.

“In addition to making additional contact right
now, we're also going to be pushing our [voting assis-
tance officers] in the latter part of August to go out
and do a second contact,” said Maj. Ricky Har-
nnglnn U.S. Air Forces in Europe personnel offic-

USAFE and U.S. Army Europe officials had
hoped to contact all soldiers and airmen by the end
of the week. But Armed Forces Voters Week —
Sept. 3-11 — will be one last chance for VAOs to rein-
force concepts and advise troops of their voting
rights and and to get last-
postcard applications in the

The commands said they do not Lrack the number

An airman fills out the Registration and Absentee
Ballot Request-Federal Postcard Application Form.

of servicemembers who have registered to vote, but
rather the number of troops voting assistance offic-
ers have contacted about voting procedures over-
seas.

As of early last week, USAFE voting officers had
contacted 79 percent or 26,900 U.S. military and
DOD civilians assigned to the command.

USAREUR was unable to release its current fig-
ures, but the command said it had contacted 70 per-
cent of its soldiers by the end of June.

“We expect to be close to 100 percent by Friday,”
said Army Maj. Brett Lindsay, 1st Personnel Com-
mand voting assistance officer.

SEE VOTING ON PAGE 7

Pacific voting assistance officers help
make confusing process a little easier

BY JENNIFER SVAN
Stars and Stripes

pc. Joe Brooks held his
voter registration applica-
tion in his hand in Yong-
san Garrison’s sweltering
Trent Gym recently, promising
he would fill it out after he con-
firmed his home information.

Brooks said he didn’t vote in
the last presidential election, at-
tributing it to laziness. This year,
however, Brooks — who de-
scribed himself as a Democrat
voting Republican this time — is
charged up.

“I'm really excited because a
lot of people have different
views,” said the 23-year-old per-
sonnel administrator.

Brooks is one of thousands of
8th Army soldiers in South Korea
going through the service’s Per-
sonnel Asset Inventory, a physi-
cal head count of every soldier in
every unit worldwide. This year,
U.S. Forces Korea commander
Gen. Leon LaPorte incorporated
voter registration programs into
the asset inventory — virtually
guaranteeing that every soldier in
South Korea will be contacted by
avoting assistance officer.

With the Nov. 2 presidential
election nearing, the race is on to
get Pacific-based troops regis-
tered to vote.

Vo(mg assistance officers say
the services are making a concert-
ed effort to reach every soldier,
sailor, airman and Marine — as
well as civilian workers and fami-
ly members — to avoid a repeat of
four years ago. In the 2000 general

election, an estimated 29 percent
of military personnel who wanted
to vote did not get absentee ballots
or received them too late.

Steve Stacy, the U.S. Army
Japan voting assistance officer,
said, “We’re not supposed to talk
about Florida.”

But it's impossible to not talk
about Florida. The state was pivot-
al in 2000 and changed the way
military voting officers overseas
do business.

The VAO job is an extra duty,
but there’s a much greater empha-
sis on the program, Stacy said,
namely because the Defense De-
partment reviewed each services’
voting processes after the 2000
election and found shortcomings
“with respect to people just
weren’t getting the word or they
didn’t understand that they could
vote even though they were over-
seas working for the government.”

Army and Air Force voting as-
sistance officers in Japan, South
Korea and Guam are mandated to
contact every active-duty mem-
ber in their units about voting.
‘They’re not allowed to be partisan
in their approach, nor can they re-
quire a servicemember to vote.

“We're supposed to ask: ‘Have
you registered to vote? Do you
know how? Do you need any assis-
tance? ” said Maj. Darren Rho-
ton, a voting assistance officer at
Misawa Air Base, Japan.

The S0 voting officers for
USARJ spread throughout Japan
and Okinawa are required to
hand a federal post card applica-
tion to every soldier; it’s a post-
age-paid document that gets one

registered to vote and on the list
to receive an absentee ballot.

Individuals can print out the
same application on the Internet
at www.fvap. gov.

In South Korea, each soldier is
likely to be approached at least
twice, said Master Sgt. Mary-
lynne Hayes, a voting assistance
officer with the 8th Personnel
Command.

“The reason, we like to think, is
because the close outcome of the
last election,” said Col. Richard
A. Rhodes, head of the 8th Army
office. “It was decided by Florida,
which was probably decided by
absentee ballots. Soldiers realize
that and know their votes actually
mean something.”

JEREMY KIRK/Stars and Stripes

Second Lt. Brian Williams, left, a voting assistance officer with 8th
Personnel Command, helps two soldiers register to vote last month at
Trent Gym at Yongsan Garrison in Seoul, South Korea. Military officials

are putting a heavy emphasis on voter registration this election year,

SEE ASSISTANCE ON PAGE 7

striving to contact with each servicemember.

WORKER'S COMP - CIVILIAN DoD CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEES
INJURED IN IRAQ OR ANYWHERE OVERSEAS

For free information about the Federal Worker's Compensation
rights of injured DoD civilians under the Defense Base Act
(42 U.S.C. § 1651) please contact:

Gary B. Pitts, Attorney-at-Law, Houston, Texas
(713) 910-0555; defensebasecomp @aol.com
or visit www.gulfwarvetlawsuit.com/workcomp.html

SAVE THIS AD

Adnitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, and U.S. Dept. of Labor
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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Voting: Getting troops registered

VOTING, FROM PAGE 6

In an effort to reach all soldiers, US-
AREUR started handing out the federal
form at unit formations in July, said Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Paul Young, USAREUR
voting action officer.

“We talked to all the soldiers, we took
them to all the Web sites of their home
states and we went back a second time to
make sure everybody was registered,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Matt Shea, of Headquar-
ters and Service Company, 66th Military
Intelligence Group in Darmstadt, Germa-
ny. “I would say we have 100 percent of

our soldiers registered.”

The voting officers did their jobs making
sure soldiers were informed, according to
Spe. Dustin Pfaff, of Company A, 32nd Sig-
nal Battalion in Darmstadt.

“They made sure that we knew [about
voting procedures],” Pfaff said. “I think it
was battalionwide — all platoon leaders
had to go to a class.”

Pfaff, along with Spc. Thomas Allen and
Pfc. Chris Carder, also of Company A, said
they mailed their postcard applications
after voting was discussed at a formation
in June. They said they received notifica-
tion that they were registered with their

states about a month later.

An additional 90,000 forms were sent to
soldiers in deployed locations, Young said.

“If they register, that’s going to trigger
the ballot to come to them whether it’s for
the primary or for the general election,”
‘Young said. “So it’s not something [service-
members] have to keep up with [every
year] as long as they are registered and
keep their address updated.”

Ballots sent from deployed locations are
to be postmarked no later than Oct. 11 in
order to be counted in the November elec-
tion. Troops in Europe are asked to send
their ballots in no later than Oct. 15.

PLEASE CONTACT US OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.REPUBLICANSABROAD.ORG

TO FIND OUT HOW.

You can contact us toll-free at 1-866-839-2688, fax to 202-608-1431,
or E-mail us at vote2004 @republicansabroad.org.

For servicemembers unable to get in con-
tact with their voting assistance officer, the
federal postcard application form can be
printed off the federal voting assistance
program Web site at www.fvap.gov and
mailed at the voter’s expense.

Forty-four states also allow voters to
register by fax, Lindsay said. And Florida
— the site of the last election’s biggest con-
troversy regarding overseas ballots —
will e-mail ballots to its registered over-
seas voters for this year’s elections, Lind-
say said.

E-mail Lisa Horn at: horni@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Assistance:
Helping voters

ASSISTANCE, FROM PAGE 6

This year, Rhodes said, the com-
mand will have distributed more
than 50,000 federal postcard
voter registrations, which had an
Aug. 15 deadline. The command
also reaches out to civilian work-
ers and family members and will
be a source for absentee ballot in-
formation as well.

The command is airing at least
four commercials weekly on
American Forces Network televi-
sion and radio stations, featuring
LaPorte and 8th Army command-
er Lt. Gen. Charles Campbell urg-
ing soldiers to vote.

The Navy’s goal was to reach
every servicemember and civil-
ian affiliated with the service by
Aug. 13, said Lt. Eudora Franklin,
voting assistance officer for Com-
mander, Naval Forces Japan
headquarters.

Servicemembers in the Pacific
say it's hard to miss the message
about registering to vote, whether
it’s cast from voting officers, base
fliers, mass briefings or command
radio and television promotions.

Turaeza Hose and Jade Domij
go, staff sergeants with 35th Servic-
es Squadron at Misawa, said they
both have had “face-to-face inter-
action” with their voting officers.

Four years ago, while stationed
at Andersen Air Force Base,
Guam, they didn’t even know
they had a voting officer, Hose
said. Domingo said she didn’t
vote then, but plans to this year
“because I'm older.”

The service hasn’t reached all
sailors: Seaman recruit Brandon
Bromley, living on a berthing
barge three weeks after arriving
on base before assignment to the
USS Kitty Hawk, said he had not
been contacted. He said he definite-
ly wanted to vote and planned to
vote but did not know how to vote
from overseas.

Air Force officials in South
Korea say they also are embark-
ing on an aggressive “100 percent
contact” effort.

A big push will be made during
the week of Sept. 3-11, which the
Defense Department has desig-
nated Armed Forces Voters
Week.

Joseph Giordono, Jeremy Kirk, Vince
Little, Nancy Montgomery and Mark
Rankin contributed to this story.

E-mail Jennifer Svan at:
i@pstri d.mil
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College: States stay important

COLLEGE, FROM PAGE 3

said. “We often forget we are a
federal republic where power
is shared between the states
and the national government.
The Electoral College makes
the outcome in each state
important.

“If the system wasn’t set up
as it is, you would never see
campaigning in Towa, but
rather at urban population
focus points [such as] Califor-
nia, New York and Florida.
Although we don’t base the
outcome on the popular vote,
the individual citizen’s vote is
important to the outcome of
each state election.”

Are there problems with the
system?

rmy Maj. Dave Filer, an
Infantry officer and formerly
an assistant professor in the
Department of Social Sciences
at the United States Military
Academy at West Point, says
it's worth discussing.

“That is arguable; one might
agree that the American public
is smart enough — trust in the
wisdom of the masses — to
make a choice without having a
system where state electors do
it for them. Although, historical-
ly, the electors have pretty

Electors for each state*
O3 With decrease

B With increase

Counting the electoral vote

The number of electors for each state is equal to the state’s number of senators (always two) and U.S. representatives
(based on population). Here are the changes for 2004, which reflect the resuits of the 2000 Census.

3 No change

“Total number
of electors is
always 538

2004 electoral vote changes
Arizona +2
California +
Colorado “
Connecticut 1
Florida 2
Georgia 2
llinois 1
indiana 1
Michigan  —1
Mississippi  —1
Nevada il
New York —
North Carolina +
Ohio 1
Okiahoma 1
Pennsylvania —
Texas +2
Wisconsin 1

b

b

A voter’s Top 10

en things you can do to en-
sure your absentee vote IS
counted, according to
Federal Voting Asslstance
Program:

W Contact your unit/embassy/orga-
nization Voting Assistance Officer
for help in absentee registration and
voting.

W Visit the Federal Voting Assis-
tance Program’s Web site at
‘www.fvap.gov for information on the
absentee registration and voting pro-
cess.

W Make sure that you have ap-
plied for your absentee ballot using
the hard copy or online version of
the Federal Post Card Application.

W Make sure your local election of-
ficial has your current mailing ad-
dress.

M Sign and date all election materi-
als.

W Fulfill your state’s witness/nota-
ry requirements, if required.

B Make sure your ballot or FPCA
is postmarked.

W Register to vote and request
your ballot in a timely manner — no

SOURCE: U.S Federal Election Commission

much followed the will of the
majority of people in the state. T
think the argument about ‘faith-
less electors’ is overblown.
“Interesting to note, howev-
er, that we'd have a different
president today if we went
simply by the majority public

vote,” said Filer, assistant
director for Joint Strategic
Plans and Policy for the Multi-
national Security Transition
Command in Baghdad.
“Question is, should we have
a system today that was based
on antiquated ideals of aristoc-

APIKRT/Stars and Stripes.

racy and distrust for the opin-
ion of the masses? Maybe the
American people as a whole
are ‘smart enough’ today to
know who they want selected
for president. Maybe not.”

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
E d 1tz at:

later than . A lot of dead-
lines have been floated out there —
do it now!

M Mail your ballot not later than
Oct. 15. (Oct. 11 is recommended
from deployed locations.)

W Use the Federal Write In Absen-
tee Ballot if you are overseas and
your state absentee ballot does not
arrive in time to be mailed back by
the state’s deadline.

Party has

Worked for military social programs, including 100%
tuition-free college courses.
Worked to bring the WIC mother and child nuitrition
program to our bases overseas.

Fought to protect veterans’ benefits.

Your right, your privilege, your duty.
America needs you.

Vote

Democrats believe that those who put their lives on the line for
their country deserve a better shake. That’s why the Democratic

For online voting assistance,
vote@democratsabroad.org
www.democratsabroad.org
www.overseasvote2004.com

DEMOCRATS
%ROAD

el
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Horoscope

Jupiter and Satum aspect one
another in a way that lets us know
how we're doing — a cosmic
“check-in” to be sure that
we're ready for what's to
come. Have we really
leamed our lessons from
the past? Are we fit to
receive what we're asking
for? These questions and
more will be answered the
weeks to come.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY

ust 17). You've got
the strength and conviction
to run a marathon this year
(or whatever that would be
in your world as it is now)!
September finds you attracting all
kinds of attention — you're super-de-
sirable to just the person you'd like
to captivate. October calls on you to
be aggressive because if you
snooze, you lose. Love signs are
Aquarius and Libra.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
As the sun moves and the light
changes through the day, so will
your mood. But your fans love you
in every mood — even the salty
moods. What you've got to accom-
plish is far more than you can do
alone. Get help.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Foreign territory calls to you, and
you're brave enough to answer the
call. You'll have to leamn the ropes in
this new arena. Choose your role
model very carefully. Attractive but
seffish people have little to teach
you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). If
you're to stay positive in a relation-
ship, you'll have to clear up the
blocks to free-flowing communica-
tion. The temptation is to say all that
you've been thinking, but once a
hurtful truth comes out, you can't
take it back. Be strategic.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You're subject to powerful influence.
You could meet someone who
sparkles in your eyes. Instant infatua-
tion ensues — the kind that makes
you want to run five miles and read
books to make yourself more intelli-
gent.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). With a

few tweaks, a refationship could
really be enriching to both parties.

Joyce Jillson

Your need for intimacy grows, and
s0 does your ability to ask for it. You
fear rejection but move forward
anyway, which is why you'll ulimate-
ly be fuffilled.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). In
matters of finance, you've been
holding back out of fear.
That's got to stop! You'll
make more as you re-
solve to do so. Don't
worry about the “how”
right now — just concen-
trate on creating the
feeling that you deserve
abundance.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). When a
partner fails to meet an
obligation, you're the one
who is required to pick up
the slack. The favor will be retumed
10 you later, but be sure to reinforce
to your friend that this can never
happen again o it becomes a habit.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Feelings can be deceptive and
overblown, especially when you're a
sensitive Scorpio. But it's time to
trust those wily emotions in spite of
how they've wronged you in the
past. Let your heart lead the way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Do your research. What you
don't know could hurt you! Be willng
to uncover facts that don't support
your current opinion. The more
information you can gather now the
better your decisions will be.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're aware of your motiva-
tion, so you skillfully make the most
of complex situations. You're not
hung up on the particulars, but
instead, you're intent on meeting
your heart's aims. It's easy for you to
create win-win solutions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
A central relationship takes your
focus now. This partnership has
come a long way but still has a long
way to go. You may have to wade
through emotional garbage in order
to get to the real reason you're still
with this person.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
A change of scenery will knock out
the “blahs” and put you in a playful
mood. When you're the “new guy” in
the environment, you're automatically
surrounded by intrigue and extra
attention. Bask in it while you've got it.
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Sex drive differences cause friction

Dear Abby: rm writing re-
garding your reply to “Needs
More,” whose sexual appetite is
bigger than her fiancé’s.

You advised her not to marry
him because of it. I disagree.

T have been married to a won-
derful man for three
years. Had I let our dif-
fering drives stop me
from marrying him, T
would have missed out
on a loving, mature,
attentive husband and
father to our children. I
actually think I have it
better than many women
out there whose hus-
bands demand sex daily.

There is more to a
relationship than sex. My
husband shows me love
and affection in hundreds of
other ways.

Perhaps “Needs More” should
take a closer look at their rela-
tionship. If sex is the only thing
lacking, other ways of physically
expressing love — like hugging,
holding hands and kissing —
could be substituted. If she nur-

Dear Abby

tures her relationship in all the
other ways, she may find, as T
have, that his desire grows in
time. Libido fades with age; love
does not.
- Satlsfed in All Ways
in Knoxville
Dear Satisfied: Youand your
husband have been
able to negotiate past
your differences and
make your marriage a
fulfilling one. That is
not the case with many
of the wives and hus-
bands who write to me.
Sometimes I wish I
could run a dating
service for all of the
mismatched couples
who feel sad, frustrat-
ed, isolated and unat-
tractive to the person
they love. The reasons for a low
sex drive can vary. Read on:

Dear Abby: That letter from
“Needs More” could have been
written by me 20 years ago. I
married my best friend, who also
had very little interest in sex.
During our six-year marriage we

argued frequently and I felt
more and more undesirable.
When I finally found the strength
to leave the marriage, it broke
both our hearts.

Two years later, my ex real-
ized that he was gay. It made so
much sense in retrospect. I agree
with the advice you gave “Needs
More.” She should keep her
fiancé as a friend, but she should
not marry him.

— Been There, Done That
in Virginia

Dear Been There: Thank you
for sharing your experience. The
mail I have received from read-
ers has been divided on this
issue. About one-third came from
women, like yourself, whose
husbands turned out to be gay.
Another third said the problem
had been caused by a hormonal
or chemical i or depres-

JUNMUSLE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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sion, which had been successful-
ly treated. The rest felt I should
reconsider my advice.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
{05 Angeles CA 50066. Réaders can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Conflicting views about mom’s dress

Dear Annie: This is
for “Rubbed the Wrong
Way in Lincoln, Neb.,”
the stay-at-home mom
who complained because
a woman wore a thong
swimsuit in front of her
children. The mother
took a photo of the
woman and anonymously
hung it on her door with
a wiseacre caption.

What a crude and
mean thing to do. If someone did
that to me, I would call the police
and hope to have her arrested for
harassment.

And where did her children
learn to call the neighbor by the
distasteful and low-grade nick-
name “The Butt Lady?” Neither
this woman nor her children
sound like models of decorum to
me.

At my health club, these
women think they own the pools
merely because they have their
kids with them.

1 would be ever so grateful if

Annie’s M

someone would dis-
lodge these women and
their screaming off-
spring for just one day.
— Rochester, N.H.

Dear Rochester:
Most of our readers do
not agree with you.
Read on:

From Kentucky: We
had a similar situation.
“Jen” was a 30-some-
thing, well-built blonde
who always came to the pool in a
string bikini, then would pose,
stretch and show off in front of ev-
eryone. Leers, jeers and com-
ments did not stop her.

Several of us decided to fight
back. These gals, of every shape
and size, paraded around in front
of Jen in similar attire. One rath-
er overweight older woman ar-
ranged to have a bikini “malfunc-
tion” in front of Jen and her
hubby. She got the message.

Boston: You said if the building
has no dress-code restrictions,

there wasn’t much she could do.
If it's a condo, she can get togeth-
er with other residents to petition
the trustees to adopt dress-code
restrictions. If the trustees
refuse, they can organize to elect
new trustees. If it'’s a rental, I
would think a landlord might re-
spond to a large number of ten-
ants asking for a dress or behav-
ior code at the pool.

Highland, Ind.: Since she is get-
ting no help from the landlord
(I'm sure he is enjoying the scen-
ery), please advise her to check
with her local police department
regarding the woman being in a
state of partial nudity in public. It
may seem like a drastic measure,
but I wouldn’t think twice about it
if my children were exposed to
public indecency like that.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

Please e-mail your questions to
et, or write
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
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Vegas wedding for Hilton heiress

Nicky Hilton, the hotel heiress and socialite, has tied
the knot with her beau in a late-night ceremony in Las
Vegas, according to court filings obtained by The Associ-
ated Press.

Hilton, 20, married New York
money manager Todd Andrew Meis-
ter, 33, at the Las Vegas Wedding
Chapel early Sunday, according a
Clark County marriage license.

“They’re happy and doing well,”
said Elliot Mintz, spokesman for Hil-
ton. “This is a real, meaningful, lov-
ing relationship. They are glowing.”

“Access Hollywood,” which first
reported the wedding, said older sis-
ter Paris Hilton and actress Bijou
Phillips were present during the
2:30 a.m. ceremony.

George Maloof Jr., owner and operator of the Palms ca-
sino hotel, confirmed the ceremony had taken place and
said the couple gave no indication of their plans.

Nicky Hilton

Salsa musician named tourism minister

Famed salsa musician Ruben Blades will be Panama’s
new tourism minister, said President-elect Martin Torri-
jos.

Torrijos, who takes office Sept. 1, announced Friday he
would raise the Panamanian tourism institute to Cabinet
level at the same time he named Blades to head it.

The singer-songwriter and Harvard-educated attorney
ran for president in 1994 but decided to back Torrijos in
this year’s election.

Actor backs out of Haiti celebration

\ |

Actor Danny Glover backed out of
acruise commemorating the Haitian
bicentennial, saying he did not want
to appear to support the government
installed after Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide was ousted as president.

Poet Sonia Sanchez also canceled.

“Due to the increasingly critical
political situation in Haiti, which re-
sulted in a loss of life, oppression
and incarceration of thousands of
Haitians, I have canceled my partici-
pation,” Glover told The Miami Her-
ald before the Caribbean cruise set
sail on Saturday.

Glover

Few details about moviemaker’s new play

1t's set in Brooklyn in the 1950s,
but that's all anyone is saying about
the plot of Woody Allen’s new play,
“A Second Hand Memory,” which
will have its world premiere in No-
vember at off-Broadway’s Atlantic
Theater Company.

The production, which opens Nov.
22, will be directed by Allen and will
feature a cast that includes Michael
McKean, currently playing Edna
Turnblad on Broadway in “Hair-
spray”; Martha Plimpton, and Do-
minic Chianese, best known for play-
ing Uncle Junior on “The Sopranos.”

Can you go home again?

Singer Amy Lee of the Grammy award-winning rock
band Evanescence returned home for the final show of
the band’s latest tour.

e said in an interview Saturday at Alltel Arena,
across the Arkansas River from her hometown of Little
Rock, Ark., that it was a bit “weird” to be home.

“I don’t like the attention of ‘Y-
oure famous so talk to me,’” Lee
said. “Well, why do you want to talk
to me? Just because you think ‘It’s
going to make me cool.” That's some-
thing I don’t understand really.”

Lee said when she’s in Little Rock,
many fans ask if she remembers
them. She said her family moved
around a lot when she was young,
but came to Arkansas when she was
12 or 13 years old.

The band’s debut album “Fallen”
went platinum and earned them two
Grammys last year for best new art-
ist and best hard rock performance for the single, “Bring
Me to Life.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

White Castle

SOPHIE GIRAUD/New Line Productions

John Cho, left, stars as Harold and Kal Penn stars as Kumar in New Line Cinema’s comedy “Harold and
Kumar Go to White Castle.” Cho and Penn believe that their characters’ personalities are complete
opposites from their own. However, they enjoyed stepping out of their realm and not being themselves
during the movie. People magazine named the duo the “hottest young bachelors” in Hollywood.

BY BETSY PICKLE
Scripps Howard News Service

ohn Cho and Kal Penn pulled a

switcheroo as roommates who

20 on a fast-food adventure in

“Harold and Kumar Go to
White Castle.”

Cho plays Harold, an uptight invest-
ment banker. Penn plays Kumar, a
slacker determined to keep cruising
on his father’s dime while dodging
medical school.

“I tend to be, in real life,
more of a Harold type than a
Kumar, so it was really fun to
play this character that just
was so laid back and didn’t
care,” says Penn.

“It was really hard for me
playing Harold because in real
life ’'m more like Kumar,” says Cho.
“And actually, acting-wise, I'd come
Off of broader stuff. The last gig that I
had was a sitcom, and I was the funny
man in the sitcom.”

“Harold and Kumar Go to White
Castle,” which opened July 30 in the
States, has been promoted as a come-
dy starring “the Asian guy” from
“American Pie” and “the Indian guy”
from “Van Wilder.” But readers of
People magazine got to see the actors
in a different light this summer —
both were featured in a spread on Hol-
Iywood’s hottest young bachelors.

Fans who meet them are often sur-
prised when they don’t match the
characters they've played on screen,

either in demeanor or in appearance,
Cho and Penn say.

“I get, ‘You're better looking than I
thought you were,” ” says Cho, 32.

“I get that, too: ‘Better looking in
person than you are in movies,’ ” says
Penn, 27. “I feel like partially that's a
good thing because if I'm meeting
somebody, I'd rather look better in
person. But I know that a lot more peo-
ple are gonna see me in a film than I
will ever meet, so it's weird.”

Born in Seoul, South Korea, and

&k 7 get, ‘You're better looking than

1 thought you were.’¥¥

John Cho

reared in Los Angeles, Cho earned a
bachelor’s in English literature from
the University of California at Berke-
ley.

New Jersey native Penn attended a
performing-arts high school in_his
home state before entering the UCLA
theater program. After years of work-
ing in supporting roles, it was a pleas-
ant challenge to play the lead, says
Penn.

“You get to sit down with the direc-
tor and with the other actor and the
writers and define who this guy is and
talk about the way the journey’s going
and get on the same page with every-
thing. As opposed to a lot of the small-
er, sidekick characters that I've
played before where you're coming

into a situation that's already been es-
tablished,” he says.

Cho was taken aback that the char-
acter had been written for him.

“I had met one of the writers at a
screening, and he had told me about
it,” recalls Cho. “Really, my trepida-
tion was, he said, T've written this
part, and I've got you in mind.” And I
thought, ‘Oh jeez.”

“Because sometimes if people had
written a role based off of your ‘Van
Wilder’ or based off of seeing me in
‘American Pie,’ I'd think, ‘Is it
the same thing again? So I
was a little bit, like, I don’t
want to say suspicious — that
sounds like a strong word —
but somewhere approaching
that, I'd say.”

Although neither will con-
fess to spending an entire night
stoned and looking for little square
hamburgers (Penn doesn't eat beef),
they’re familiar with being obsessed.
For Penn, the quest was to be an
actor.

“Mine was a girl,” says Cho. “One
time (in college) I was driving home
for the weekend, and I turned the car
around and went the other way and
went a few hundred extra miles to see
this girl.”

“That's the funny thing — anytime
you want something in a movie,
you've gotta bring up the girl in your
head, for me. The burgers become the
girl. It’s the easiest thing to access for
me.”

Actor
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Beer’s tribute falls flat for some

BY JULIET WILLIAMS
The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Miller Brewing is celebrating
the “SO0th Anniversary of Rock 'n’ Roll” with eight
commemorative beer cans that feature Rolling
Stone cover shots of Elvis Presley, Blondie and oth-
ers.

What’s missing, some say, is a black artist.

Robert Thompson, a professor of pop culture at
Syracuse University, called the absence “beyond
conspicuous,” because black artists often are cred-
ited with inventing rock n’ roll.

“It would be like doing a set of cans of six great
Impressionist painters and not including any
French people on it,” he said. “It leaves out an enor-
mous amount.”

The promotion, which ties rock’s anniversary to
Presley’s debut at Sun Studios, also depicts Alice
Cooper, Bon Jovi, Def Leppard and Willie Nelson,
as well as the guitars of Eric Clapton and Joe
Walsh, on cans being issued this summer by the
brewer and the magazine.

AP Gary Armstrong, chief marketing officer for
Rolling Stone publisher Wenner Media, said race
wasn't a consideration when choosing the artists.

“We didn’t even consciously think pro or con,
the same way that the only woman on there is
Blondie. We just went with the people that we
thought were appropriate,” he said. “We went
through [the covers] and said these people we
don’t think are appropriate, or wouldn’t appeal to
Miller drinkers.”

Six of the initial 10 inductees into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland in 1986 were black,
including Chuck Berry, James Brown, Ray
Charles and Little Richard.

Some Miller Brewing promotion cans are seen
outside the company’s Milwaukee brewery on July
28. The commemorative beer cans, celebrating the
“50th Anniversary of Rock 'n’ Roll,” feature Rolling
Stone cover shots of Elvis Presley, Bon Jovi, Willie
Nelson and others.

Miller spokesman Scott Bussen said the compa-
ny started with a broad wish list, but its choices
were limited to Rolling Stone covers.

Armstrong noted that Rolling Stone wasn’t
around for the birth of rock 'n’ roll — it debuted in
1967, years after many formative black artists of
the genre emerged. And some artists who ap-
peared on its covers balked at being associated
with a promotion involving alcohol, he said.

Thompson said everyone has an opinion when it
comes to rock, and maybe the cans were meant to
generate buzz more than anything else.
alot of people will have a lot to say
,” he said. “Oftentimes that’s the

Phish guitarist Trey Anastasio, left, plays with bassist Mike Gordon
during the final day of the Phish festival Sunday in Coventry, Vt. Phish
announced they would break up at the festival’s end.

Phish gives fans

heartfelt phinish

BY TIM MCCAHILL
The Associated Press

COVENTRY, Vt. — Concert
lights darkened and more than
60,000 fans fell silent as Phish
took the stage for its final gig, cap-
ping off a series of farewell con-
certs that marked the end point of
the band’s two-decade-long histo-

ry.

With the somber rock ballad
“Fast Enough For You,” Phish
captured the bittersweet feeling
that pervaded its last shows,
staged over a two-day festival in
northeastern Vermont, the jam
band’s home state.

Some moments during the
48-hour musical rollercoaster
were sad, such as when lead sing-
er Trey Anastasio held back sobs
as he thanked fans for their devo-
tion.

“We’re having some emotional
ups and downs up here, as I'm
sure you are,” Anastasio said dur-
ing a break in the second set.
“We've tried to express it verbal-
ly, in as many ways we can, the
love and appreciation youve
given us. Really, thank you, from
all four of us.”

Overcome, Anastasio began
crying as thunderous applause
and shouts of support rippled
across the audience.

The emotional interlude ech-
oed the sentiment of the melody
that preceded it, “Glide.”

“And we're glad, glad, glad that
yowre alive,” Phish members
sang a cappela against a rural
backdrop of farms, rolling hills
and open expanses of field

Phish announced earlier this
year that it would break up after
this weekend’s festival, eliciting
reactions among fans that ranged
from anger to acceptance. Those
same emotions were obvious dur-
ing Phish’s final appearance as a
band.

“I think that Trey is selfish,”
said Sean Mullady of Rockville
Center, N.Y. “Phish is ending it;
there’s no band to take over the
subculture.”

STRIPES C

Others were more
about what the future holds for
“Phish heads,” the nickname for
followers of the banc

Chelsea Terrell, 31, -of San Fran-
cisco, said the band s departure
from the music scene meant that
it was time to move on.

“For me, it's time to start some-
thing new,” she said. “I'm thank-
ful it ever happened.”

Fans had another reason to be
thankful during Phish’s ultimate
gig: the weather. Sunday was the
second sunny day in a row after a
week in which torrential rains
turned the site of the concert, the
600-acre Newport State Airport,
into a squishy, mucky swamp.

Despite the clear skies, groups
of fans were seen filing out of the
festival during the day.

Twenty-five-year-old ~ Derek
Finholt of Salem, Ore., said the
bad weather earlier in the week
prompted his decision to leave.

“Pm having a good time, but
the water really dampened peo-
ples’ spirits,” he said as he stood
on the airport runway waiting for
his car to be towed out of the
ankle-deep mud. “The concert
had so much potential.”

Bog-like conditions forced orga-
nizers Saturday morning to turn
away arriving fans by setting up
roadblocks on nearby Interstate
91 and some local roads leading
to the festival site. Most were un-
deterred, and paid to park their
cars at private homes near the fes-
tival or left their vehicles aban-
doned on the highway to walk to
the concert. Early Monday, Phish
fans were streaming out of
concert site on their way home,
and police reported no major traf-
fic problems.
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Pro football

NFL preseason

East

W L T pct PFPA

suffalo 1001000 16 6

1001000 16 5

New England 10 01000 24

NY. 010000 13 23
South

Houston 1001000 18 0

Indianapolis 1001000 21 17

Tennessee 1001000 24 3

Jacksonville 010000 516
North

Baltimore 1001000 24 0

Cincinnati 00000 0 0

Cleveland 010000 3 2

Fittsburgh 010 000 21 27
West

oakland 10 01000 33 30

Kansas City 010 000 24 34

san Diego 010000 17 21

Denver 020 000 23 36

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

§ W L T pct PFPA

N.Y. Glants 10 01000 34 24

Washington 11050 0 40

Dallas 010000 018

Philadelphia 010000 624
south

carolina 10 01000 23 20

New Orleans 10 01000 23 13

Tampa Bay 000000 0

Atlanta 010000 024
North

chicago T 001000 13 10

Detroit 1001000 27 21

Minnesota 100100023 6

Green Bay 00000 0 0
West

seattle 000.00 00

Arizona 010000 623

0100018 D

SanBrancisco, 10 000 30 33

games

ursday's
Chicago 13, 5t Lous 10,01
Saltimore 34, Aanta
iday's games
New Orleans A
- Giants 34, Kanisas Cit
Netw Englan 24 Phtadelotia 6

Gincinnati af Tampa Bay, ppd, hurricane
Detrolt 27, pitsourgh 2
acksonvile's

Minnesota 23, Arizona 6

Carolina 23, Washington 20, O
Gakland 33, san Francisco 30
Indianapolis 21, 5an Diego 17
unday's game
Buffal 16,Denver &
y's games
cincianatiat ambs 6
Seattle at Green Bay
Thursddy, Aug. 19
N.Y. Giants at Carolina

Au
Inesota ot Al

Oy At acksanville
Bamore atadeiphia
Detroitat Cleveland

ts at Indianapolis
Tennessee at Buffalo

nday, Aug. 23
St.Lous at Kansas Gty

s at the Glen
NASCAR Nextel Cup Series.
Sunda

AtWatkins Glen International
 Natkdos clen ¥,

(smrtp in parentheses)

o Fom S Esare Chebroreh oSt ass.
(43 ton Fellows, Chevrolet, 805101260
. (15) Mark Mar

: 18] Eaey Wiears, Godae, 5, 56,

(&) B Barmharde Jrs’ Chevraiet, 90,

S111.708. !
1929 ) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 90,
. (1 Jeremy Mijﬁeld Dodge 90, $89,585.
. (2 9&6.
. (5) Matl Kense
0. (7) Kurt Busch, Furd
1. (8) Bobby Labonte, Chevro\el, 90,
$102.813,
2. (24) Je" Burton, Ford, 90, $94,992.
3v7 14) Jamie McMurr ray, Dodge, 90,
(11) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 90, SQZ ,085.
. (¢ )E\Imt( Sadler, Ford, 90, $96,
512 (23) Robby Gordon, Chevm\e. 90,
(35) Jeff Green, Dodge, 90, SBSHEI
. (33) Kyle Petty, Dodge, 90, 3
(26) Scott W\mmer. Dodge, 90, $77 605.

30518 Michael Wakrip, Ehevroiet. o
1. (2) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 90, 5103 413.
giilss 29 Joe Nemechek. Chevrolet, 0,
3.131) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 80, $84,157.
(7). Dave Blaney, Chevrolet,” 90,

1) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 9, 398158
e, 89,$101,033.

0

9, 853,635
22) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet, 83,
12) Tony Ave, Chevrolet, 84, §53,46:

I Ricky e, Cheeroiet, &5 trans:
mission.

. 564,375,
3. (i) Hérmie sadler, Chevrolet, 79, too
slow, $56,725.

4. (30) Brendan Gaughan, Dodge, 74, trans-
ission, $61,240,

5. (21) Grég Biffle, Ford, 71, engine failure,

6. (19) Sterling Marlin, Dodge, 50, acci-
dent. $86.100.

7. (28) Ward Burton, Chevrolet 47, engine
fal \ure 553,05

3433 Morgan shepherd, Dodge, 42, rear

8

¢
(]
{ 7) Tom Hubert,
5
{

3

end,
20) Terry Labonte, Chevrolet, 36, en-
gine failure, §79,665.
- 1) dmmie Jofinson, Chevrolet, 23, en-
aine allire,$72
%4344 ‘sadine, bodge, 7, brakes,
8) Jimmy spencer, Chevrolet, 2, en-
e allre $22
43G9 Loy ‘Gunselman, Ford, 2,transmis-
sion, $
Winnar's averﬂ%‘e speed: 92.249 mph.
o Time of race: 2 hours, 23 minutes, 725 sec-

ﬁ ictory: 1517 Seconds.
Caution flags: STor 11 o
Lap leaders: JJonnson 4 Tstewart 2
Jordon 1424 TSt
RGor
57.58;

30%453 56 1Bordon KBus(
hardt . 65 BGaug LT Ehears 6578
Series pnlnls slandln;m 1. JJohnson 3,143
o
L5

2. JGordon 3 haidt 005, &
ew: i Kenseth

CBusay Do b K Harvick
L7 4B Labonts 331k 101 Mayfcia 3 eser

Belterra Casino Indy 300
Indy Racing League
Sunday
At Kenluc%sr!dwﬂy

lh-l mi
(st Bosiio i pareniheses)
4) Adnan Fernandez, “Banoz
jonda, o558 ol
(1) Buddy Rice, Panoz G Force-Honda,

900.
(11) Dan Wheldon, Dallara-Honda, 200,

0) Kosuke Matsuura, Panoz G
, 200,
Tony ‘Kanaan, Dallara-Honda, 200,

S.

‘Dario Franchitti, Dallara-Honda, 200,
) Vitor Meira, Panoz G Force-Honda,
4) Ed Carpenter, Dallara-Chevrolet,
1) Bryan Herta, Dallara-Honda, 200,

) Darren Manning, Panoz G Force-Toy-
0, 842,000
(7) Alex Barron, Dallara-Chevrolet,

) Helio Castroneves, Dallara-Toyota,
) Scott Dixon, Panoz G Force-Toyota,
3) Sam Hornish Jr., Dallara-Toyota,

®
i: £ 5o8ogorsd

19) Jaques Lazier, Dallara-Chevrolet,

,(%sisfdénpe Giaffone, Dallara-Chevrolet,
. (16) Scott Sharp, Dallara-Toyota, 199,

5 (15) AJ. Foyt IV, Dallara-Toyota, 199,
5. ’(m Motk

tonda, 199, §:

orc
36 8 Fora Takagl, bailara-Toyota,

21,22 Townsenﬂ Bell, Dallara-Chevrolet,
157, accident, $31,
Tomas. Schcck(cr‘ Dallara-Chevro-
te 137 e ire, $31
our, 38 minutes, 20.7207
se:onﬂs
Margin of victory: 0. 0581 seconds.
Caufions: 3 for 22 lap:
Lead among 5 driv
I 39 Kanaan, 90 Fernandez 91
Rlce 92 Femandezv '93-127 Kanaan, 128-136

Panoz G
198

Javlor.

Scheckier, 137-142_Wheldon, ' 143-14
Kanaan, 145151 Rice, 152-200 Ferhandez,
ints standir aan 433, Rice

Series points standings: Kanaan 43
383 Wheldon 345 Castroneves 298, Hornish

263, Miera 256, Herta. 249,
Femandez 246, 243.
Grand Prix of Denver
Champ Car World Series
Lap length: lﬂ#mlle . street course
* Rt postion .'lmh <es)
(1, ) astien Eourdms‘ Ford-Cos-
wann/mla/amgesme S0 aps, 89,103

(3)‘ Paul Tracy, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
jestone,
. (2) Bru‘nu Junqueira, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-
one,
Mario nommguez. Ford-Cosworth/
Lo\a/ﬂnﬂgest
) A AHmendmger, Ford-Cosworth/

Lo\a/srmgest
v, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Bridgestone, 0.
7. (10) Juslm Wilson, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-
la/Bridgesto
-(9) Viario Haberfeld, Ford-Cosworth/Rey-
nard/Bridgestone, %0
atrick Carpentier, Ford:Cosworth/
Lofa/Bridges
113%87ex Faghani, Ford-CosworthvLo-
la/8ridhastons, 5.
11 G5 Rodolfo Lavin, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-

LY rldges(
1 )Rohena Gonzalez, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridges

one,
N) Ne\son Philippe, Ford-Cosworth/
Rc{nard/sndgns tone,
Michel Jourdain Jr., Ford-Cos-
worm/LoIa/Br\d jestone,
95, (17" Gaston. Mazzacane,
worth/Lola/Bndgestone 86.
6. (8) Ryan Hunter-f Reay Ford -Cosworth/
LD‘E/E”“QES‘D"Er
my \/asser Ford -Cosworth/Lo-
\a/Brldgestuna 63, mechanical.
16) Guy Smith, FDrd I-Cosworth/Lola/
Br Qes(one 56 elec trical.

Ford-Cos-

Time of race! 1 hour, 40 minutes, 25.232
seconds.

Margi o victory: 7446 seconds.

Caution flags: 2 fo

e Sharnges: 2 ot

3 drivers.
Lap leaders: Junqueir, 1-39 Tracy. 40-75;
Bourdats. 80-50.

Series points leaders: 1, Bourdais, 243. 2,
Jungueira, 192. 3, Tracy, 180. 4, Tag\lam 164,
5, Carpentier, 154, 6, Dominguez, 149. 7, Hunt"
er-Reay, 14,8, Al\mendmger, 137.9, Vasser,
13110, Servia, 1

PGA Championship
Sunday
At Whistling Straits (Straits Course)
Haven, Wi

ar

nd
RS R S
j2y Sin 65
xUY)\Q L1z 000075859
st conard, 32

6. Fredrik Jacobson Swe 13570
Fra 13364

Paul Casey
an Pouiter Eng 11080
- Luke Donald _ Eng 10963

European Points

1. Lee Westwood Eng 1,567427.41
2. Miguel Angel Jimenez  Spn 1548277.02
3 darrencl Nir 125479322
Bt gton Ire 1318,08307
& Thormaa Lover Fra 1.311,089.35
& Paul Casey Eng 1,145696.23
7. David Howell Eng 113388219
§ lan poulter £ng 11800833
9. Paul McGinley 802783

ToFfean rancols Remesy  Fra 105683608

Tennis

Women’s Open

Band Tormm 761
F. Jacobson, $76,857
Vit Gogel, $76.857 7169

$76857 285

714
7, $34,250
ch suuwan S0

iR o 1o
gob Tway, $13200

£ Romerd . 313200
H. Tanaka, $13.2 £
0d Pampling, $13,200

& Danger 313356

A kAR b bt

At The Jersche 1Ju\n|s Club
Vancouver, British Columbia
purse: 110000 (et vy
rface; Hard-Outdoor

champonshi
Nicole vaid: T Republc, def.
Laura Granville (), United states, 28, 64,
Championship
e Mattek and Abigail Spears (3)
Umted States, det. s Calens, Belaium, and
Anna-Lena Groenéfeld, Germany, 6-3, 6-3.

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

Eastern Conference
Trs GFaa
Metrostars vIm S
Columbus T
.C. United E3EE K
New England 58823203
Chicago 597222 28
Western Conference
L TPts G
Los Angeles 6734 35 31
Kansas City 965 32 282
Dallas 8552 B
Colorado 118

22
San Jose. 3
(oNOTE: Three po-ms for victory, one point

day's games
0. United s Corad
New England 3, Dallas
Chicago 2, San Jose I

james.
sanjose. Kansascyw )
New England 2, .C. United 2, tie
Soloratio 3, enicago 0
Columbus 0 Lgs Angeles 0. tle

n

Dallas 1, Memsmsu
ednesday, Aug. 18
Kansas City at colum Us
aturday, Aug. 21
0.C. United at Columbs

Chicago at Los Angeles

Robert Gamez, $12.150 72-73-76-73-29
Vark Hensb 4-69-77-76—296
ttgomeris, §12000 297

Blanca\ana 511900 299 +1

1 Coston 7-6879-77—301 +1
Sl ieenda i oo 04+

U.S. Women's Amateur

Sunday
At The Kahiowa club
ie, Pa.

; Par:
fonship

Park, Rancho Cucamonga, Calf.
}‘2"; def Amar\da Viccurdy, £ Boradio, Ark

2004 Ryder Cup points
unltgnztlam

15. Jeff Magger
X-captain's pick
Europe
Through Aug. 15
jorid Points
1. Padraig Harrington
arcia

arke
& Miguel Angel jmenez

70
5. Lee Westwt Eng 143.72

TANK MCNAMARA

SOME US. OLYMPIC SPONSORS ARE:
NOT DISCLOSING THE LOCATION OF
THEIR HOSPITALITY CENTERS, BUT
THE REAL MEASURE OF HOW TIGRT
SECURITY 15 CAN BE FOUND.

ALL
ANAHEIM Pl o p—

38 Mark Trumbo,
ORK YANKEES—Called up INF Andy
philips fro oom Columbus of the IL. Optioned
rinz

"TANISA BAY DEVIL RAVA-Placed CF Rocco
Baldell on the 15-day DL, Recalled OF Joey
Gathyignt from Durham o the I

Purchased the contract
of INE Manhy Alexandes Trom ORagoma.of
the PCL. Des\gr\a(ed LHP Mike Bacsik for as-
signment.

iational Leagu
cincinNaT! RESSTBIACe] Bhe paul wil
son b e s BEPBL et B Sk VAl

Sntine from Lot of the il Ommned 38
im Hummel P RHP
Luke Hudson from Lo Suife.
DO ROCKIES —Activated LHP Brian
Ut o the 1o dan DL Gptioned 1P
cliff Barmes to Cu\uradusprmgsofihe ect
LOS ANGELES DODGERS - blac Brac
ey on the-T5-Gay DL Felroacive 10 Aug
9Purchasedmecemractanupmk Vena®
frg from Las Vegas of e peL.
d RHP Ben

MILWAUKEE
Hendrickson fmm Indlanauolws e L Ot
tioned LHP Jorge be La Rosa to Indianapols,

on! Ihc jtx dal DL, rmroacﬂvc Ry NERvY
ced S5 'Kaz Matsui

Sactive o Au
!chanﬁu up 18 bralg Brasel Hom Rortok of
e L.

Midwest League

SOUTH BEND S Announced

LHP Anel eocha has been ass:gned to Yaki-
ma of the Northwest L¢

Wi Lo
LONG ISLAND BUCKS—Adreed to terms
with RHP Joe Davenport.

nal Football League
BUFFALO BILL~Waived DT Oliver Gibson,
K JETS—Signed RB Keith Burnell.
RelEaser P Biian Swmnéanovs i.
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES.-Signed T Delfar-
‘o McNeil, Released WR Yardon Brantley.

“’SAN DIEGO CHARGERS - Signed RS Labaini-

an Tomlinson to an e:%m ear contract.

m—swgnea gc Daymond
Langkow to a one-year contract

proENIx Cov0TT

jor League Soccer
igned e Christian Gomez.

GETTYSB ced garr Streeter,
football vl ke 5 aays of abaen, el
defensive coordinator John Cam
interim footbal coac
STATE—Fired Daryl Daye, Iool—

ball coach.
TECH-Signed Bjll Worrell,
. toa six-year con’

M
D.C. UNITED—

‘women's basketball coac!
tract.
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Rally in 10th puts
Twins in control

Indians fall two games back
with another series on way

The Associated Press

The Minnesota Twins left
Cleveland clinging to first place
in the AL Central — and already
looking ahead to their next show-
down with the surprising Indians.

“There are a lot of games left,
and I think both these teams are
going to be playing some fun base-
ball,” Twins pitcher Terry Mul-
holland said.

Corey Koskie hit a two-run
homer in the 10th inning Sunday
to give the Twins a 4-2 comeback
victory and a two-game lead over
the second-place Indians.

“Itis nice to get out of here with
a win,” manager Ron Gardenhire
said.

The teams have 10 games re-
maining against each other, in-
cluding a three-game series next
weekend in Minnesota. The
Twins lead the season series 5-4.

“I think they know already —
we're going to play,” Cleveland’s
Ronnie Belliard said. “They know
&hey 've got to prepare for the Indi-

Cleveland had won six straight
and 10 of 11, takmg the first two
games of the series by six-run
margins.

‘The Indians put two runners in
scormg ‘position in the ninth, but
Juan Rincon (10-5) retired Bel-
liard — his only batter — on a line-
out to center.

In the 10th, Lew Ford was hit
by a pitch and Koskie hit a 1-2
pitch from Rick White (4-5) to
right-center for his 17th homer.

Joe Nathan pitched a perfect
10th for his 34th save in 35 chanc-
es. He has not allowed a run in 27
appearances.

Mulholland gave the Twins a
good start, allowing two runs and
six hits in eight innings — the
longest outing for the left-hander
since 2000, when he was with At-
lanta.

“He got us in place to win after
getting shellacked here twice,”
Gardenhire said.

The Indians scored in the first
inning for the third time in the se-
ries, but Mulholland was able to
keep them from a big inning. Mul-
holland spent last season in the In-
dians’ bullpen.

“T've got a lot of respect for
those guys,” he said. “They have
some hot hitters.”

Minnesota tied it in the sixth on
pinch-hitter Jose Offerman’s
two-run double off Rafael Betan-
court.

“It was a big relief for them,”
Indians starter Chad Durbin said.
“We're a team that can contend,
and I think they see that, too.”

White Sox 5, Red Sox 4: Mark
Buehrle (11-6) overcame a wild
start, Carlos Lee had a home run
and three RBIs and the White Sox
got out of a ninth-inning jam.

Boston loaded the bases in the
bottom of the ninth for the second

straight  in-
ning, an
Jason Varitek
hit a two-run
single off Shin-
go  Takatsu
that left runners at first and third
with two outs. Orlando Cabrera,
who had three hits, then hit a
game-ending comebacker to
Takatsu, who got his 12th save in
13 chances.

Orioles 11, Blue Jays 7: David
Newhan tied a career high with
four hits, including a go-ahead
double in visiting Baltimore’s
eight-run eighth inning.

Newhan went 4-for-5 and
Melvin Mora drove in three runs
for the Orioles, who won their
fourth straight series by taking
three of four from Toronto. Balti-
more has won 11 of 13 overall, but
had to rally from a 7-1 deficit.

Mariners 7, Yankees 3: Edgar
Martinez hit a go-ahead single
and Miguel Olivo had two hits
and two RBIs in a six-run seventh
as the Mariners rallied from a 3-1
deficit and stopped the visiting
Yankees' four-game winning
steak.

Gil Meche (3-5) won his second
straight start, giving up three
runs — two earned — and seven
hits in seven innings.

Rangers 6, Devil Rays 2:
Laynce Nix homered and drove
in three runs, including a tie-
breaking sacrifice fly, and the
Rangers swept the three-game se-
ries at home.

Mark Teixeira also hit a
two-run homer for the Rangers,
and Ryan Drese (10-6) pitched
7'/3 solid innings.

Aubrey Huff hit his 22nd
homer for the Devil Rays, who
have lost six in a row and are
14-26 since moving a season-high
two games over .500 at 40-38 on
July 3.

Royals 6, Athletics 1: Joe
Randa hit a three-run double with
two outs in the seventh to spoil a
strong start by Barry Zito (8-9),
and visiting Kansas City sur-
prised the AL West leaders by tak-
ing two of three.

Zack Greinke (5-9) won for the
first time in seven road starts and
the Royals got just their sixth vic-
tory in their last 26 games away
from Kauffman Stadium. Greinke
gave up one run on six hits in
seven innings.

Angels 3, Tigers 2: Darin Er-
stad doubled in the go-ahead run
in the eighth inning, pulling the
host Angels within a percentage
point of Boston and Texas in the
AL wild-card race.

David Eckstein drew a two-out
walk in the eighth, stole second
and scored when Erstad ground-
ed Jason Johnson’s 1-2 pitch
down the line past first baseman
Carlos Pena.

AL

Roundup

St. Louis Cardinals’ Albert Pujols, right, is congratulated by third base coach Jose Oquendo after

two-run homer against the Atlanta Braves during the eighth inning in Atlanta on Sunday.

Rolen, Pujols power Cardinals
to series victory over Braves

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — After an up-and-down year, Danny
Haren savored his latest victory.

“When they come as far between as these last two
have, you understand how hard it is to win a big
league game,” he said.

Scott Rolen homered twice to become the first NL
player to reach 100 RBIs this season, and Haren
won for the first time in more than a year, leading
the St. Louis Cardinals past the Atlanta Braves 10-4
Sunday night.

Albert Pujols added another home run as the Car-
dinals won two of three in the battle of division lead-
ers, handing Atlanta its first series loss since the end
of June. St. Louis has the best road record in the
major leagues at 40-19.

“Their record is definitely deserved,” Cardinals
manager Tony LaRussa said. “But we’re good, too.”

Rolen hit a pair of two-run drives off John Thom-
son (9-8) and reached 100 RBIs for the third straight
season.

“I'm not trying to rack up personal accolades,”
Rolen said. “I'm not going to have a lot of success if 1
go out and try for personal goals.”

Chipper Jones hit a solo homer for the Braves, giv-
ing him 1,000 career RBIs. He joined Hank Aaron,
Eddie Mathews and Dale Murphy as the only play-
ers in franchise history to amass that total with the
club.

Haren (1-2) limited the Braves to three runs and
seven hits in five innings to win for the first time
since he beat Pittsburgh on Aug. 11 last year. He
started in place of Chris Carpenter, who was
skipped because of stiffness in his lower back.

“He did an outstanding job,” LaRussa said. “It’s
huge for him, and huge for us.”

Tn his previous start, the 23-year-old Haren lasted
only 3% innings against the Chicago Cubs, giving up
10 runs and 10 hits.

“That last game, it was just a fluke,” Haren said.
“By no means did I dwell on that. I just came out
and tried to do my job.”

Thomson, who lost for the first time in seven
starts since July 3, gave up eight runs — four earned
— and seven hits in four innings. Atlanta made three
errors, including two in a six-run second inning, to
increase its total to 97, the third-most in the NL.

tlanta was without right fielder J.D. Drew, who
sat out with a strained right quadriceps.

Giants 3, 1: Brett Tomko allowed one run
in six innings for his first win in nearly a month,
helping visiting San Francisco complete a
three-game sweep.

Tomko (6-6) allowed four hits, giving up his only
run on Bobby Abreu’s sixth-inning homer. He had
been 0-1 in five starts since beating Arizona on July

19.
The Phillies lost for the sixth time in seven games.

Dodgers 8, Cubs 5: Adrian
Beltre and Shawn Green hom-
ered, and Steve Finley hit a
go-ahead RBI single to help the
visiting Dodgers overcome a 5-3
deficit in the eighth. Milton Brad-
ley drove in two runs in the eighth for Los Angeles.

Duaner Sanchez (3-1) pitched a scoreless seventh,
and Eric Gagne got six outs for his 35th saves. Kyle
Farnsworth (4-4) was the loser.

Corey Patterson hit a two-run homer, and Ramon
Martinez and Michael Barrett each hit solo shots for
Chicago.

Padres 7, Reds 2: Adam Eaton (8-10) allowed
two runs in the first inning but kept host Cincinnati
scoreless over the next five, and also drove in two

NL

Roundup

Eaton (8-10) gave up eight hits and one walk with
eight strikeouts in six innings, and went 2-for-2 with
two doubles, two runs scored and a sacrifice bunt.

Astros 5, Expos 4: Pinch-hitter Orlando
Palmeiro smgled home the go-ahead run off Luis

Ayala (4-8) to cap a rally from a 4-2 deficit in the
ninth, stopping Montreal’s winning streak at a sea-
son-high seven. Visiting Houston had been 0-51
when trailing after eight innings.

Dan Miceli (5-6) allowed one run in two innings,
and Brad Lidge got three outs for his 13th save in 15
chances. The Astros, six games back in the NL
wild-card race, ended a four- -game losing streak,
winning for just the second time in eight games.

Marlins 5, Brewers 3: Luis Castillo tied the score
with a ninth-inning single, and pinch-hitter Damion
Easley hit a two-run double in the 10th off Ben Hen-
drickson (0-5).

Doug Davis pitched seven shutout innings for host
Milwaukee, which took a 3-0 lead against Josh Beck-
ett before Miguel Cabrera homered off Matt Wise in
the eighth.

Alex Gonzalez reached on an error by second
baseman Bill Hall leading off the ninth, and Juan
Pierre stopped an 0-for-18 slide with a one-out RBI
triple off Dan Kolb.

Diamondbacks 2, Mets 0: Randy Johnson
(12-10) tied his season high with 14 strikeouts, allow-
ing five hits in 8'/s innings, and Arizona stopped a
nine-game losing streak in New York.

Steve Trachsel (10-9) gave up two runs and nine
hits in 6% innings.

Pirates 3, Rockies 0: At Pittsburgh, Craig Wilson
had three hits and two RBISs, and Josh Fogg (7-8) al-
lowed four hits in six innings to win for the first time
in eight starts since July 2.

The game was interrupted by a fourth-inning
fight that led to the ejections of Colorado starting
pitcher Joe Kennedy (5-5) and Pirates catcher
Jason Kendall, who was hit with a pitch.
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\ Major League B: scorebhoard ‘
DP—Tampa Bay 1, Texas 1. LOB—Tamy —
American League say ¢, Toges 4. 8 s ocrz (7 Cant 5 AL leaders i-T.’.':"‘ﬁE‘; b Diamondbacks 2, Mets 0
eixelra e
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Perseverance pays off:
Singh wins PGA in playoff

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

HAVEN, Wis. — Vijay Singh
grabbed the Wanamaker Trophy
with both hands and lifted it high
over his head Sunday at the PGA
‘Championship, an unlikely victo-
ry built on the kind of resiliency
that defines his life.

Two shots behind with three
holes to play, he was headed for
another meltdown in a major
championship.

Singh knows better than any-
one never to lose hope.

Exiled to Borneo as a teaching
pro, later a bouncer at a Scottish
nightclub to pay bills while he
kept his dreams alive, he
emerged to become one of the
best players in the world.

Singh confirmed his status with
a stunning comeback at Whistling
Straits, and the most timely bird-
ie of his career.

“I just hung in there,” Singh
said after winning a three-way
playoff over fast-fading Justin Le-
onard and Chris DiMarco. “I
never gave up. I just said, Tm
going to make a putt sooner or
later.””

Given new life when Leonard
missed a 12-foot par putt in regu-
lation — his sixth miss inside 12
feet on the back nine — Singh
made his only birdie of the day
from 6 feet on the first extra hole,
and Leonard and DiMarco never
came close to catching him the
rest of the way.

Leonard and DiMarco never
had a good look at birdie in the

Haas, Cink are Ryder picks

The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Jay Haas
became the second-oldest play-
er to be on the Ryder Cup team,
Jjoining Stewart Cink as the two
captain’s picks Monday for a
U.S. team that will try to regain
the cup from Europe next
month.

U.S. captain Hal Sutton said
he considered five players for
his two wild-card selections, but
Haas and Cink were never far
from his mind.

The 50-year-old Haas, who
stayed away from the Champi-
ons Tour to try to make his first
Ryder Cup team in nine years,
was 10th in the standings going
into the PGA Championship but
closed with a 77 and dropped to
No. 12.

Cink will play on the Ryder
Cup for the second straight
year. He was well back in the
standings until closing strong at
the Buick Open and the Interna-
tional to get high enough on the
standings to get Sutton’s atten-
tion.

“We’re four weeks away from
determining whether I made
the right decision or the wrong
decision,” Sutton said.

Left off the team were Scott
Verplank, a steady player who
had an outstanding Ryder Cup
at The Belfry two years ago; and
Todd Hamilton, whose two victo-
ries this year include the British
Open.

The matches will be Sept.
17-19 at Oakland Hills outsnde
Detroit.

playoff, and they stood helplessly
on the 18th green as Singh tapped
in from 2 feet for par for his third
career major.

It was an amazing turnaround
for Singh, whose life is all about
second chances.

He blew up in the final round at
the U.S. Open and PGA Champi-
onship last year, and the 76 he
shot in regulation Sunday on a
grueling course along the shores
of Lake Michigan put him in the
record books for the wrong rea-
son: It was the highest final round
ever by a PGA champlon, and the
highest in any major since Reg

Whitcombe shot 78 and won the
1938 Brmsh Open at Royal St.

“Il looked ugly,” Singh said of
his score. “But it’s the prettiest
one, I think.”

It was a nightmare for Leonard,
who squandered a chance to earn
a spot on the Ryder Cup team.

wing in the final group at the
PGA for the third time in eight
years, he had a two-shot lead with
five holes to play until his putter
failed him. He missed from 6 feet
for par on the 14th, 10 feet for bird-
ie on the 15th, S feet for par on the
16th and 12 feet for par on the
18th, the most costly of them all.

AP

Vijay Singh smiles after making birdie on the first hole of a three-hole

playoff agail
ship at Whistling Str:

“All T needed was one of them
to go,” said Leonard, who shot 75.
“It’s pretty hard to win a tourna-
ment, much less a major, when
you do something like that.”

DiMarco had an 18-foot birdie
putt on the 18th in regulation that
he left just short. He closed with a
71, the only player in the final
nine groups to break par as Whis-
tling Straits finally lived up to its
fearsome reputation.

Given new life, Singh took ad-
vantage in the three-hole playoff.

He went with a driver on the
361-yard 10th hole, nearly driv-
ing the green and leaving himself
a simple pitch to 6 feet. When the
putt fell, it was the first time
Singh smiled all day.

t Justin Leonard and Cl
in Haven, Wi

DiMarco at the PGA Champion-
., on Sunday.

“T waited all day for it, and it
was a good time that it came,” he
said.

Singh then laced a 3-iron into 6
feet on the 236-yard 17th, al-
though he missed that putt. Le-
onard and DiMarco needed bird-
ie on the 18th and didn’t come
close — DiMarco in a bunker, Le-
onard so far away that he used a
wedge to chip on the green. Nei-
ther finished the hole.

“This makes my year,” Singh
said. “I think this is the biggest ac-
complishment I've ever had in
my whole career.”

The consolation for DiMarco
was a spot on the Ryder Cup
team, moving to No. 8 in the stand-
ings.

Winning helps Stewart stomach Sirius at the Glen

The Associated Press

'WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. — Tony Stewart
knew he was in trouble shortly after the
start of the race, but overcame an upset
stomach to win Sunday at Watkins Glen In-
ternational.

“It started about the 15th or 17th lap,” he
said. “It got better toward the end, but I
still don’t feel well.”

Stewart went back to
his hauler as soon as he
exited the car after win-
ning the Sirius at the
Glen. He was driven
back to his motor coach
in a golf cart to change his uniform and at-
tempt to recover.

That delayed his celebration in victory
lane, marking the third straight week that
has happened in NASCAR. Jimmie
Johnson was fined $10,000 for violating
protocol two weeks ago at Pocono by ob-
scuring the product of a rival sponsor with
aplacard of his own.

Last week, Jeff Gordon stayed on the
track at Indianapolis until the TV coverage
ended. He said he was overcome by the
emotion of his victory in the Brickyard 400,
apologized and was not punished.

Asked if he really went back to his motor-
home because he was playing the same
game, Stewart, a practical joker, smiled
broadly.

“No, I just wanted to go back and brush

Racing

roundup

Tony Stewart celebrates after winning the
NASCAR Sirius at The Glen on Sunday.

my hair and look good for you guys,” he
said.

It was the second win for Stewart in the
race, one of two road-course events each
year on the NASCAR Nextel Cup circuit.
Stewart’s ~ Chevrolet
road-course star Ron Fellows by 1.517 sec-
onds.

Finishing third in the $4.6 million race

beat that of

was Mark Martin in a Ford, followed by
Casey Mears in a Dodge, and the Chevy of
Dale Earnhardt Jr.

Polesitter Johnson blew an engine for
the second week in a row but held the top
spot by 40 points because teammate Gor-
don had a transmission problem late in the
race. Gordon finished 21st and Johnson

0th.

“I just made a mistake,” Johnson said.
“We tried a little different shifter. I came
from second trying to hit third and fell
right into first.”

Bourdais overcomes early bump,
wins Denver Grand Prix

DENVER — Sebastien Bourdais easily
had the fastest car all week.

He needed it Sunday.

Bumped to 13th place coming out of the
race’s first turn, Bourdais weaved his way
through the field and passed Paul Tracy
with 10 laps left to win the Grand Prix of
Denver.

“It was a beautiful one for sure,” Bourda-
is said. “When you are at the pole and have
abad start and work your way from 13th to
first, I think that is a good thing.”

Bourdais earned the pole after becoming
the first driver in race history to break the
1-minute barrier during qualifying, only to
have his advantage taken away in the open-
ing seconds when he was bumped by New-
man-Haas teammate Bruno Junqueira.

But just as he has all season, Bourdais
proved to have the car no one could match.
He passed four cars to move into ninth
place within 10 laps and kept working his
way through the 1.65-mile course unnl he
had won for the fifth time this y
Bourdais took the checkered ﬂag 7.446
ds ahead of Tracy, the vic-
tory with a few doughnuts in front of the
fans and a series of fist pumps as he head-
ed to the pits. The Frenchman finished the
90-lap race in 1 hour, 40 minutes, 25.232
seconds (89103 mph), increasing his
Champ Car points lead to 56 over Junquei-
ra.

Fernandez holds off Rice
in Kentucky IRL race

SPARTA, Ky. — Adrian Fernandez post-
ed the first win of his Indy Racing League
IndyCar Series career, holding off Buddy
Rice at Kentucky Speedway on Sunday.

Fernandez’s victory in the Belterra Casi-
no Indy 300 comes in his first year on the
IRL circuit after winning eight times in
Champ Car competition. The 39-year-old
driver from Mexico City, who owns his
own racing team, had a previous best fin-
ish of fifth in the IndyCar Series, at Texas
Motor Speedway on June 12.

Fernandez beat Rice, a three-time series
winner this year, by 0.0581 of a second.
Dan Wheldon, Kosuke Matsuura and se-
ries points leader Tony Kanaan rounded
out the top five.
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Bryant prosecutors
hit another snag

The Associated Press

EAGLE, Colo. — In another set-
back to the prosecution in the
Kobe Bryant sexual assault case,
the Colorado Supreme Court re-
fused Monday to hear an appeal
of a key ruling that allows the
NBA star’s attorneys to tell jurors
about the accuser’s sex life.

District Judge Terry Ruckrie-
gle last month ruled that the de-
fense can use information about

e woman’s sexual activities in
the three days before her hospital
exam, which occurred 15 hours
after her encounter with Bryant.

In their one-page order, justic-
es did not explain why they decid-
ed against considering the ap-
peal. The order was released as
Bryant’s final pretrial hearing got
under way Monday morning.

Prosecutors had filed the ap-
peal only last week, with the Aug.
27 trial date appmachmg The
timing of the appeal, along with
prosecutors’ unsuccessful at-
tempt to indefinitely delay the
trial, had prompted widespread
speculation about whether they
would drop the case.

The 20-year-old accuser filed a
civil suit against Bryant in federal
court last week, further complicat-
ing prosecutors’ task and prompt-
ing Bryant’s attorneys to accuse
her ina counﬁlmg of simply seek-

Buring Monday‘s hearing, how-
ever, prosecutors appeared to be
moving toward lrlal as scheduled

During Monday’s closed-court
hearing, prosecutors were sched-
uled to ask Ruckriegle to reconsid-
er his decision allowing the de-
fense to tell jurors about money
the alleged victim received from
avictims compensation fund.

The defense has indicated it
plans to tell jurors that the
woman was given nearly $20,000,

Sports briefs

far more than usual, for mental
health care and other services.
Details of their argument were
filed under seal.

Pats sign first-rounder Watson
FOXBORO, Mass. — The New
England Patriots gned
first-round draft pick Ben]amm
Watson on Monday, ending the
tight end’s lengthy holdout.
‘Watson, a 23-year-old tight end
out of Georgia, was the 32nd and
last pick of the first round. His
si gmng leaves quarterback Philip
ivers as the only unsigned
ﬁrst rounder.
atson signed after firing his
agent, Tom Condon, last week,
and hiring Pat Dye Jr. to repre-
sent him.

Czech hockey coach Hlinka

dies in car accident

PRAGUE, Czech Republic —
Ivan Hlinka, a former Pittsburgh
Penguins coach who led the
Czech Republic to a gold medal at
the 1998 Nagano Olympics, died
Monday after bemg injured in a
car crash. He

Hlinka’s car colllded with a
truck late Sunday night near Kar-
lovy Vary, about 70 miles west of
Prague. He was taken to a hospi-
tal, where he died, team spokes-
man Pavel Barta said.

“Ivan Hlinka was hospitalized
with serious injuries and despite
all efforts he didn’t survive,” hos-
pital spokeswoman Zdenka Mark-
ova said, adding that Hlinka’s
most serious injuries were to his
ribcage.

Hlinka was reappointed Czech
coach in May, and was set to lead
the team at the World Cup of
Hockey later this month.
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Monday’s scores

BASEBALL
Taiwan 3, Australia 0
Canada 9, Italy 3

ETBALL

jomen

New Zealand 8L, south Korea 73

Japan 79, Niger

Uited States 85 Gech Republic 61

Spain 75, China 67

Bhazil &7, Greece 75
FIELD HOCKEY

Argentina 3, J
ATl S0 Airica o
China 2, New Zealand 0
Netherfands 3 South Korea 2

China 4, Canada
e s fapan o
Greece 2, ltaly
Rustralia 1, Taiwan o

TEAM HANDBALL

South Korea 35, Russia 32
Croatia 27, Siovena 26
Spain 3L leel
25, Sronee 35
Hingary 20, ragil 19
voueveaL

‘Wom
Brazil 3, Kenya 0 (2516, 29-27.25-12)
China 3, Dominican Republic 0 (2520,

25-16, 25-16)

Italy 3, Japan 0 (25-16, 25-13, 25-17)
South Korea 3, Greece 1 (20-25, 25-19,
2515, 25.22)

d States 3, Germany 1 (2522, 25-22,

Uni
22-25,27-25)
WATER POLO
Women
Ynited states 7, Hungary 6
Australia 6, Ital

Russiag, Cnadh e
Greece § Kazakhstan 6

Swimming

Men
100 Backstroke
1. Aaron Peirsol, Irvine, Calif, 54.06.
2. Markus Rogan, Austria, 54. 35
3. Tomomi Morita, Japan,
ok Lenny Krayzelburg, et Hollywood,

tf Welsh, hustralia, 3452

& Marco di Carl, Germainy:

L 1an Thorpe, Australia, 1:44.71.
2. Pieter van den Hoogenband, Nether-

e
ichael Phelps, Towson, Md., 1:45.32.
: Klete Kelar Bhoanpe 1 oL,

, Australia, 1:46.56.

I.oul\se Garmstet, benmark Loi51.
ley Cope, Chico, Calif. 1:01
06 Breaststroke
: Luo Xuejuan, China, 110664,

n, Austral
;o Jones. Aus«rana, %13
. Amanda Beard, Irvine,
A an ows, er many
e Bremerton, Yiash. 107.5¢
Sv e Bondr e, ke 105.15.
R. Qi Hui, China, DQ.

Tennis

Men
singles.
Roger Fedorer (1, Switzerland, def. Ni
Kolay Davydenko, RUssia 63,5
Vincent spates, United Siates, det Jurgen
Melzer, Austri, 60, 6-1
van {jubicic Croatia, def. Sargis Sargsian,

"Tommy Robredo (18), Spain, det. Lamine
Ouahab, Algeria, 63,
Vo Rarlovie, Groatia, vs4 Andrei Pavel (13),

achi nsson, Sweden,

nsrichaphan (12) Thalland, o)

rdych czech Repubhc def. Flori-
ermay

0
igor Andreet K
gy, Bty £ G- -6 5, &
GAdustin Caller Argentina, Qe Harol Beck,
slov:
ey lor Bert. Ho Fgtor
Fred Niemeyer, Cana
Dominik Hrbaty, S\GVaKm, aet: ounes 1
Aynaoui, Morocco,
maud Clement, France, def. Nicolas Lap-
entt, Ecuador,
\rc‘o\as Massu (w), *Chile, det. Gustavo
wer

iviar Rochus, B
poussis, Australia, 3-

 Becch, Ca

Iglum def Mark Philip-
0,61,

(Contmax® T-shits, smsaumemw
ol g for milt

+1-610-212-5040

Fabrice Santoro,France, de. iliapo Volan-
dr, Italy, 62
Doubles

Bob Bryan and Mil ke Eryan United States.
( def. Marat Safin and Mikhail Youzhny,

ssi

ahcsh Bhunatm and Leander Paes, India
(5) def. Mardy Fish and Andy Roddick, Unit-
ed States, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Gaston Etlis and Martin Rodriguez, Argenti-
na (6) def. Fehmam) Lopez and Tommy Ro-
bredo, Spain, 6- ,G -4,

Jonath Erlic| d Andi Ram, Israel (8)
Thomas E"Qvlst and Robin Soderling,
Sweden, 7-5, 6-3.

Arthurs and Todd Woodbridge,

Iraha (2) dei Tomas Berdych and Jiri Nﬂvak
Czech Republic, 6 4‘ 6-3.
Worn

aly, def, Mervana
ia- Herzegovmah 64,63,
i, Puerto Rico, def. Jeléna Ko-

alkic, Bosni

Croatia, 5,
etrova (97, Russia, def. Martina

irais, def. Elena Demen-
46, 60, 6-3.
ik r\gamw J3par, def.Ieta Beneso-
va, Czech Repy T,
Nicole Pratt, Austy def.
Casanova, Switzerland, 6-3,7-5,
Eleni Daniilidou, Greece, def. Catalina
castano Alvarez, Colombia, 6-2, 6-1.
tasia Myskina (), Russia, def. Magui

serna, S
Mairesmo (2),France, def. Conchi-
taMartinez, Spain,
Svetlana KyznetSova (5), Russia, def. Mari-

Myriam

ang Diaz Oliva, Argentina, 6.3, 63;
Sivia Faring Elia (14), laly, def. Sandrine
Testud, Hante, 62, 6-

dalena a (15).
Kara Koukalova, Coeh e &
Pierce, France, del. Anabel Medina
Garrlgues Spa
rehmmk Sovenia, det. Maria
S8 Faymond, Uied States, del Lubori-
rakurhaicova,Slovakia lﬁeA 45,6

def.

Jelena Kostanic ahg Karaina Sprem,Cro
ia def, Wynne Prakusya and Angelique Widja-

ja, Indonesia,
“Tathiana Garbin and Roberta Vinci, Italy
del. Nicole Pratt and Samantha Stosur, Aus:
tralia, 6-0,6-1.

Weightlifting

Women

58Kg
1. chen Yanging, China, . 10150237 1,
130.00-287), 237. Lg 524 pounds.
R Sont i Nor Korea, O 102.50-26;
2,130.00-287), 232.50-513,
3 War Kameaim, Thailand, (3,
107.50-226:3, 127.50-281), 230,00.807
4 Avin Dasdelen, Turcey, 4 10000-221;4
12500776), 22
anda Klebnowska‘ Poland, (5,
975021545 122.50-270), 220.00-
3K Hyon suk, North Korea, (5,35.00:209;
6,12250- 27\1) 217504
Sobar, _Ecuador, 6,
95.30.308, 5 126.00-365) 315.00-474:
Patrmawati patmadati ndonesia, (7,
205 10, 117.50-250), 213.50:465,
- Nichacia Bracza. Briain (1o, $2.50-204;
o, 12000 5685, 2155016,

10. Franca Ghodo, Nigeria, (8, 95.00-209; 11,
70358, 21250468
1. Maryse  Turcotte, Canada, (11,
90.06-196:5, 120.00- 1269), 21000463
. Ziatina ova,
90.00-158: 12, 115.00.558). 205.00:
ritsi,
200,

14, Bayarmaa Namkhaldorj, Mongolia, (14,
8750193 14,107.50-237). 19 :00-430.

i Zhiyong, Ching, & 1250.36: 2

st
175 380), 325,00 kg unds.
le Maosh *”58 fina. G 146.00-309; 1,

17250.380) 31250680,

3" Leo mpanis, _ Greece, (2,
143005505 er o000, 13.50-669.

4. Israel Jose Rubio Venezuela, (8,
132502924, 16250358, 355 00650,

S qohmen Chazanyan,  Armenia, (6,
13500298, e 16600 3535 30,00 0k

6. Gustar Junianto, Indonesia, (7,
13250 29

160.00- 353). 292.50-645.
dlcka‘ rance, (10, 127.50-281;
6, 1sn lm 353) 287.50-634.
8 Umurbek Bazarbayev, Turkmenistan, (9,
130.00-: 287 10, 157.50-347), 287.50-634.
Boxing

sTXg,

Round of

Luis Franco Vazques, cubz, def. Asylbex

Talasbaev, Kyrgy
Edvaldg Olivera, | Brag, det. carlos Ve-

laggue, Bugrio Rico,»
Xhedsfi plelcr, fra France “def. Saifeddine

. def. Daniel Brizue-

o all ejoertGarm
a, Argentina, Superiort
e Sarmbctie Ee\ams,
Concha, Colombi
oman,
ham, Australia, 40-15.
Jo Seok-hwan, South Korea, def. Sedat
Tasc\ Turke
enoit audel‘ Canada, def. Somluck Kam-
sing P 217
zod Khld\mv, Uzheklstan def. Sohail
Ahmeﬁ Pakistan, St r y-2, 01:30.

Dimitar sunanov. Eulgana, def. Selcuk
Aydin, Turke
T Kb Brtain, def. Marios Kaperonis,
creme, Supdriori

Baik Jong-sub, Snuth Korea, def. Gyula
Kate, Hangary. 3o-

Vrinkh Bt U Mongola, def. Michael
Medor, Mauritius,

ur
Vicente Escobetio, United States, def, Jose
David Mosauera Mosauera, Colombia, Supe-
oa

Rovahantios baijan, def. Bonga-

ni Wonderboy Mahlangu, South Africa,
22-14.
Fencing

Men
Semifinals
Brice Guyart, France, def. Andrea Cassara,
taly, 15-14, 2:18.
Salvatore Sanzo, Italy, def. Renal Ganeev,
RSS2, 1512, 313,

ndrea Cassara. Italy et Henal Ganeev,
Russia, 1512, 234,

rice Guyart,France, 4eh Salvatore Sanzo,
[tcres iy

Diving
Women
S) ronized 10mrln m|
1. China (L3 Ting), 3
Russia (Na(a Goncharova Ju\la Kol-
tunova), 340.

mn Canada Tbiythe Hartley; Emilie Hey-

o f él‘uzségaha(l.oudy Tourky; Lynda Folauho-

5'. (Mexico (Pacla Milagros Espingsa
sa ja Judith Luna Alfaro), 307
ey (et Gavmre; Nora ubechin-

United States (Cassandra Cardinell, Lou-
4‘( Sara Hildebrand, St. Paul,

ce (Eftychia Pappa-Papavasilopou-
e

Table tennis

ngie:
gingles
und 2
rian Crisan, Romana, def. lja._Lu-
Du\esku.umleﬂsta(es, LS L8 1813118
Chu Yan Leung, Hong Kong, def. G I Nort

u
Korea, T 01 I
Ko Matsushita,Japan, et Dany Heistr,
Netherlands, 11-7, 11-7, 11-8, 11-4.
Lucjan Blaszczyk, Poland, def. Zhiwen He,
Spain 115, 10-12 1.2, &1L, 711, 116, 119,
jon,

Chin ng, def. Thiago Monteiro,

orgzil, 11 011, 17,11
Primorac, cruaua_ de( srdjan
ferzegovi 116,

107,118, 118,
Aleksandar Karakasevic, Serbia-Montene-
979, 9ef, Jonnny Huang, Canads, 7-11, 115,

hil3, France, def. Sequn Torola.
Nigeria h 811, 1047 117, 11:8, 11
oul

Round
Jorgen Persson and sanove Waldner, Sw
den, g, Johny Huang and Feazl Kassam,

ana

iy
lands, def.
cherd, Australia, 15-13, 1240, 6-11, 1412,

Peng Lung Chiang and Chih-Yuan Chuan,
Taiwar K Hazinski_and |
polegky, United Siates, 1o 2, St 13111,
16-14,11-9.

“Timo Boil and Zoltan Fejer-Konnerth, Ger-
many, def. Shu Arai and Ryo Yuzawa, Japan,
114,119,114,
imitril Mazunov and Alexei Smimov, Rus-
sia, def, Petr Korbel and Richard Vyborny,
Cagch Repubic, EEpECH

a Kito and T

;) .
panagiogis Glonis an eanga,
Greece 011,611, 115 811 11+ wetdiy

e-hyuk ant ing-eun, South
Koren, deh Lars s Hilscher and Joerg Rossko-
ol Gefmany, 115, 116, 116,

Dnuhl:s

Svetiana Ganina o e Palina, Russia,
def. Petra Cada and Marie-Christine Roussy,
Canada, 115, 11-2, 11-7,

Nikoléta Stefanova ann Wenting Tan Mon:
fardin, ffaly, def. Tatyana Kostromina and
Viktorla. Paviovich, Belarus, 117, 102,
11 118 11T,

and Lin
RS Fadéev and
RLRTRATE L

Lin, Hong Kong,
sl e R

s,
g Lu, Taiwan,

o Fakyana Cogaiskava and Veronea pav:
ich, Belarus, 10-12, 10-12, 117, 7-11, 14-12,

:an

Kim Bojerae and Kim Kyungean, South
Korea, def. Tawny Banh and Jun Gao, United
states, 114,113, 1

rosand Cnmehavama Croatia,
def. Renata Stbikova and Alens Vachovco:

o Coech Rapobiic, S.1L 118, 118 1LY,

hERTEATRR AR
Beach volleyball

jernan-

o, ol and. Mark ieest, Canads. de
ff Nygaard, United
States, 21-16, 2110,

Tzyetelina Yanchulova and Petia yanchulo:

va, Bulgaria def. and Stephani

s 915 18,

atalie Cook and Nicole ‘Sanderson, Aus-
g and Wenhui You, China,

an China def. Mayra
rcia Lopez and Yilda Gaxiola Alva:
rez, Mexico, 21-19, 21-

e biaselas and sus
Norway def. Nicole Schnyder Benoit and
mone Kuhn, Switzerland, 21-18, 17-21, 15-13.
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This American gang can’t shoot straight

Decision to go with flash
instead of fundamentals
could cost U.S. a medal

ATHENS — The score may
shock you but the result should
not. In fact, it was entirely predict-
able if we look at what is instead
of what was.

For first time in the 12 years

BA players

. " have played
Michael Wilbon ;™ o[vmnic
competition,
the U.S men’s
basketball
team lost an
Olympic
game. It's
only the third
time the US.
men have
been beaten
in Olymplc
play, which is
why Puerto Ricans screamed
they had “shocked the world” in
the immediate aftermath of their
very thorough 92-73 manhan-
dling of the U.S. team.

‘Ungquestionably, the first defeat
of a team of American NBA play-
ers sends reverberations through-
out the basketball world, proba-
bly even the entire world of
sports. In 1972 the U.S. team was
cheated out of victory, which was
given to Russia. In 1988 the U.S.
sent a bunch of college kids to
Seoul, where they lost to a Rus-
sian team full of pro players. But
there’s no asterisk to attach to
this defeat, no extenuating cir-
cumstances, no controversial end-
ing or inequity of talent.

who wanted to see
this defeat coming could see it as
clear as an onrushing train.
Teams from San Juan to China
have spent the past 12 years creat-
ing clever strategies and explor-
ing every nuance of the game’s
fundamentals, while Americans
obsessed over dunking and reas-
sured each other we were keep-
ers of the global game.

Well, apparently not this time,
not this tournament and not with
this team. The Puerto Ricans
didn’t just win, they were better.
The US. players and Larry
Brown talked predictably after-

U.S. coach Larry
Brown expresses
his frustration as
his team is
routed Sunday.
USA Basketball
did not invite any
pure shooters to
be on the team, a
weakness sawy
international
squads are taking
advantage of.

AP

ward about mnot wanting it
enough, about being flat at the be-
ginning of the game. And it's all
such a bunch of junk. It's just easi-
er to use that excuse than to face
the fact that the other team is bet-
ter, that its pieces fit better and
functions with a smarter purpose.

USA Basketball put together a
team to market, not a team to win.

And this isn’t about Shag and
Kevin Garnett and Tracy
McGrady not playing.

The U.S. team didn’t need more
rebounding, strength or girth Sun-
day night against Puerto Rico; it
needed shooters. But this U.S.
team doesn’t have any. This U.S.
team has Tim Duncan and 11
guys who do the same thing: go to
the rack. USA Basketball wants to
sell sodas and jerseys and whatev-
er else is being marketed. Brent
and Jon Barry didn’t turn down
an invitation to play on this team,
not that I know of. Fred Hoiberg
would have paid his own way to
Greece and slept on a dormitory
bed with no pillows to play on this
team. Casey Jacobsen didn’t say
he wouldn’t come, nor did Brian
Cardinal.

They’re shooters. Not stars, but
shooters.

The U.S. team’s problem isn’t
lack of effort, it’s lack of skill.

While starless Puerto Rico
made eight of 16 three-point
shots, the U.S. marketing ma-
chine was making three of 24. A
Puerto Rican guard named Eddie
Casiano hit all four of the threes,
including one while being fouled
and another from 30 feet just to
rub it in during the final seconds
of the game.

If you cam't shoot the
three-pointer in imemalional bas-
Kketball, you can’t wi

You know who the best
three-point shooter on the U.S.
team is? Richard Jefferson of the
New Jersey Nets. He's the
47th-ranked three-point shooter
in the NBA. That’s 47th. When
Carlos Arroyo, Puerto Rico’s

point guard, was asked whether
his team was concerned with any

Team USA’s Allen Iverson falls over Puerto Rico’s Carlos Arroyo during a preliminary match at the Athens
Olympics on Sunday. The American shot 3-for-25 from three-point range and suffered their most embarrass-
ing Olympic loss ever, 92-73. The U.S. needs to beat Greece Tuesday to stay in medal contention.

USS. player shooting well from
the outside, he said, “Not really ...
They don’t have any spot-up
shooters ... They have more
off-the-dribble  shooters  and
free-style players.”

Knowing this, Puerto Rico
packed in a zone defense de-
signed to take away the player
they most respected, Duncan.

“We knew they didn’t have any
good shooters,” Puerto Rico for-
ward Daniel Santiago said. “Ro-
lando Hourruitiner fronted Tim

.1 or Jose Ortiz got in back of
him, and we just packed it in ...
mean, really packed it in and
dared them to shoot. Sometimes I
was out on Richard Jefferson,
and I was letting him shoot it ...
They’ve got penetrators and slash-
ers, so you lay off and let them
take those shots.”

That's the scouting report, la-
dies and gentlemen. The team
from the country where basket-
ball was invented can’t shoot a
lick ... Well, not the guys on this
team anyway.

“They're great going to the bas-
ket, they're great rebounding,
and they're really strong,” Arroyo
said.

Asked again about the shooting
issues, he just smiled.

Allen Iverson and Stephon Mar-

bury are scorers, but they
couldn’t win a game of
H-O-R-S-E  against half the

12-year-olds in the state of Indi-
ana. Lamar Odom, Richard Jeffer-
son, Carmelo Anthony, LeBron
James, Shawn Marion, Dwayne
Wade, Amare Stoudemire
they’re all basically the same play-
er. Slash, jump, throw it down.
ks nice on “SportsCenter.”
It's worthless in international
play, now that kids in Europe,
South America and Asia are big
and quick enough to settle back
into a zone and play better de-
fense than they could back in the

early 1990s.

Three for 24 isn't indicative of a
bad night; it’s reflective of a
bunch of guys who can’t shoot
from the perimeter. And keep in
mind, while the NBA three-point

fying games. Not only do teams
1o longer fear the U.S. players,
they all want a piece of them.
Twelve years ago the internation-
al players posed for pictures with
the Dream Team before and after

arc is at 23 feet, 9 games.  Sunday
b, 5 W Carmelo Anthony, e o
e G menes, LeBrom James, g e B
That's more than Shawn Marion, for celebrating a
3 feet closer, and little too enthusi-
US. players sill  Dwayne Wade, astically.

can't shoot it. Is ‘I know it
Shaq going  to Amare looked kind of
help with tha? Gy donnino cocky,” he said

Jermaine O’Neal

about emphatical-

going to bury I, ly pointing to his
some threes? Ben they’re all jersey toward the
Wallace? Karl Ma- ically the end of the game,
lone? The only basically the “and I'm sorry
who said same player. about that.”
“thanks, but no Lo Arroyo, bless
thanks”  who Slash, jump, his  heart, _did
would have mat- I . nothing for which
tered in this com- throw it down. he needed to apol-

petition are Ray
Allen and Mike
Bibby.

And even then
it might not make
this U.S. team a

Looks nice on
“SportsCenter.”
1t’'s worthless in

ogize, unless he
wants to whisper
a little something
to  Stoudemire
after making him
look like a chump

great team. international with a move to
Fact is, Earvin the basket early
Johnson,  Larry play... in the game. Ar-

Bird, Michael Jor-

dan, Scottie Pippen, Charles Bark-
ley, David Robinson, Clyde Drex-
ler, Patrick Ewing, John Stock-
ton, Karl Malone and Chris Mul-
lin are not walking through that
door again, to borrow a thought
from Rick Pitino.

That team won by an average
margin of 43.8 points. The 1996
team, which had Malone, Pippen,
Stockton, Robinson and Barkley,
‘won by an average of 31.7 points
per game. The 2000 team won by
an average of 21.6 points.

This year’s team? The average
is down to 7.8 points for the quali-

royo is part of
this new world order.

“The game,” U.S. coach Larry
Brown said with a sigh, “has got-
ten so much better around the
world.”

Well, everywhere except per-
haps the United States, where it
isn’t better than it was 12 years
ago, where folks are scratching
their heads wondering what went
wrong, like the U.S. players hav-
ing failed to pay attention to an en-
tire world gaining ground for a
dozen years.

Michael Wilbon is a sports columnist for
the Washington Post.
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Thorpe: Teen
settles for
2nd bronze

THORPE, FROM BACK PAGE

Spitz was in Athens for the
Olympics and expected to attend
the race. He has said he didn’t
mind losing his record, but it will
remain his for at least another
four years.

Two other Americans did
claim gold on this night.

Natalie Coughlin, the top fe-
male swimmer on the American
team, won the 100 backstroke,
falling short of her own world
record but holding off Kirsty Cov-
entry of Britain. France’s Laure
Manaudou took bronze, her sec-
ond medal of the Games.

Coughlin, who failed to qualify
for the 2000 Games and was
felled by illness at last year's
world championships, looked at
the scoreboard with relief rather
than ecstasy. She closed her eyes,
smlled and waved to the fans.

's too hard to put into
words, she said. “I have had so
many ups and downs over the
past years.”

Aaron Peirsol was first in the
men’s 100 back, the first gold
medal of his career. Markus
Rogan of Austria claimed silver
and Japan’s Tomomi Morita held
off American Lenny Krayzelburg
for the bronze.

Krayzelburg, who won three
golds in Sydney, fell short of a
medal in his only individual event
by just two-100ths of a second.

The U.S. team was shut out in
the night's other final. Luo
Xuejuan of China won gold in the
100 breaststroke, beating Austra-
lians Brooke Hanson and Leisel
Jones. Three-time Olympian
Amanda Beard was fourth and
Tara Kirk sixth.

As for Phelps, he got off to a
good start in his pursuit of Spitz,
opening the Olympics with a
world-record performance in the

individual medley.

But he settled for bronze when
the American team faltered in
the 400 freestyle relay on Sun-
day. Now, with only five races
left, Spitz is out of reach.

AP

American Natalie Coughlin reacts
after winning the 100-meter
backstroke at the 2004 Olympic
Games on Monday.

Six gold medals would put
Phelps in storied company. But
because his audacious challenge
fell short, he could be remem-
bered as something of a failure at
the Athens Games — the same
perception that dogged Matt Bion-
di after he won “only” five golds
at the 1988 Seoul Games.

ill it crush him? No,” said
Debbie Phelps, the swimmer's
mother. “He’s already got a page
in the history book.”

Phelps is the greatest
all-around swimmer in the world,
and he didn’t really need to swim
the 200 free at the Olympics. But
he knew it was his only chance to
face Thorpe in an individual
event, so the challenge was is-
sued.

Phelps had nothing to be
ashamed of, swimming faster
than he ever has in the 200 by
more than six-tenths of a second

e had an incredible swim,”
said Krayzelburg, co-captain of'
the U.S. men’s team. “It’s just
that the other two guys were bet-
ter.”

“Michael is capable of going
home with eight medals,” Peirsol
said. “In this day and age, that's
fantastic. It’s the Spitzian feat of
our time.”

An Olympics that has been
plagued by poor crowds didn’t
have any worries on this night.
The 10,000-seat pool was packed.

800HighTech.com

Military
Personnel

Roddick ousted

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Andy Rod-
dick’s quest for two medals ended
before it really began.

The U.S. Open champion and
Mardy Fish lost their first-round
doubles match at the wind-swept
Olympic tennis tournament, 7-6
(5), 6-3 to fifth-seeded Leander
Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi of
India.

That's hardly an upset, given
that Roddick and Fish have
played 10 tour-level doubles
matches together — and their op-
ponents have won three Grand
Slam titles as a tandem.

ing  session
was filled with
minor surpris-
es in singles,
though,  as
winds topping
30 mph made serving difficult, af-
fected rallies and blew plastic
bags and sheets of paper on court
during points.

Seeded losers included No. 4
Elena Dementieva of Russia, No.
13 Anna Smashnova-Pistolesi of
Israel, No. 7 Rainer Schuettler of
Germany, No. 12 Paradorn
Srichaphan of Thailand, and No.
13 Andrei Pavel of Romania.

Among the winners were 1998
French Open champion Carlos
Moya of Spain, who saved three
match points and outlasted Tho-
mas Enqvist of Sweden 7-6 (7),
6-7 (8) 9-7; No. 9 Nadia Petrova of
Russia; and Eleni Daniilidou of
Greece.

“It was pretty horrible out
there, but we warmed up in it this
morning, and it'’s not like the
wind is blowing at my end and not
hers,” Australia’s Alicia Molik
said after beating 2000 Olympic
silver-medalist Dementieva, 4-6,
6-0,6-3.

Dementieva had plenty of trou-
ble serving, already the weakest
part of her game. Nearly each
ball toss was an adventure, with
the French Open runner-up hav-
ing to lean awkwardly just to
make contact on serves.

So Dementieva resorted to
merely making sure she put the
ball in play, sometimes tapping in
second serves at about 60 mph.
Molik broke Dementieva’s serve
six times and was never broken
herself over the last two sets.

Roddick and Fish led Paes and
Bhupathi 3-1 in the tiebreaker
but dropped the set when Fish
double-faulted on the last point.

“It was very difficult with lhe
wind. It would blow up strong,”
Paes said. “Most of the time,
when there is wind, the ball nor-
mally deviates about a foot, but
today it was like 15 feet.”

Still, Paes — a 1996 singles
bronze medalist — was superb.

“He really took over on the key
points and stepped up his aggres-
siveness,” Roddick said.

The top-seeded team of Bob
and Mike Bryan beat Marat Safin
and Mikhail Youzhny of Russia
6-1, 6-2 to help the United States
g0 3-1 during the session.

Taylor Dent beat Frederic Ni-
emeyer of Canada 6-2, 3-6, 6-4,
while Vince Spadea eliminated Ju-
rgen Melzer 6-0, 6-1.

0Iym¥ic

briefs

in doubles

American Lisa Leslie, center, battles for a loose ball with Michaela

Pavlickova, left, and Ivana Vecerova of the Czech Repul

a prelimi-

nary round game in Athens on Monday. The U.S. won 80-61.

U.S. women top Czechs in

basketball prelims

Atleast there’s one U.S. basket-
ball team that can still shoot
straight. And these U.S. women
rebound it pretty well, too.

With a dominating perfor-
mance on the boards and two big
scoring spurts, the United States
overcame another slow start and
beat the Czech Republic 80-61.

The victory came a day after
the U.S. men suffered a stunning
92-73 loss to Puerto Rico in their
Athens opener.

The United States (2-0) fell be-
hind New Zealand 7-0 in its open-
er on Saturday, and trailed by
nine in this one because the
Czechs seemingly couldn’t miss
at the outset.

But the United States kept tak-
ing the ball aggressively to the
basket, got the Czech starters in
foul trouble and got it together.

With key contributions from
Tina Thompson and reserve
Yolanda Griffith, the United
States went on a 14-point spurt to
take the lead for good, then blew
it open with a 16-2 run at the start
of the second half.

Lisa Leslie led the United
States with 15 points, Thompson
scored 12 and Griffith had 10.
Quicker than their taller oppo-
nents, the United States outre-
bounded the Czech Republic
43-22 and crashed the offensive
boards especially hard.

Americans extend softhall

streak to 73 games

Helped by two errors, the Unit-
ed States scored three runs in the
eighth inning for a 3-2 win over
Japan.

The Americans extended their
winning streak to 73 games.

Cat Osterman pitched a one-hit-
ter with 11 strikeouts, and the
United States (3-0) remained the
only unbeaten team in the
eight-team tournament.

Earlier, China rallied for four
unearned runs in the sixth inning
for a 4-2 victory over Canada.

Villa helps U.S. squad open
water polo tourney with win

Brenda Villa scored four goals
and Kelly Rulon had a pair to lead
the world champion United
States over Hungary 7-6.

Kelly Heuchan and Kate Gyn-
ther scored two goals apiece, and
Australia opened with a 6-5 victo-
ry over Italy.

The Australians edged the Unit-
ed States in the Sydney 2000 final.

Danish sailor charged
with manslaughter

A member of Denmark’s sail-
ing team was charged with man-
slaughter after he struck and
killed a British pedestrian while
speeding in his car on the way to
see his country’s handball team.

The sailor, Niklas Holm, hit the
man, identified as Errol Strachan,
on a suburban Athens street Sun-
day night, police said.

Holm, who spent the night in a
police station, was released after
prosecutor Athena Stavropoulu
charged him with manslaughter
and speeding, both misdemean-
ors.
“He has not been arrested, but
of course, after such an accident,
there are procedures in Greece,
and he was first taken to the hospi-
tal where they took a blood sam-
ple, and he was then at police sta-
tion overnight,” Danish Olympic
team spokesman Morten Moel-
holm said.

Police said they didn’t suspect
alcohol was a factor.

The 23-year-old sailor will be al-
lowed to compete, but Moelholm
didn’t know if he would.

“We must see,” he said. “We
have called in for a crisis psychol-
ogist. He is supposed to start on
Saturday but we don’t know yet.”

“I feel no guilt,” Holm was quot-
ed as saying on Danish TV2’s
Web site, adding he was driving
31 mph in one of the designated
Olympic lanes when he struck
Strachan, who worked for a cater-
ing company in Athens.

Holm competes in the star
class, which starts competition on
Saturday.



PAGE 34

- STARS AND STRIPES

Tuesday, August 17, 2004

2004 ATHENS OLYMPICS

Parker takes his shot, comes up shor

Army marksman
finishes eighth,
has world record
eclipsed by Zhu

BY TOM PETERSON
Knight Ridder/Tribune

ATHENS — No medal.
more world record.

But as time softens the sting of
a disappointing day in Athens,
Sgt. 1st Class Jason Parker can
find plenty of pride in another
0.

No

No excuses.

Not on a day when he had one
ready-made.

The 30-year-old Georgian fin-
ished eighth in the men’s Olym-
pic air rifle competition Monday,
arough finish for the Army shoot-
er expected to contend for the

old.

Parker could have blamed a
malfunctioning  trigger  that
forced an in-competition adjust-
‘ment during the middle of qualify-
ing. He could have blamed the dis-
traction. He could have blamed
all that lost time to ponder the
guy next to him, China’s Zhu
Qinan, who opened the day with
five perfect 100s in the six-series
set and went on to take the gold
and Parker’s record.

“T got it fixed,” Parker said of
the rifle. “No excuses. ... It takes
just the right person, “the right
day. I just didn’t do it.”

But what Parker wouldn’t say,
teammate Matt Emmons would.

“He had trigger problems,”
sald Emmons, who finished ninth.

.. To still hang in there and
make the finals is tough.”

In one of the Games’ most pre-
cise sports, in which competitors
aim at a bull’s-eye the size of a

3

Sgt. 1st Class Jason Parker rests his weapon between shots during the men’s air rifle finals Monday in Ath-
ens. Parker finished in eighth place as China’s Zhu Qinan won gold and eclipsed Parker’s world record.

newsprint period, the difference
between gold and goat can be one
small twitch or a mis-timed
breath. Zhu scored 702.7 points;
countryman and silver medalist
Li Jie was at 701.3 and Jozef
Gongci of Slovakia won the bronze
at 697.4. Zhu beat Parker’s
record, set in June 2002, by
two-tenths of a point.

Parker, from Cusseta, Ga., had
started strong Monday, opening
with a perfect 100 in the first of
six qualifying 10-shot series, but
he dropped to 99 on his second se-
ries. Then, with his trigger forc-
ing his shot too early, he hit
back-to-back 98s. Through four

rounds, he had dropped four
shots to perfection.

“I was well prepared,” said
Parker, a member of the Army
marksmanship unit at Ft. Ben-
ning, Ga. “I'm really proud of ev-
erything I did.”

Parker squeaked into the finals
via a tiebreaker over Emmons
and two other shooters at 594, but
he was five points behind Zhu
with only 10 shots to make it up in
the finals. The gap was too large.
Zhu, who had scored 599 out a pos-
sible 600 points during qualify-
ing, scored in the 10s on all but
one shot in the finals.

“To do that in the Olympics,
he’s a champion,” Parker said.

With his Olympics done, Park-
er is headed home early to Ft.
Benning.

After a fifth-place finish at the
2000 Olympics and an eighth
Monday, Parker said he’ll ponder
his future and decide if he will
make a run for Beijing in 2008.
But moments after the finals, he
already was thinking about it.

“You can learn from this,” he
said, looking ahead, not back.

But Emmons took a glance
back at Parker’s trigger prob-
lems.

“T'dlike to see what would have
happened if that didn’t happen to
him,” he said.

U.S. boxer
Escobedo
records

stoppage

BY TIM DAHLBERG
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — They
washed cars, put up posters and
sold T-shirts to raise the money to
be here. When it was finally time
for Vicente Escobedo to fight, his
family and friends welcomed him
into the arena by waving his pic-
ture and chanting “Chente,
Chente.”

They had worked hard and
came a long way to see Escobedo
in the ring. The American light-
weight wasn't about to let them
down.

With his excited group of fans
cheering him on, Escobedo domi-
nated from the opening bell Mon-
day to stop Jose David Mosquera
of Colombia in the third round
and keep the United States unde-
feated through three Olympic
bouts.

“T had to win today,” Escobedo
said. “That’s what I came here to
do.”

Escobedo’s mother and two
brothers stood at the railing over-
looking the ring cheering him on,
part of a handful of friends and
family who got to Athens only
after raising $25,000 in a series of
fund-raisers.

A sports bar in his hometown of
Woodlands, Calif., contributed
some money while family mem-
bers raised the rest by selling
T-shirts with pictures of Escobe-
do on it and washing a lot of cars.

He gave them all something to
see, starting quickly and never let-
ting up against Mosquera before
the fight was finally stopped 31
seconds into the third round by
the mercy rule with Escobedo
ahead 30-10.

Escobedo advanced to a Friday
ﬁght against Rovshan Huseynov
while also keeping

China’s Shi takes gold

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Gold med-
alist Shi Zhiyong of China broke
the Olympic snatch record in the
137-pound

(62kg) weightlifting
class Monday,

= raising 336
PRl B
, an
medals tied world and
roundup RIS
records  for
total lift.

Shi broke the snatch record of
3302 pounds (150kg) set by gold
medalist Nikolai Peshalov of
Croatia in the 2000 Sydney Olym-
pics. The world record is 336%2
pounds (153kg) by Shi, set in
2002.

Shi’s total lift of 716 pounds
(325kg) tied Peshalov’s world
record, also set in Sydney.

Shi’s victory added to China’s
Olympics-leading 10 gold medals.

With two medal events remain-
ing on Monday, China led in total
medals with 15, while Australia
and the United States were even

with 12 medals each. Australia
has six golds, and the U.S. has
three.

In the women’s S3-kilogram
class, Chen Yanging of China
won the gold with a total of 523.5
pounds (237.7kg).

Ri Song Hui of North Korea gol
the silver. Wandee Kameaim of
Thailand won the bronze.

Diving

Women’s 10-meter synchro-
nized platform: Lao Lishi and Li
Ting of China won the gold with a
score of 352.14.

Natalia Goncharova and Yulia
Koltunova of Russia got the silver
with 340.92 points. Blythe Hart-
ley and Emilie Heymans of Cana-
da took the bronze at 327.78.

Americans Cassandra Car-
dinell and Sara Hildebrand
placed seventh.

Fencing

Men’s foil: France’s Brice Gu-
yart rallied from an early deficit
in the final to defeat Italy’s Salva-

with record-setting lift

tore Sanzo.

Sanzo won the first four points
of the championship bout, but Gu-
yart took five of the next six to tie
it. The lead went back and forth
until Guyart finished off the bout
with a touch to Sanzo’s belly.

Earlier, Andrea Cassara of
Italy defeated Russia’s Renal
Ganeev 15-12 to take the bronze.

Judo

Men’s 73kg: World champion
Lee Won-hee of South Korea de-
feated American Jimmy Pedro in
the third round and went on to
claim the gold medal in the 73kg
class, beating Vitaliy Makarov of
Russia in the final.

Pedro bounced back for a
bronze, which he shared with Le-
andro Guilheiro of Brazil.

Lee and Pedro had been the
focus of the competition ever
since the draw was announced.

Pedro, a 1996 bronze medalist
and four-time Olympian, ended
Lee’s 48-match winning streak
last December. Pedro (Lawrence,

Mass.) retired after the Sydney
Olympics before making a come-
back.

After losing to Lee, Pedro had
to fight his way through the
repechage bracket to win the
bronze medal.

Women'’s 57kg: Yvonne Boe-
nisch of Germany reversed a loss
last year to North Korea’s Kye Sun
Hui by upsetting the two-time
world champion in the final.

Deborah Gravenstijn of the
Netherlands and Yurieleidys Lu-
petey of Cuba each took bronze.

Shooting

‘Women'’s trap: Suzanne Balogh
of Australia pulled away from the
field to win the gold medal in trap
shooting.

Maria Quintanal of Spain took
the silver and South Korea’s Lee
Bo-na won the bronze.

Collyn Loper of Birmingham,
Ala., moved into medal position
by making her first 13 shots of the
finals. She missed four of her
next seven and finished a shot be-
hind Lee in fourth place.

m(dcl a modest U.S. winning
streak.

Cuban fighters also remained
unbeaten in the tournament with
Luis Vazquez winning a feather-
weight bout.

“We're on a winning streak and
hopefully we can keep it up,” Es-
cobedo said. “It gave me a lot of
confidence knowing my team-
mates and family were cheering
me on.

The son of immigrant farm
workers who began boxing to get
away from the temptations of
gang life, Escobedo wasn’t consid-
ered one of the top U.S. prospects
coming into the year.

But, after losing at the U.S.
championships in January, he
has gone through six competi-
tions without a loss and appears
to be peaking at the right time.

“I've accomplished my dream
by being here,” he said. “Now it's
one more, to win a gold medal.”

Escobedo joins four other
Americans in the second round.
Welterweight Vanes Martirosyan
and middleweight Andre Dirrell
won over the weekend, while
light heavyweight Andre Ward
and light welterweight Rock
Allen drew byes into the second
round.
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Army marksman
Parker falls short
of medal, Page 34

Phelps bid Thorpedoed

'\-

AP

lan Thorpe, above, smiles after winning the 200-meter freestyle during the Olympics on Monday. Thorpe’s
win ended the quest of American Michael Phelps, right, to tie Mark Spitz's record of seven gold medals.

U.S. teen won’t match Spitz’s golden record

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — The kid
couldn’t catch the Thorpedo —
and he won’t be catching Mark
Spitz, either.

Michael Phelps’ quest for
seven gold medals ended after
just three events, doomed by an-
other bronze Monday night in the
most anticipated race at the Olym-
pic pool — the head-to-head show-

Leaders after 37 medal events
Inthe 2004 ohmpics through
Monday, Au

down with Australia’s Ian Thorpe
in the 200-meter freestyle.
Thorpe has ruled this event for
years, but Phelps couldn’t resist
seeing what he could do against
the man in black — part of the
larger goal to break Spitz’s record
from the 1972 Munich Games.
His long arms churning smooth-
ly through the azure water, Thor-
pe passed Pieter van den Hoogen-
band in the homestretch, finish-
ing with an Olympic record of 1
minute, 44.71 seconds. The Dutch-
man’s time was 1:45.23, while
Phelps never caught the top two.

Germany
Hungary

LaNNONEN 0O D 0
I )

As he touched the wall, Thorpe
quickly looked at the scoreboard
and thrust a fist in the air, yelling
as if to say “Take that!” when he
saw a “1” beside his name — and
a “2” beside van den Hoogen-
band.

Van den Hoogenband, the de-
fending Olympic  champion,
pulled off a shocking upset of

Thorpe four years ago at Sydney.
He got off to a quick start and was
more second under
world-record pace at the halfway
point, but he couldn’t maintain it
and finished with the silver.

“Well, now we are even,” said
Thorpe, who won the fifth gold
medal of his career and second of
the Athens Games.

The 19-year-old from Balti-
more was third most of the way,
setting an American record of
1:4532 that was only good
enough for bronze.

“It was tough racing the two
greatest freestylers of all time,”
Phelps said. “I had fun out there.
1 did what I wanted to do.”

Thorpe and van den Hoogen-
band quickly clasped hands,
while an exhausted Phelps clung
to a lane rope, watching a replay
of the race on the video board. Fi-
nally, he came over to congratu-
late his two rivals, then turned to
swim out of the pool on the oppo-
site side.

o

On his way off the deck, Phelps
turned to take one final glance at
the scoreboard before he disap-
peared behind the stands.

Even though he'll fall short of
Spitz, Phelps has plenty of swim-
ming left in Athens. He returned
to the pool just 52 minutes later
for the semifinals of the 200 but-
terfly. There’s still the very real
possibility that he’ll win eight
medals — they just won’t all be
gold.

SEE THORPE ON PAGE 33
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